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SEVERAL 

TRACTS 

WRITTEN BY 

SMAttHEW HAtJX.' 

Sometime Liri Chief JuJUtt tf 

ENGLAND' 

viz, 

i. A Difcourlc of Religion on Thn^ Heads. 
I. The Ends andUles of it, and tb: 

Errors of Men touching it. 
>< The Life of Religion, andSuperad- 

ditions to it. 
J. The Superibufiions upon it , and 
Animolities about it. 
II. A Treatife touching Provifioa for the 

Poor, 
ill. A Letter to his Children, Advifingthem 
hbw to behave themlelves in theirSpeech. 
IV. A Letter to one of his Sons , after his 
Recovery from the Small-Pox. 
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P«INTlDro«WAOt) 

*» On -AT BHfT !•<« 



/^i!>-*"i(4 » ? ^/t-jrf-^t'^ 






fMaimi&iititi 
lin E iejigion is a^jrat* ii)rK<- 

iMT ^■^iff, '^■trmp of »». 

WBttWvw-cj'and tmt w6icfijgiT« Ij. 

rtt mjbkft and W^eft fte-wmnence «r 
' boye <^er vifibleereatures. 
> obftrve lajiiany ptntiBrafts tiid, Bitos 
Inftinas , pixtcrititf , apd Sajacitiea s 
IS of theoi fQ|il6 darK idOTbhncB ot 
r Kalipciwtion : Biit fitinii >s (o ^lp»- 
* timrni't!'''" . thattfiert ¥«.'»'}* 
rMcn» but have fe?Mc^e'ip'Vr Nor do 
bJilc or fagadouS Brutes aTotd any figK 
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A Dtfchuvfe 

is.Qne.oC,rhfc fhicfeft Mercies and Blcffings 
th^^t Alnii£hty„^tnl h^rh afforded to the Childnta 
of Men , aikl that which fignally manifells his T^d^ 
videntlal Care towards and over them , that in aH 
Ages and among all Nati6ds he hath giveii to them 
fonrn-M^ms and//!aEp/ to d|Ic<^v^ jmto theni^ though 
in ^fetjent pdgre|s,^foQiej|princij^ Senlimi^n^ ti 
true Religion : i^' By the fecitr Chahider^ , and 
Imprefiofts , and Strudtut^ ^thereof in their Minds 
and Confikmes. 2. By his Ghrioui and admirable 
J^i^.^compM*Qly(9nedthefroriio//y?4ri<rf. 3. By 
li^i Pro^dcntes ^ zrA PtfviikmuU Regimm of tt^ 
^Morld. 4.-^y raifing wp Aim ia all Ages pfgreit 
^[i[!^^,^ pb£eryation^ and Learmng^ which did 
mftrudc the niore ignorant TtT t hfer g mt Guiiterm 
ment, the Rudiments ^f Natural |^eligion. 5. By 
TradkwfunyTrzr^miBon of nii^y Important Truths 
2^ Pireoipns.Qf Life^ from . Anceltors to their 
Pofterity, and othefs: Thotigh ia procefi of-tiftac 
evil Cuftoms and evil Men dM in^a great meafure 
impair and corrupt the Sentiments and Practices of 
Mooy sotwithftanding tbeie helps. Therefore the 
fame Mercy and Coodnefs of God , for the prefer- 
yati<Hi and propagation of the true Religion ^-^ was 
jd^fed to fublcitute a more fixed and permanent 
means: namely, the //ofy Scr^^ui>-e/ , or Divine Re- 
wldficfns^ committed to Writing In the Books, of 
the Old and^ New Teftament. Though the Rcji- 
gion delivered in^both Tcftaments, be in fubfta'nee 
the feme; yet the true Religion Was more fuHy, 
and plainly, and diftin^ly delivered by Chrift and 
his Apoftles in the New Tcff amcnt ; together; alfii 
jy ith fome additional Inftruhions for the bettci^' pre* 
fervation and propagation thereof to Mankind, 
SsA divers additional Evidences to prove and* tiia^ 
nifeft the truth of this Religion , to procure its 

belief 



of Kdigion. j 

belief and acceptation : As the Bvtth , Mractes , 
Death ^ RifrmlHm^ and jiftenjion of Chrift JefiiSj 
the gineat Reformer of thtt Jcwij^ , and great In- 
ft^tutor of the ChrlftiOn Religion , fo called from 
Chrift that taught and affeitcd it. The Chriftian 
•Religion is the moft perfedl Rule of our Duty to 
Cod, our felves, and others; and wastlefigo'd 
|)rmcipally for thefe Great Ends* •* 

I. To nftore to the Glorious, God^ the MononTy 
^I>iify\ and Ofcf<//e;ycf of his Creature, Maa; -teach- 
ing him to Know , to Glorifie and Serve his Crea- 
tor, to be thankful to him, to fubririt to his Wiil, to 
obey his Law and Command, to be thankful lor 
liis Mercies, to acknowledge him in all his ways, -t* 
call upon him , to Worfcip him , to depend upoa 
hinfi, to walk fincercly in his fight ^ to admire and 
adore his Greatncfs arid Gobdncfs in all his worke^ 
cfpeiially in the great work of the Redemption oi 
Mankiad by his Son Chrift Jefts-. ^ • - 

i. To inable Man to attain everUfiihg Haffimp^ 
thepcft)etual Vifion of the Glorious <jSd , and to 
lit and prepare him to be a partaker of the Inhe^i* 
tance ot the Saints in Light and Glory. ^ - • 

3 . To compofe and fettl«r Mank!nd m fecfe a 
decent and beconung reftitirfe^ order, and deport- 
ment in this World, as may be fuitabk to the Ex-« 
iftence of a Rcafonable Nature, and the Good of 
Mankind: Which conCfts j^inclpaUy in a double 
relation : i/ To a t/tfoHpf^fj Sobriety. 1k To 
others^ which confiffs in thofetwo great Habits* or 
Difpolitions beneficent to Mankind , viz. R-^teoHf* 
^tfs or Jji^itty^hdCharity ov £c*cand BempcchceJ' 

Thefe three Great Ends are'fuccinftly delivered* 
iT/t. )i, tl. Tor the Grace of God ^ thati^ingmh 
Salvation hath af feared unto oMmen^ teachu^ m^ that 
litnying ungodlinejs and "worldly Infis^ we Jtwfm live 



4 JDi/courfi 

}fe?e we have tj^dTe three Bjm of Cbrillian Rel^ 
gion. u GoMimf^ or onr Dunr tp God* ^^ $4- 
vatiOD, ot our own everkiliog HapDiaefs^ 3. Sor 
hfiety^ ^i^HOHfncjs^ which auo includeih cWtf^ 
# pan «f ^vai^f kcal Rightepu&e& 

And tapanfe Chfl(tian Religioa was V^en^ an4 
inilttQted for the good of Man-liun^r whettwr Poor 
or lUc^ ^ Learnedor Unlearmd ^ Simple or Pi^^ 
4eQrf Wi(e or Weak, k wa$ ji^ttM witHiGiQh|/4i% 
r4/!f ^ aind cvijem, Direftioos , both for things to ht 
kpovfn^ apd things to be donty, Uk order to the at- 
taiameot of the; End for which it was deiign^d^ 
fihat niiightb^ iii\4f^ftood by wf Capacity ^ tli^t 
Jiaq the ordiaajTY ^ common ofe of Rcafon or Hiir 
ma^eUiideiiftaiiamgt and by the common aflll^ce 
9f thepiyineQr^f mi|h; Wpra^fcd bytheip. 

The Crcdcnda^ or things to oe knownorbelievediy 
^ £flpl3rncceirary to thofe Ends, arc but few, and 
incelligibk ^. briefly ddiycrcd ii^ th^t Summary of 
ChriftiaA Ke%K>n) ufuaUy called the %/ifoJUes 

Creed. 

The Agtpda^ or tilings to be done or forbmtj are 
thofe few an4 ej^elleat Precepts , delivered h^ 
Cbrlft and his Aperies , in that little Jfook^o{ tbo 

Netf Tefiamenf ^ ^nd^ y^ ^^^ ^ ^^ P^l ^^ ^^^ 
little Bcek will coi^in all ^he l^ecepttof CtnriftiaH 
Duty and Obedient co&taiqed in that Book : And 
in brief the Bofiifmd Covtndnts^ as it is contained 
m the^ Liturgy ^ ^ £};planation thereof in the 
Church Gtechifugi ^fed amo^g us , together with 
the Precepts of thQ Decalogue, contain in efieft a 
Summary or brief Epitome of our Cbditian Duty. 

And 

V. . ..... 



Apd cer^anly it was keceOaty and becoming thb 
Dl^iSMidficbemeftWifeGod, tktthacRtlTglon 
and £}o(b|rine, which equally concerned Men w all 
jCutk ftad Ciffhtlties , ftottld be aocotdingly ac- 
«M«liMlaMd^ ts lili^tbe sIHiii feral, if tfai 
DOftdde dr Precepts of OliHi^tt Relrgbii twuld 
ftfftchiibA ^lUmiAm ^Mr^ Aiblitte o» Teitiphical 
en>reffions, in iiigh RJhetodcai Ri^tures , iiiiiltrii 
i»l«^Md fy\Xik PhVaTes or fidte-, (» If it ftould 
^eteenfardi^ed With nittlticna64»f particular^ 
km40M htv«e%^lille slStalMBd^^ toitiid far 
^M^eft p^ ^!tt«)^iid, Whx^et «rere «t;^ei^ 
cMidtTii^ in ^ Bofineis aod 1^ <^ Ri^|{oni 
wi^ thd «|r«a!eft Fhilofimhin dHd 0«rM & tfa£ 
World. 

llpibtt w^tiath bikaM} «r% fli&y thei«fort 
Condttdc, ' . • •!. 

- 'i. Tliat^ief«U.iK)t) BdfiAill<e«dB)tyiK)(tt>etoY 
great difficolty io^ «t^iaiik <^%^mpi^gKm»' 
i^^ of Chrillian ReligiM. 

>£i That tife-Biuties of <%Hftiai| Religi<xi are 
boc of To raft an Eittttit « bat tiie Knowledge of 
them-oiaybe e^atoikied^y.'^ C^inerf Opsr 
city 'mbln'v t^^IxMrA; . . 

3' l*Hat 06iiaderuigthtt Odd Alinighty {4 never 
iw^MI^ with iiis <^<iie to AiCft thofe that fitK^rel^ 
enSecTrour and D^vetoObeyliiniand Serve hiin^, 
it is not ib Difficult a Jteiine& to perform an Evan- 
^icjdObe£eaette!^frec^6fitheGforpd I 
'%y iin JSvMA^kw/ jDfctfieWi; y thoagh iiOt iiteifjm 
' tmSUhct s t» CHiedience thM Ss Simrer^ ^ thoa^ 
ttu^ri:tqiesir«ilLy aiidMingb) which neverthel^fs 
arts Mt^Mli ^ their 8ilK<er« tbiCMigh Imperfefi: 
t3bedien<^ att^pted by Mnai^y <fOd through the 
fUetits s&d 1iU;iprceii6it of Chrift, ^ pur own 

B 3 Ha- 
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$ J Difipurfi , . : - 

Hiimillation ancl finccrc Rcpentancp for oar fal^ 

iiogS. . ' . , ; \ 

An4, 4* Tbat when all is done, m th^ beliefs 
and ^bis Obedience confifts • our Ckri^um Religm^ 
This 15 the Onsr thing mctjfttry^ the Ai^igmn Ofiorm^ 
which is ^ higbef t (^ncenmieiu: auid grcatw Imi 
pof tapce^to Mgjilynd- 

* Buii nqw if Hif^e^do but look about us in the Worlds 
and f^J^e and confidcr the Matters , wherein 
Mf a ^ thQ ^ofi^ f^t dp place R^li^yft fhaU find 
quH:^ anott^r Kimil-qCKate and N^|«re c^ Religion 
pa0 >{hat (jhri^ inftifuted or intended^ 3nd yet all 
yajled and Ihrpwdcd und^r. the Name of Chrifium 
f^ligm \ and greater v^eight and ftrefs laid upofi 
(hem tl^a upoa.(h^ Trne^ Etd ^^Sr^ Jlmforts of 
Qiriftian Religion, . v ^ 

1. 1 ;^U bfgin i^iffa the Subtilties of great S.cho^ 
lars.^ Sdboolme9j9 ^d Scholaftick Divines. Thef^ 
have turned Chriltian Religion into a moft Curious 
«nd difficult SpeailiaQQn ^ apd th^t which was de- 
signed by Chrilt Jefus as a jdaiq Pir(^ioa to every 
jCargcity^ toi>e^ GRide to a Righteous, Holy, 
"^iid Sober Life here , atid ta attain £yerl9fting 
;;^ift^; Ifci^aft^ i they hav? (jpadeO^a n^eqr extrctfc 
<fWit:| %vA ^Pm.tif ffCi^pr fahtik^ th« a^ 
^ftruf^ft Philpfpjhy or Mctaphyficks, And this they 
have done princi j^lly thefe ways ; 

|. By pifpiffes about Qu^ions^ that, as they 
%vc nop in theoifelyes ^P^^Jf^.^Q hi Icnpwn, lb 
tbey ^rc in their owjj NaWff In^^ibk for Hu- 
TTianpUnderit^ndingstod^^ for ioftanc^; 

in?iny^ if pot ail*, the Points coi^rpverted between 
fi^i jirmi^ns and C^ihini^s ^ fSt touching the fnar^ 
mr 9f ihe pecreesof God ^ y^ba^ kind ^ /«j&<e»f ^ 
lip. hath upon the Wills of Men. The mimner of the 

J)ivin^ 



f^fff^^ The Jffijtfimiy or imj:fiiilnUty<$ Divine^ 
Grace. TlkNafHTfipf £f€rnitji;^ ^Infinitndt^ aiKl- 
indimfibUity^ The^n^er ot the Eiifteme of the-. 
TTSrrcr ftrfons in the Vw^ of Efftnce^^ The Natwfi 




if>fif4{.and Ori^l ), aiid mfmite fnotc Speculatiorii^ 
aixi..ipfij^utes oif things that do not in their oi#^ 
Naioircfallunderrtbe;^^^^^ lMi£^) 




^^ _^^ ip)jpo({il>le tp^be .krioWB' fiirthcr than thfey 
are difiiiiklly revealed by Almighty <j6d9 and' as 
it fv^e induftripiHy k^t $ecret py Altn«hty GtdJ 
becaufe tbey are n6t ot ofe to Minkmd tt) be knowh? 
It is far more pofliWfc for a CliifeP<)f three yeai*! 
0|d to have a true Conception of the moft aWtrblc 




ior.thc.Wifeft'maitJjat cvcrXy^j'tvithoBtR^ti 

latjoh &<»B God, to hiive axiy tqll^rable Conce|^dbA 

or Notion of 'tilings ti this Nature with any ii^ 

'ieralileCeftaintyorEj^idcnCc^^ i? '* '•. •- / ^nA 

2. Agaia there ii^? other .i^oi^t^ t!H]?n^cd W6tell 

vf re dfzlawer allay^aoAyet not to t(pdift indly khfla^ 

'^Withollt mprec/f^r.R^elaiidn than Wc 'yet hat^i^ 

.it ^ jior yet of any 'J^ectffityi6v^J^nl}ly tokiib^: 

As for inlhince, Contti:ning 1i}^z.N]^krt okdM^mr 

, of.Tran/hiiJfion kfVripff^ Swy Hop far tivt fifts <fi 

. immcdUtt or remote P/irems afFeft tl«cir Pofferitj^ Wit9i 

- '6'/»7r ior Piw/fc;»c«.j The Ormnatioh of tne Hkmkke 

SpMiy Hov?[ -far the .Efficacy ot theSa&iJiceqfChHft 

• i»i^ imfrnm^Byfir off fr.fn ; Concerning the MeMts of 

Commimfatfon thenof to Infants y Itfcots ^ and tke^iff-' 

vwiJ^e Jimrant \ What is the real Gonfi^kc^^f 
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' ^m^'^^^xim'^mm mm 
m^:^ia^ mdmy^ml. the ^ 

fid OracrvJttKftf. 
And ," i."Jt h bffomc ufe tfejAitt^ Ifa Adt Seiteitfc 

viw mm^' aet^TM m^^y ^ 

tfcey are of little afc^o Bfe Jtotf^ 
V. af the Jifart Tbeleafodea'l^^illi'tJj! 
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' 1)^ MiAtDJmlafttt&HfVftoffft, tiifjagb lie b? 
jBtfL fike«i exqiufite A^ttOQiift, aoguauncd with 
aSfUba QoniKvbeoltoq or Knowledge ojf tbe ie- 



^ diffCldsi[>t«i^C9:dif this Na^or^ , |pm 





ana «> fQliirCI^, M bjr tbM Word is^i 
&dttCdMit%«£K^%i9&,;^tjieLowu ,_ 
WtfdBeAtWL^BOtiii (I9 M;M.aiid tbmjiow^ 
cd, and commit your felf to the Faithnirosu ^ 
OdrtaBft of isad:, jWi f»i^ yritt tc cffifef <o the 

•d reJabctttD /Vnm^ .* > fv' ^fPf €4^ijfi9f4lj)mnft 
hkyt l^ditingiiAeiifOOce^ing RdaagdVExfjeital 
Ovciii V that oey lian kn fiRle t^jodKelkSan 
|Mrf4ociliqrk«lRW<»rid%jH4 lHr.4rar^N^ 

Isir^ «iid w^i tlie :f(iM}i/^ h 1^ t^ of our 

fiavknr.) tore mtltiroid .toe Law«o^ Gp<L < «4 
c£ «[m -aUb) ^ tMr .IVadiooiES aad Ipiftln- 
aSnaisr SotiMl^Rtligiw towards God., wd all 
<R%hfeeOMiia&aadSOwwC]^ k f? thin and Darrow, , 
«M ftOtiu. tint 4iif tbflir (Ki^i4a« Of JPrebMiuy, 
4tA damied 0ifimihK*i^ tbe. Bones theitof 
l i e fao ft> i) tL it^toa2d3befif»i}ei^tO'giTo(iiftaii^ 
-OBsA^Mf^qdar: 'IlhtiaMY<i^t«ciensia/r4w»4)e< 
■tW«taibiiKtiftWlW>ifl)^i§^'ai4jeJriHl!^^l3# 
itiie Waitt««tii JnMxs^Songbpf ^lond. 
; fi. Tfae.aeotiild. IBi^«>0eis.«lus<, T4k •mm^ ^ I 

.'Wiwft" j 

'. there ^ 
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TTicrc hare been Ifftances many to TfclsKirA'a^ 
moiig Sicular Princes and States-. This wa^ the 
zQl 6t* jerobMm to fet'up Idolatrcuis&efigicn in; 
Samaria^ for preventing a return of ttheTeuTribta: 
CO the HoQfe of 'Da^. ^ And we nday obftrve itr 
in tnoft 6f the Religion EfttabUfbed by Heatheniflt 
Princts^which was ib crdeicd to accommodate their 
Intereft^thpngh tortfhee^fCremeccprrttpcifigi^Na^ 
tural Religion. ^ , > 

Bnt thcire is not ib^ eniteent ^ Inflimce thereof m 
the wh61c World, asthat<of thie Ma^kfiaftkul Stdtc, 
of the Qhnirc^i of, Xom^^ who have corri^ted,! 2$ 
miiclias 4n them lies, tl^ nioft piiit and innocent 
Religion that ever the World knew'^ iKmiely, the 
Chrifti^n ^ Religion , 4>y diAwtzi^ it iEo Ends of 
Wealth Md tovotr , appchdicating ta it certain new 
12)«j%iwandPr4^1f0e>n^eerly totbofeE^ And 
inotonly fo> buthave^l^theereatelbiitf^fariof A^ 
ligim ill ^lie ObfervationOf tnefe Poikidijlff9ffdir 
■eatims^ fo' that a M^n >tfcat either quefiiQns or not 
©bfcTfes tficfc Pditi^Mditdmems ^ runsas fevert 
a<Je)ffure and Danger inSOhg thenl|iks he diat denies 
them^nnqueftionable Principles of ChdftiahRe^ 
ligion. Such iarcthdr Doctrines o£ the Pofri.^Mr 
fremaey'y the Pofis I^faHiMity^ the ncctjjlty ta Sal^ 
vatim to be of the Rdmiff^ dhwrch ^ the jidonuioarf 
Images ,^ Saints defarted'^ and-Gf^r&i/tbe jp^i^fn*- 
tion of Reiique§ j the Doftrinc orJ^Brgatoty^ Induk- 
^enctf^ and the Chtr^>Tteafiiry of rtSdkndMnt MtrivSi 
the Do(%rine and Praiftice of ili/pex^io»i and In- 
dulgences; thtiT Ck^zAtion of Sams 'j their PJ^ 
primages ^ nHmerom^er&ioms^ JheMrifdlSfeQackt\ 
tlicir Dodrine of TrAnfubfiantiation , and divers 
othqf Supcradditlons and Appendications to Chri- 
itian Rchgion, which any perfon, not captivated 

by 
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l^y them, may with half aa Eye perceive tpfe in- 
vented ami continued mcerly fdr the ftpport of the 
Grandeiir bf jJh Umyerfel Monarchy ^ which they 
|||)I£caIl The chHrchj ai)d for the amaiCng of fVMtk 
md pQjx/cr for , t^c fvrpport of it , as might moft 
iplily be evinced by the particular Examination of 
all thofe Politic!^ Appendixes. -^ \^ 

And yet let any man obferve ity he fliall fiiufas 
great fervout for the upholding bt thefe Ekiarijics 
Jind Prafticte V ^d as great y^e^pi^/r of the- fcait 
brqach nfede uppn them, zi if the whole Cpncera 
t>jf Chriftian Religion, and thfe' Salvation' bf S^ls 
byinthejrBelfcfandObJ'^mtt^^^ • ' -^ • 

III. Tbc third Inltaaicf isii^ ttfation to thc"l%riwj 
pf Church Ggvernmm and Ccttimmiti. That- JE^e- 
ftiSicd Govtrnmtnt is necelT^ry ifor the priif^i^tibit 
of Religion, ii Evident to any i'eafonabief Md ibn^ 
fiderate.man: And that: the Bfithopd Goycrament 
0nftitntcd in B7g/^«^/, is a mftfft'exccncntlFbnh of 
Ecclefiaftical Government,- aiid cxcteds aH other 
iPorms of £cd6ltaftical GovCTxto^nt , may Be eafily 
pvinced r ?m4 tfrait it is tne**bfeiR: adapted to the 
Civil Government in; tliis; Riitl^om , isf tifibfc to 
?iny intelligentjpeifon : Aridyttl do not think that 
the Eflence bf^^Chriftian Religion Gonfifts in this 

Ot ^y <>th€r p/irtfCHlar Fork hf 6pvemmff&.-^tis^ 

great help to T±e ^refervatibii of it in Its purity 
and Unity, and may be wellfelkd StpnttntHm Re^ 
^kipj^i^ Chrifiiany as the ' Jetrjr call tbdr OrSl Tra- 
(utions Sefmimm lifi/ ,, 'ihe 'Fence tifthe Law, 
But a jnan iiiay be a good and ^xcefiem Chrifiiah under 
this or any orfe^fFor-^^ •f Jcclcfiaftical- Government, 
iiay in fuch places wherepbi^ibly there is no feitle<{ 
f 9riji pjf ^cclefiaftical Gpverniiicpt eftablUhed. 

• Put 
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Bat' if ire dilenre mady pcHfiH)} io tl)e W<»r|d , 

StIS 5ae lie' WNh 1^^ ^% wffl itf^' 
^y U8<1idrch'a11't1^eford)64 CImrches)>cSr<^tM| 
' irSeasr •whicit ate otoit ahder £N!i?OM C7«%'»f»)Mi»»r; 
■^^y roc iiwn, othcrwilc bfmUddJt t>ir 

fof aBfjw aKf/i«*" lift, yettf/^if-^ 
. . B^^ tpFmlJ/f^tBtoi him Ittde b^txdf tt 

w^tnPt^.NOtt tiieQf;T»Br fide, if f^fct a »aa <sf 
great i&irfur io' aJIwt^g the mliJU^iil Gdntifwi^ 

pthcCTwjfe '^zi^i^Moim /i/f i- yet; they wjl* 

th r^mb^ and jo^q thst accouiit (>Viii'-l06k t^| 
Mii^rrkg^ of l^islifc , asifth^Effaie^aiKi tif? 

ioci^ ./^l «\refl Divines a^s othersy^ .%y^ haying eithef 

iyiWir.^E-^^^ Dif- 

(cntgff , <©r -poiDt^ tix ,^ia a. ParJ^^i ' taken ti j>on 
thcm.t)«:Pat3«wi^ ForrA 

of GinfjjclirCkiwrDinppt^ cithcir fr^pm^Mm &t ihr 
def^ndmp w Jaawthiijg frar&'4 by th^ir .oWn ini 
veBU9^, ra?e(eQtly xr^ dbwli tbc lEftaMKbed dr^ 

ixi(k| anjd^cir^Aip tbat i^ha^ tnoir Jiave tbus ef^ul^d 

astheodlif tpae ChriHiaii ISLeguBcajl: ioftituted by 

Chriftj and prcfcntly among t&cin, and theit 

; Followers, 



mofftri^ this is im<j^ tW ^HMii^^ JMtek 
(xr a Tne.Chrifliaiii. Iftberfeetfi^aa^flftmm 
to tiie£ftaUifl)edO«rermi^^ ^ Ik^W)^, 

Ibhcf t »dl truly JldigM»? ye* «h«y de^ift und 
flegkAfami) cemoreliibittaRinaM^ addwkh- 
CHit; theI^i9«rof Go^EUneft :^ if a mn wia bcu: 
m^ tlk; Eft2tl^«(} Gorenni^ 9 aad 1)e M^ a- 
|am<t it^ cry it 4cmii ^ tod ity i^ the Nbw-lfi- 
fthnrioft Ifito^ffMch they affc^lifted ^ tho^ thef mm 
beOmitotis^ llocliarqSabk, if{ir^4MrM; Prdud^ 
tep e t ttott ^ ^ bf^ibly oeh^rwireLoofela hk Obn- 
iftrfytk>nj \tt vKh a fOnn iiraB be cheriHied^ ap- 
tolai^ded, am^ryedmfbraSaint) a Freeieas^HiaBy 
and Zicatois ffar th^ 'Iiii^^ 

And ahiiough Biecm Ctremmts , that sure fer the 
Prcfttvation ^ the ESgaity of Region ^ aad to 
fceq[> du« Order aodRe^ilarity, are net Eflen^iai 
l^am df Cte^IHa^ ^ere evtt if^ efteeined 

by wife and (dber men > and ye^ari^uiea^d con- 
venience in the CSiurch^ ncvcrthefcfs^ wc may eafily 
oltferve am^ng men the fam^ Extt^mes as ar^ be*- 
fore noted ! Some pladng the whole weight d[ Re- 
^Kgipn in their j?rt» Olffepv^fsite j and making them 
the jrinckMl^ if W)t the tnd^, tn^ of 4 Soft of the 
Cmxb\ bating axvd dtfiifinj^ thofe that /mtfle my 
ihpfnn theijL or that do xtatcomQVBpkkeveryfim^ilfo 
to CTcir OMervance ^ thon^ they be othcrwife 
'fiMd in ^e Pripdpks of Fahh ^ fiom ss^firiH in 
thdriivcs ,J«jlJ aiS*o«e/? to aH men, and Ibber^ 
lemperateiand Usimelefe. 

' On the otter fide, ttere be a fort of men that 
placfe the matelt fttefs anddiftriminating Point of 
ChrifKan Religion in oppo/S^f and decfytn^ all Infiir 
mtd CeremmeSy thongn Imoctnt^ Detent ^ and with- 
out any the leaft touch of Saperftition in thera, yet 

thefc 
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thi^ -mSt be decri«d as t^opjihy Anticfariftian., 
\dcft!^y€ of ChriftianLiberty^ and.thf Party jthat 
with mc^ boldnefs and veheaiirace d^ctehns^againft 
a^aiy is valaed by them asa nio& precious man'^ 
. a m^n o^ Zeal and Courage, and needs little elii; to 
Juilifie;^ magnifie him with his Party. 

Pa.tbecKiierikle, though a man be of ^holy 
and /confcientious Life, found in Principles, ibber, 
blan^lefs, peac^aUe > i^et if he obferve thefe blame- 
^1^0( Cetiemonies, though with great moderfition 
!^nd> Charity to DilTenters, he fhall be flighted'and 
undervalued, efteemed a Fornoialilt^ a Time-£brVer, 
or at bell , ^ man wanting Courage , Zp\ > Luke- 
warm, Timorous, and wantii^ t& Power of 09^- 
Xvsf»i%* Such wild and wrong Meafures do men of 
, EJc^remes on al) hands take of the true Eilence an^ 
EQdsof Cbriftianity, 

,. iv. Agaki^even among Profefliarsof the Proteftaqt 
Religion, there^are divers diiputed and Contro^ 
vertw Pointy i as between the Calvimfis and ^mi- 
Maniy cfpecially touching the Vnivtrfdity of the 
Redcmftion by Chrilt, Perfeverance^md Falling from 
Grace 'y and almofl: every day there arife certain 
aep.Ofirnons ^ fomeof^fMfer importance, but very 
commipnly ptfmall and mconfidcrable moo^ent ^ an^ 
thefe are taken up by the feveral Parties poflibiy 
agreeing in the fame Fmidamentals of Chriltian Rcr 
ligion. And fome times they are entertained by a 
Party, of .men , becaufe their PailOTS are jof that 
Opinion, or feem to be foj though often they are 
taken up, or inftillcdintoaParty, to make a dis- 
criminative Mark between Perfons of feveral Ccnr 
gregations.And (hen it is wonderBiI to fee with w.hat 
lervour each Party maintains his Tenent , and as 
great wieight is laid upon it ^ as if the whole itrefs 

* /of 



of Cfiriitiatf Ibeligkin » aiid t\» Salni^o9 <^ the 
Soals of>n!eziiay upbi^it^ whin God k«ows tliey 
arc not of any mpmcnt in;iu : ^ : r . 

• Sudi^was £be old Contr«Eerlid)etv?«e& the £4/?m» 
and Wcfitrn Churches about>E^<r-4ii;f^«id'^^^^ 
than that ^ in the Apexes times , aboat ^^^'^ of 
meats offitrt^fo JdoU^zed ampng us at; this day- 
touching the five Arminfon. Qpcftions. And yet wc 
Ihair &e men as ferrent and zealpus abcmt th^m ^ 
as cenforious 9f DifTeittersfrom them^ as f(^ of 
^fe of the fame Opinion with them , as if all t^e 
Articles of the Chriitian Faith were immediately 
concerned in them *j when all the while they are not 
of any moment to the Salvation of men , nor qf any 
cdncerhmentf to the CbrilUan Religion^ or the Ends 
thereof, but are only Artifices impofed upon men 
to hold up Parties , .or to keep up fome Man or Par- 
ties Reputation \ imaginations which men are fond 
of, becaufe they are theii; owij, at leaft theirs whom 
they hate ingreat Veneration or Eftceni .. 

v.. Again ^th^fond Miftakes of men iathis kind, 
arc obfervable in very flight and trivial matters , 
which yet are entertained with a kind of Religious" 
Veneration^ . when they ferye to hold up Parties , 
or as difciminations of thtix, Profeflions. Among 
the profefied Monks and Fryars they have certain 
Habits aiSgned to feveral Orders , and as wcU 
anciently as now have feveral kinds oi Tonfttres of 
their Uteds i which they obferve with great feve- 
rity i and pl^ce much Religion in them. 

And even among the various Se£ts, or Perfwaliohs 
ainong thofe that leaft abhor Popery, yet we 
(haU fiiKl fome fuch fond things upon which they 
lay a great weight of their Religion : Sometimes 
in very Looks and compofingof their Countenance , 

lomc- 



ftttetfimi ill tie mauittr or tViw of ExpfdBonsi 

ibmetimes in HJmstailDfkffu ; loidittuiRs ia o& 
«fMi^a!xiJbrM>4i(f0iM'kilidqtocl^ iiball 
g{»efomeftwIfiftw6e$. ^ 

Yott fli&B kaw Jbflte tkattdic^ a g^t iKUiit of 
Rtiigitoid f<W4)tertilgck£4^ ^mh 
^i, or in the^timt M X^ir^ bnt yet. indii|g<i ti»m 
i^resoftenttines in the«attag trtdieciwcflftFifiK^ 
and tbi moft raftly Diet ^ckherAfaats: Qtbera: 
again iltkck thty moft neadt gcias &r cm tbt othrir 
£x»!tme, Cl^tafingtixtfe Sefl&nslor FcaftiifgtmQii 
FMl}/ and think it accaptabk to GtA; bianttt iff 
ivnscoiifteertoth^otliet'Extttiiio. -^ : ^ 

Again, a time fihere was' when it waa tiioqgiitt 
that Leng fiMr wa$ nnl^comiiig ProfeffiMis ^f C&k 
ftianity, and npon that account fonie didW ^ eboiif 
Mmrimt^ ^entoesttremity. But abok ihefaB^' 
ginnmg 6f the hte Wars 9 mdBiy tQobi^^ at fhfb]^ 
thotigltf:^ a more elevated way of (^^htmsdAt^i 
and as a Badge thereof wore thtir ijair ^SOioie 

J-ong» , 

The Gonf0rmiih ufdally wear Gkmt»mi Gaoo^T 
fiical Coats: Many of the No^crafennSfts \af wzf 
of difcriminatioQ nfe other HaMts. 

The firmtr officiate, ail the Gan^ n^iutd tjiieai^ 
in Surplices, and ibtnecimes with Hoods, and vmt 
are fo taken with it , that they ddnk the Ofiott 
want an Eflential Part when perfohned wkfaoitt it i 
fbme of the //rrm- think the fokmn Ontiaaikes^tta 
profaned fay it, and rendiMI Snperftitioas* 

But among all the d^^fpring Perfwa&ins ivmi^ 
lis, there are none that give a man mote am^ 
Evidence of Miftakes of this Nature, than di^itf' 
called' Qfi^s , who place it ^ecM: pdrt <^f cbeiii 

Ke- 



Rid^kai TBEk toiepii^ CO tlieir Hats, in ofiiig the 
^oro Thu and 7>(w, io ftiljog the Months dad 
Dftys of rhe We^k iK>t accordiog to the ufual Ap^ 
teUatibn;, bM the JSrlt, or fecoad moath, ordgy^i 
in oertaifl Habits aad Pdhires oiillfc^ other meni 
ia Silftoi: Dnrptioos at tbdr V^i^k Meedi|gs , in 
rcvilk^ wA trying 4own the EftabUflied MmiAiyi 
C^nm^, Sacraments, l^rds-d^y^ aod all manner 
^f Forms, whether osmniafided or ttfedb^r others I 
in r^tiiiqg to take an Oath when Lawfiil]|r callel 
ibxxemtoi^9xA&^ Take 

"aira^ but tw&) and the like aSeded SilperadditioDS, 
the torn are as other toen^ feme iodeed rety fo^ 
haci honefti jaft and plain-itcarted mea, aod found 
m moft, if not aU the importaat Dofttkies and Pra« 
Qices of Chriftiamt)!:} others (as it happens in aU 
HnofeffiMs) Sabtle, Goretous, Uocharitable, Ta« 
nniltiioasi IgnorantyFroud^Defpiftrsof others^ Slan^ 
dercrs, ana yet as long as they conforn^ to thdb 
&B in thefe hnpertinent or onwartantable finguk 
latkies, they pkafe themfelTes wtth the Stile of 
iia£ltQ^€9fG9dy and aie for the moft part eileemed 
fiichby tbofeof that Seft« 

Bytibislktle Survey, we cnay esifily take an Efti-* 
ittate of tbe Miftakes df Mankind, ami hrm anKHijg; 
ChriftisQs, touching the Millakes iii point of Chri^ 
i^uity and Cfariftian Religion , and hc«r ccxnoaoii 
it is to mifidaQEr the N^^ of Chl^iitian Reli^ioti 
andthe Nsnire of it^ and attribiite. it to fuch things 
as in trodik have nothing to do vvith it i but many 
tiims are diredlly contrary to it. 

And yet even in thefe Impettinendes riteny men 
place the greateft moment of their Religion, ai]^^ 
liare as aicat and many times a greater zeal and^ 
fiunroiirtor theoi^ than for the weighty Pbij^ta 
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and Diitkd of Chriftiani^^ aixl nloft of the bttft-- 
nefs of many loen Coofifts iii Velitatic^ and De- 
fences and Inreftives about tkend ^ the Ptalpits aAd 
the Prefs is engaged about them* Love, and Cha^ 
rity 9 aiKl even conunon Humanity , and mutual 
Converfation between Man and Man , Church and 
Church , Party and Party , is broken by the mu- 
tual colUiions and animofities concerning them. So 
that <;the Lord be merciful to us and forgive us) 
there Is as little LoVe, and as great diftance and 
animofity between many of the Diflenting Parties 
among Proteilants touching thefe matters, as there 
is -between Papifts and Proteftants, or between 
Chriitians and Infidels. And by this means the 
true Life of Chriftian Religion , and that whidhi 
Was the great EikI of its Inftitution, and the true 
geiiuine and natural EfTedt of it upon the heart and 
fbul, and, courfe of Life, is lolt or negleded by 
them that profefs it , or difparaged among thoie 
that either have not entertained it, or at leaft 
i^Htertained it as they do the Cuftoms of the Coun- 
iry- wherein they are educated. Thefe men, wheb 
they fee io much Religion placed by Profeflors xjf 
Ghriftianity iii thefe things, which every intelli- 
gent man values but as Forms , or Inventions , or 
Modes^ or Artifices, and yet as great weight laid 
ilpoh them, as great fervour and animofity irfed for, 
4>r againft,thera,asalmoft for any Points of Chriitian 
Rdigion,they are prefently apt to cen&re and throw 
off all Religion,' andreckon all of the feme make. . \ 

But when all is done , true Ghriftian Religion is 
a thing of ianother kind of make , and is of another 
kind of Efficacy , arid direfted unto , and effective 
of d nobler End , than thofe things about which y 
as above is faid , men fo much contend , and that 

' makes 
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SiJEikes (b ^eat a buftle and poift in the World, 
As the Cre4€ffd4 are but few and plain , fo the Fa-- 
^frda , or thiijgs to be done , are fuch as do truly 
ennoble ^d advance the Humane Nature, an^ 
pring it to its due habitude ^ both to God an4 

Man. . .:.... ; ; ;. ^ ; • . ', : 

,. It teacheth and tutors the foul to a high.reve-i 
reri^e and veneration of Almighty God , a fincerQ 
aiKl upright walking as in the prefence of the Inn 
yiiible i All-feeing Ogd ; It makes a man truly to 
love,: to honour, to-obey him, and thejrefore.fareful 
%o know what his will is v it renders . the heart, 
highly thankful tQ^ him 9 both as his Creator, Rf^« 
cieeijier, and Be;nefeftor : It makes a, man entirely tx>: 
^p^nd upon him , to feek to him. for guidance, and. 
diredtion,.and. protection j to fubmit to his Will 
with all Patience ,. and Re(|g(iati(Hi of Soul: rit. 
gives the Law 5ot only to his Words and Actions .» 
but to his very Thoughts ?nd Purpofes , that he 
4ares not entertiain a[ very thoughf unbecoming the 
fight ^d Prefence of that .God to whom ail our 
thoughts ?re legible : It teacheth and Ijringeth 3^ 
igjin to. fuch a. deportment both of external and 
internal fobriety, a§^ may be decent in the prefence 
of God slhd all his holy Angels :. It crufheth and 
Calls dowh an Pride and Haughtinefs both ip a, 
mans fleart , and. Carriage , and giy es him an. hum- 
ble frame of Soul* and Life , both in the fight of 
Qod a»d Men : 1 1 regjulates aixi governs the Pafljons 
of the Mind , and brings them into due moderation . 
apd frame : It gives a man a right eftimate of this . 
prefent World , and fets his heart and ho^s a- 
bpve it, fo tbat he never loves it more than it de- 
lerves : It makes the Wealth and Glory of this 
\^orld . high places , and great Perferments , but 
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oi a low aad little vatoe to han ^ fy that he k 
neither covetous nor ambitioaS) nor over^j^IicttMs 
toficeming thi$ advastages of it: It bt:in^ a 
man to that in»ne that Righteonfii^, lumce^ 
Honefty , and Fidcdky is as it w^c port cf Wb 
Nature ^ he can fooner dye than conunit or puipoie 
that which is tti^ft, diflKmeft, or unworthy a 
good man : It makes him value the Love of God 
and peace g[ C^ofcience sA)pve.all the Wealth iai 
Honours in the Worlds and be very vigiiaiit to ke^ 
k Inviolably : Though he be under a doe appre^ 
henfen of the Love of God to him^ yet k ke^ him 
hbmble and watchful , and free mm all ^^riCvmp^ 
t^n, <ib that he dares not under a vain coufideBc^ 
of the- IndulgeiKe, and Mercy, and Farour of Go^ 
i^rn afide to conimit or purp^ ei'eli the leaft ish^ 
jury to man 9 he performs alt Hs Duties to God 
in fincerity, and integrity ^ and ionftabcy; ami 
while he lives oa Earth, yet hi&Con^edMio&y 
his Hopes , his Treafure , and the Sower of his 
Expeftation is in Heaven, and he ^threly cndea* 
vtours to Walk fotably to fuch a llope: InSm^ 
it reftores the image of God unto tile Soul i^ 
Righteoufiipfs aM true Holinefs. 

' 'ComfefitHmJHs^faftfiieanmifanSkofi^ 

mentis^ & ificoShm g€ner0f>ft§H$ b^fia. 

Thefe, and the Hke to theft, atethceuds, de%i^ 
and Effcft of True Chriftian Religion, truly to- 
ceivcd and digefted in the Sotri. And certainly- 
any man that duly confidereth , will find that ^ef 
arc of another kind of Nature and Value , thaa 
thofe fublime Speculations, I^lkiick Conlbitutions, 
Forms or not Forms, affeflied Stngubrities , ujpon 

which 
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which many lay the weijght of Religion and for and 
touching which there is fo much Contrition and 
Animofity in the World. So that methinks men 
in this regard are like to a Company of fooUflf 
Boys 9 who when the Uxxt is broken , run fcram* 
bUqgafter the pieces of the Shell 9 andinthemea^ 
whue the Ko^nel is negle^d and loft* 

Now touching the Reaibns or Caules of theft 
Miiapprehenfiens touching*Religi<m , they are va« 
rioii$ : Soamt deferve companion , sukLothers are 
more or lefs excufabk, according to their feyeral 
kinds: t. Sme pcrionstraly Godcientioas and 
^ealoBs of any thing that they judge to be diQ)iea« 
£qg to God) as not agreeable to his WiH, tsA 
idbterving the many GorrnptiMs ^ that the Romifif 
C^hurcb have brought into the VVorlhip of God , 
a^e very fufotcmus of any thing that may look, 
as they tlunk 9 that way } and therefore , though 
they are otherwiie men of found and Orthodox 
Principles, and of a truly righteous, fober, znA 
pious Life « yet jperchance are tranfported ibme- 
what too mr in urupling or oppc^i^ fome Cere- 
monies or Forms , And ppffibly their Education 
and Converf'^an with men of fudi Perfwaiions Imve 
confirmed them m it^ib that they do not oppofe out 
of a frowardnefs or peevifline& of mind , or out 
of Pride , or a Spirit of Oppofition , but in the 
fincerityaod iimplKrityof theo* hearts, and put .of 
a teodernefi iw the Horoui: of God. Thefe , 
thoq^h they are or issf be miftaken in their Per- 
iWafons, yet certainly dejirve C^nfaffkn^ Tender- ' 
mji^ yea aiid LwcgiS^^ much rather than Severity 
or Gemenft. ^ 
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2. Others again , obfetving that certain Modes 
and Forms , and the rigorous Obfervatipns of them, 
are the common road for atmning Preferments or 
Favours of great Perfons , upon 'that account ex- 
ercife a marvellous fervour of mind for them, iand 
a vigorous oppofition of all that come not iip to 
them in every punftilio , that they may thereby be 
' iaken notice of ^ and imployed as bfcful and lit aw4 
vigorous AlTertors and luftruments for this pur- 
pofe. . • . 

» ^ . Many times Gain and Profit is the End and 
DeCgn of many Practices and Politioni appendica- 
ted to Chriftian Religion, as is before oMerved 
in the Romifli Church j and it is eafily obfervablc 
that'Intereft, Profit, and Temppral Advantage 
have ia ftrong byafs upon Mens Afreaions , and are 
dearer to tliem than the Truth of Religion , and 
carry men more yigoroufly in their upholding and 
maintenance , 'ttein Religiort it felf ddth : And be- 
caufe the pretence of zeal for Religion carries a^ 
feir Plaufibility with All men, therefore thbfe very 
tfiings that are but Engines of Gain^iA Prtfitzvc 
Chriftened with the fpecious Name 6f Religion. 

It Was the making of Silver Shrines for Diana ^ 
the* Art whereby the Artificers got their living, 
that ratade the Out-dry, Great is Diana of the Efhe- 

4. Again , it is very certain tliat Mankind hiath 
a hngt-kindnefs^u&^parfi'alfty for mslttcfs of theii^ 
mn Invention ^ andfet ia greater rate upon them, 
than upon other ihatters handed 6ver to them by 
others :' And hence it comes to pafs- that a new ^ 
Fancy or Opinion^ a new Form of Worfbip , Difci: 
pline^ or Government, that any man hath invented 
itf Ihjdied out, is to fuchti man ordinarily of greater 

value 
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Value aiKl moment than it deletves, and (ball be 
maintained with greater zeal. Fervour and Animo- 
lit jr, than Points of greater truth and moment, as if 
tbe^reat moment and weight of Religion and Chri- 
fiianity lay in it , which is in truth soothing elfe \fat 
the Effeft of Self-love and Seif-qo^ceit. 

5. Again, thoqgh by Nature man b^ a {bciable 
Creature, yet there is in moft moa a certain Itch 
of Pride , which makes tjiem afFe4 ^ ffifirimimtim 
from others.^ and to become a kind .of fe fanned Party 
more refined than the relb of the fame Common 
' Prafcffion^ 

I do remember in the b^^i^ng of pur late 
Trokblesy the oniy forty that vtfilify dffeared j'ouvqtq 
Jbme that defiredfome Reformation in Church'-mattprs : 
And wlien that Party had obtained, nnder the Name 
of the Tresbyterian Tarty , in a very little while 
there arofe a more fublime Party of men > called 
the Independent or Congr^ational men, which 
much deljufed4Jie.»former, as not arrived to a jult; 
Mtafure of Refixmation . Shortly after that there 
arofe a -fcindof Lay Tarty^ which as much underva- 
lued the Ind|kndent, and indeed the Minltry hi. 
general. 

After that there arofe a Party difcruninating it 
felf from.all the former, viz.. th^jQHaksrs* Theft 
various Parties were as fo many Subdivifions and * 
Recodifications of what went before. 

Now the means of holding up this Difinimna^ 
Hoit of Parties are certain fekEtOpnionSy TracHfes^ 
or MoJks^ which are like the 3a^t$ or Colours 
that dveeach Party its Denomination, Diftini^ion^ . 
aid DifGriminatiDn : And confeciijfently tbefe Dif- 
crimi^iye JBadgei hare as great a rate fet upon . 
th«ir:arcach^Sed fets upon it fclf i and therefore 

C 4 muft 
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muft be upheld uoder the very NotiM of the life 
Religiony and muft be maiBtaioed with the grea^A 
fervour imaginable ; for otherwtfe the ImaoSUoti 
of the Scdts themfelves would fall to the ground y 
and beccMBe contemptible both among themfelvei 
and others^ becanfe otherwife there would ^I^fa^ 
Very little and inoRrfiderable reafon, upon trirai^ 
or fiaall reafon$ , to Separate and Divide finom c^ 
thers , and to Un-Chnrch and Ihi-Ciixiftiism th^ 
that are not oftheir Compa&y or Sociecy • 
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TH £ Troth and Spirit of Religion comes in s 
Barrow- axapa&^ thngh the Eflfed and C^ 
peratiptt thoreof are large and difiii$Te. Sokmim 
OEanprebeAded it in a few words > Fear God^ i6»i 
hitflm dymmdnimtntty for tlw is the whole Ditty ^ 
^^! The foul andlife of ReligkMflk the I^ear of 
God , which is the Principle of QbecBericc \ bat 0-' 
oediaioe tohisComnuffids, tvhidiis anaihiCMrex- 
^oSk of that life , is various , according to the va- 
riety of the Caaunands of God: IfitaketKcnkt' 
of an Acorn, the Principle of lift lies in it: Th^ 
tha^ «. ielf is but finall, bat the- Vegpttlie Prin- 
c*plc tliat lies in it takes up a k& room, than ttMt< 
Keniel it «f , little more than the qvaotity 4f i 
iiffaU I>iri» h«ad, as is eafie to beobfavodbr E*. 
perimeitt, botthe ex^idfeof that Spark of Ufe^ 
^%«and coiiipretm)fiTemitst:^era«iosi ittn^" 
dnceth a gr<at Tprte, and in that Tree tlw ^, 

' the 



the Boflyy tbe Bark^ the JLimbs, tii§ JLcaveS) th« 
Fruit } aad fo it is with the Principk of True Ke^ 
Iigk«% tbe Principle it felif lies in a narrdw com- 
m&^ Dttt the adtmty land energy of it is dtfiufiu 
aad various. 

This Principle hath not only Produfticns that 
Batntafiy Sovr from it ^ bat where it is it ftnasents 
wA affimalaies^ and gives a kind of Tindture evea 
toother Aftioiis. that do not in their own Katurt 
fofiow frodiit^ te the Nature and Gvil Adions of 
fmr Lives ni^er the former was our Lords Parable 
of a Gsain of Mttftard, under the latter of his Coin* 
parifonof Levwileft aswefee inother thing$of Ka* 
ture : Tafce a little Rod Whie, and drop it into a 
VefleJ of Water, it gives a new TinCture to the Wa« 
ter^ or take a grain crf^ Salt and put it into fre(h Lir 
quor^ it doth communjicateit felt tothe next adjacent 
part of the Liquor, and th^ ag^ to the next, until 
tbe whole beiennented : Sothat finaU and little vitel 
l^rindi^eof theFearofGoddothgraddaUyaud y^ 
fuddenly ailimulate the a&ions of oar life fiowmig 
frcm another Pi'inciple. It rectifies and moderates 
our AfFbftioiis^ aad Paffions, and A|q;)etites^ it gives 
Tntthtaoiir^f>eech, Sobriety to oar Senib, Bnmir 
Uty to omr Parts, ai^ the like. 

Rel^On is bdi: in its Simflkny and Pmty^ but 
difficult to be retained fo ^ without SuperlhmicHis 
and Accdfions ; and thofe dfr comnloidy in time 
&^ 4ir^ C^ the 5j>^iO^ of Relidon , unkfi 
nMidiCareaodCircimi^^eatocibeufed: TheCon- 
ten^pesatiom ate fo nmyzai fo tmmherfomy that 
Religion lofeth its NafMrt ^ or is firm^gUd by than u 
Jnft as a mad that hath £ime Excellent Sunple CkMr- 
dial or Spirit,, andputa in JMusk in it to imake it 
fnieil^Wpety aad Honqf to misrkeit tafo ptea£mt, 

and 
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and it t^ay be Cantharades to make it look glorious* 
Indeed- by -the Infiifions he hath giWaita veryjfer 
SmtU^ atkl Taft ] and Colowr^ but yet he hath fo 
cie^Wit, mi fofhifiicated it with SaperadditiOHS^ 
that it may be he hath altered the Nature , and d©^ 

ftroyed the Virtue x>f it." 
TTie Siiperadditions arxi SuperftruaioasinPoint of 

Religicm arc very manyj- ^nd from very Aiiny and va^ 

rious tempers in men th^t add them. As for InAance^ 

f . There is one common $uperadditl6li that na^ 
rurally all mea are apt to bring into it, t^i^c that it 
may Gratijk • the Smfe ; for in as much as the molt 
powerful and immediate influence upon us conle$ 
mm and tli^ough our Senfes^and thiat Spiritual 
and internal apprehenfions have not fo itrdng or con* 
ftant an Impr^on upon us ^ they ieem thuigs at a 
diftance , flat , and the Soul is weary of bearing it 
felf upon them; men arfe apt to drefs up Religion 
fo as it may be gratefiil to the Senfe::, Make hs Gods 
that may go before hs :■ And this is the chief origind 
of Idolatry^ and alfo of Suferfiition. 

k. Thfere are other Superadditrons diat come 
even from the accidental inclinations^ mentofome 
fpecial matter which thfey valiie and Ipve ; and that 
they carry over into Religion ; and many times- 
mingle with it. As for the purpofe -^ take a man 
greatly admiring natttral Philofofhy^ he will be apt 
to mingle and qualifie Religion with PhUafophical 
Notums. Many of thofe things of Arifiotk that are 
harflily and:diihonourablyfairertcd cxMcerning the 
Deity, are from his tenacious adherinK to certain ' 
Philc^ophical Poiitions th^the had fixed upcm. 

Behmen y who was a- great Chymift: refolves 

aimoft ^1 Religion inChyndftry, aQd'n'^mes his 

^ Conceptions of Rdigionihiiable..aaA<:Qtiformablc 

to Chymical Notions. Socinns 
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SocinHs and his followers, being great Mafters 
(rf*Reiaibn^ and deeply learned in^ matters of -Afe-. 
rality^ mingle ahnoft all Religion with it,* and form 
Religion purely to the Moidel and Platform of it. 

Many great Phyficians that have much obfcrvcd 
the Conftitutions of Mans Body, have figured to 
thcmfelves. Notions of the Soul conformable to the 
Refults of their Obfervationsan the Body. 

And as thus in thefe forts of men , fo again men 
of Metaphyfical and Notiond Brains and Education \ 
as the Schoolmen , they have conformed Religion 
tod ' their Notions concerning it to Metofhyficki : 
And indeed have made that which is and ought to 
'be the' common Principle for the aftuating of all 
men, yea ^en of the meanelt Capacities, to bca 
meer Collection of Subtilties, far more abltrme' 
than the moft intricate and fublimated Humane 
Learning whatfoever. 

Again, take z Polititian •, ot States^ntMy and he 
fliall moft eafily conform Religion to State^PdUy^ 
and make itindeed a moft excellent and incompara* 
ble Engine for it, and nothing elfe. 

And if We narrowly look upcMi the Method and 
Syftem of Religion as it is formed by the R<mijh 
Hiefarchy^ it is a moft exquifite piece of Humane 
Policy^ ahd every thing therein mited with moft 
exquifite Art and Prudence for the fupport of the 
. Grandure and Intereft of that State : This hath 
mingled with the Chriftian Religion the Pofes In- 
famility and SHpremacy^ his Power of P^r^w^, and 
JDiffenftng his Keys of HeavemvA HeU^ his Pur- 
gatory and IjuMgemesy and Images^ and Jldoratians of 
them i his ReHqnes^ and Pilgrimages^ and Canmfing 
ofSaintSy and a thoulaiKl fuch kind of ftufFmoft in- 
comparably fitted to mens Paflions and Affections i 

and 
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ii tafiij^part dmt mx^ atti6cta| aad medio^ 
Fabrkk of tte PppiJh State : For indeed it^ 
isflOiJther* 

And i£ we k>ok kto ot)ier Kin^ooisaixl Plaices, 
weAuill eaiUy find^ that Rel^^km i$ fbfiated aixl or- 
deredafi maybeft cc^duqe to the pfS^,order,wealtbf 
and amplitttdc oT ^rery Kingdomi for wife Fob* 
tidans, finding that ReUgkm hath a grett inqp^ 
iioaoi! mens minds > aixl therefore if it be ix>^ 
xnamgedby the Policy k£ ftate^ may prrore on uRr 
ruly JtafindTsi if it be contempmited with Mixture 
prejudicial to ^ State, and that it may be a mo^ 
excdOent En|iQ(ifit€aHbe aianagedand aAuated 
for the Bei9»t of the State, do rad to it amdi of 
thei^own^that it may be managed ttpraoccafion, and 
they dre(s upReii^on with State Potity^ whereby in 
truth it beCmncA iMhing elfe but a meer pew'cfHn^ 
mane Policy^ under the Name of Religion. 

And on the other fide, thofe either folitick^or 
difimtntid Spirits 4 that would ^ut a Kingdom in*, 
to Blood aiQa Gomufion , do mingle Difiontents^ 
and F amies ^2xA ImsypnMkns^ Snf^tms and Frtmard- 
f^fi with Religion , and call this confiifed Mixture 
of Phandes and Paflkms , Relimn : And* manage 
and brandi/fa this Weapon with mighty dtfadvi^i. 
tage to that St^e which they oppqk. 

For it is molt a|qpareift , th^t as nothing hath (a 
great an impuliion upon nien , as that which a»nes 
iinder the apprehenbcm tJtMt^n^ in as much as 
it conceCfls tlKi ^rea{^ good, even their everlaftiiig 
Souls and Happidefs; ib nothing is of fi> univedai 
Goncei^iment as t^s ^ ^ theretore like to MbraS; 
the tnoft FoUowers) lo/t evtry man hath not an 
Epm to care for; but eVefy maft hath a Sokl to 
care&^i ftftl tence it is that fonxd any greuGo^ 

fcft 



teft ^ekwan Piriiym hatb happcsied iA tM^ latter 
jfcan^ nor Icawe any Oomnocioa m a State, b^ 
JBeiwm is owBfd ra 4U Jftks^ ^md God^ ^ Us 
€4ufc^ and liili'C^9wi^> owned on dB kmtU^ tsmd 
li«ome ftill the Ibrao^ kfor i{f/]i|i^ , and who 

fend thembte tlie^ ^aU hamk infoft into the (htn^ 
llioy^ caH AflK^ tfaofe tfaliigs ^at naay ifldi pro- 
babljFaad pofitkkly hold totlieirPmy. 

Agaki, ia Contseft aaioiig Chrgymm^ liFWf on^ 
!Ti4iiia and Ofdi^ Religioii m that Drefs that may 
laollr make it their 0vm, aad iea»% k to fkemJUves. 

ll8&e^l^;f/]^.<7/«»'£yiK^'^.* Held wtot you wHf, 
if yea hdd net the Sifprsmaey and ^Smw of the 
Pope^afi tiiereft of yeer ReK^on is not worth a nib. 

Cm»etotlie MtformU Bjp^^opdCkrrf : As to the 
Jte^x £if»iir/icf they dlifdaim^ifc : Bat ifyon acknow* 
k^ge not Epfl^d Gwirkmem^^ if yod fsp^r not 
Cammed Oktdknae^to your Oyv^M^) ^7^ fbhmtt 
npC to the Litimgf^ and Ceremdmesj^ Fiftmentfy and 
A^fiAj3&A in^ Church, yon are at befta5r^ii/^ 

Again, c»ffle to the f¥eihyt4i^um Clergy ^ they 
will tett you EpMccpai Government is Mom^ and 
Sti^fiit'tQHs ^ and thek Csremmiex and U&ges Anti^ 
d»lftian Ururpai>k>ns $ bUMf you mean to be t>f a 
marrantable ReiigiM, you fndift fiibmk to the Pref-- 
^rerM^Govenulient astt*«)y ApofMicaL - 

Come to the InJhfendem , ne declaims againi}: 
both the former, andteHs yoo that the trne Con- 
formity to ApoffioBcal Order k in the Congregatio- 
nal way. 

Take the j^t^Aftift^ and he tdfe yqu all the for- 
mer are raih and irreligions , unle& you will be 
nbapiud and UfiedlvkiSmt Church. 

• Again^, 
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Ag^ill, in Points of DBSirine , ai well as Dilo^ 
pline, it is mofl: plain that Tenants are profefled 
or deqryed fbt.diftinSHon 0/ P^rwi :,Witnefs the 
" Conteft between the^riw/^inw. Patty: jand xh^^Odv^ 
nijticd Party, which afeonly ufed as Methods on ^r 
ther iide^toattrad Profelite^and diltinsuifli Parties: 
(^6, in thefe and the liKe difthKfitiQnsi ot Parties &ml 
Profeffionsthe Superftru&ionsaild Additions are in a 
manner incorporateid and grafted iii]E:Q;Religion9 and 
in eifedt give the onlyDenoaiin^tioA^tt) iU according 
to the variqus Interefts and Affeftiontf of PartieiJ 
Men in truth 9 the main buiinefs of thefd. and tbi: 
like Additions and Superftrudtions , are butPblides 
to difbinguifh, and fortifie, and increafe Parties. - 

3 , There ■■ arc fonde SHperadditiom to Religion i 
that^ though I do not think they are.to h&cqnd^mmdj 
yet are carefully to ]^\40i^gf^0JcdixomthQ trpc and 
natural Life of Reli£io^,'^ 5kI So long as they arc 
kept under that appretienfipn, they may, if frkdeatip 
applyed and moffogedy do good. But If either they 
zvc mfTHdemlyinJiitHted^ immdently applyed^ or ifu, 
' con[iderateiy over-^alaed^^s if they were Rffligim^ they 
may and many timesi do barm , and fuch>are. dcicent 
and inoffenfive Forms. in the External Woflhip of 
God appointed by the Civil Magiftr^te^ by the. 
advice of thofe that.are-defervedly eminent in the 
Church for their Piety, Learning,* a|id Prudewe, 
And there feems to be^ery good. .Reafpn fo^ it. - 

1. Beqiufe if every man Ihould bereft, to himfdfi 
there would Confn^o^'enfuc ^ becaufe no man knew 
anothers Mind, or Rule of his external Deportment. 

2 . All men have not that equal Prudence to judge 
what were fit to be ufed r The Magiftrates are bell 
to make choice of thofe perfons^hat are fitteft:tQ 
advife,and their Recpmmendatiop$. would be of grear 
tclt authority with others. . 3-* K 






. 3. !fe i£rim)ft certain^ tImtJi(mbeiAg:c^ 
of Soul apd Body ) canaot &' xegularly oaod well 
fix himfelf to ills Duty y. without fpmeJttAifiahk 
help to his Demotion}: fttch are vocal Prayers,,' 

Kneeliug^ aiid^otherGeilures proper for the m^ter 
of Worfhip which he inteinds. 

And this inay be one Rcafon , why the iJLord, 
though he ftriftly forbad .alHdolatry ancl.Super- 
ftition , andf HieathquiOi Pra^k^ to the Sfopi^ yet 
did appoint Sacrifices, ^iel!:s, a glorious Taber-» 
oacle , afid the Ark^ ivWh was not oi^ly a diy^r- 
^n from the M^tuin Idolatry which they hsA feen^ 
but alfo ?L help to their natural infirmity for the 
excitation of tljeir Devotion* 

- And although our Lord Jefus came to ^ogMe 
even that /puhtlgence.y and foretold that tbioie rib^r 
Worjhipf^: the ^^ Father:, fflsqdd Worfhif him in S first 
Md ip Tmh^ iplertli^ Qo^ly yet it is cf rtain 
that the inwipdiate Apoftlg? of Chrift did fct cer- 
tain orderly Qbferyances in the Church for decen- 
cies fake^i .^od it: was juftly allowable : As concern- 
ing the order of the exepcife qf their Supernatural 
Gifts, Concerning Womens fpeaking in the Church, 
Concerning Mens being covered in the Chjirch, and 
Women vailed , Concerning the manner and order 
of receiving the Sacrament, and the like . 

: But as there, be Reafons.ior it , fp thpre be Cau- 

t;ions to be irfejlii^ itv 

1 . That thf y be not too iwmevMs \ for thei r Mul- 
titude will rather ppprefs than fecure Religion. 

2. That in their Natures they be not Sf^erftitmsy 
but keep as much diftance from it as well may be j 
otheiwife they will be in Religion , as the dead Fly 
in the Apothecaries Oyntmcnt. 

-' ' ' 3. That 
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). That diey be cieaa and decent, nbttdoiuliof 
Tmf or opemmm: Ceremonies flxxild be uftd as 
we ufe a Olafs, rather to freftrw the Oyl^ than 
UXMdorn it; Too moch Pomp caniieth Jealoafiei 
efming^odmrn^ ofude^ai^ratioiieithertajewiih 
Ceremonies or Popifll Vamtiei. 

4. That though foth att not tb be r^USN^ be- 
cao&thef are Amitmy feif they become Vnfufo^ 
ndU^ tliey are not t6 be i»eU sieeriy becaufe they 
ate Jmkm. It is with Cermiomes as with Ibme 
ether things timt are fit to be changed when they 
become un&ful or offenfire, as the Low^-feafis^ 
Mxinm VnOm^ and fimie other things, poffibi^ 
IM*a£bi{ed , and fit enough , in the Primitive times i 
Afa Ay Geranonies were at fir ft iniFented and prafti-* 
ftd, to win over nncomrerted Heathehs) tdincoo- 
rage week Chrifttans j efpecially the Jems , wh6 
were not eafily to be drawn fr<xn their Legal Ge- 
remonies : But when People become a Knowing 
People, that iee beyond th(^ GeremcHues , and 
imderftand when, and why, and how they came 
in, then it were Prud^ioe to diffenfi with, or 
clMft^e them. 

5. That they he mi nrgsd with t^ mucbtigOHr or 
feverhy upon fuch as amfikntkufly^ refnft them: 
Charity to a weak Brother in thmgs indifi^ent in 
their own Nature, is tbea to be exercifed, When 
my Brother is offended therewlthr, or never: And 
if it be laid it is his dnty to fAamit to the Churchy 
and not the Church to hun ; I do tbiidc that an* 
fwer win not ferre in this ciSt \ for far eiy diougll 
a Chiki owes a Duty tp a Father, yet his negleft 
therec^, efpecially if it be upon a ^on&ientioW 
account, will' not excufe the negleft of a.Fathen( 
Duty to his Child : The Apoftle profcfled he would 

abitain[ 



^^ftai|i:ftl« tbiop lawful rather than bffen4 his 

. ^ 6. AiKi eQ^daUy thai; w^ be qtreful t;o remei^W . 
that Rtlfgi&n is amther thing frpm theft Cenm'onkff . 
The(c are €i9^€i,»^^.Jk)v Orfwpef^r they aretlje 
J^r^Jh^fziA, t^^TilW^ifg^ of;>R?UgW?t the belt,, ; 
bpt.tbp%rofQo^jftof,ahigJve«5.5«^rjaioq. .^. 

t It is: a^ jwrtiftil ?lWg to fee npep^fija, upon this 
igaftake;> ^fpeci^tlyr i^ 1^^ l^tier^t^ime^ i o^e^pla^ 
cing aU his Rel^ipnin jio^dii^it bt,CJ^ifi,s 

yy^^y another ^Ip^ ReUffpR W thi%> . to; hold i 
noVmj^^anjfA fff^d't jOnc holding all .Ueligioi) ijo > 

another , by holding; ; frpsbytcry , to be jitrt divim/^ 
another in crying ; up O/r^e^^riwi^/ QovernoK^itji.. 
another in Jnahapifm,^ one in pl^y^igg all Reljgi^ , 
in the ihridt . obfer:i^tioA,of all, t^mo^s y another, 
in a Jtrid rtf//<y^-of aJl : One hplding,^ great .pa^t . 
of Religion in ppttingp/ the Hati, ^d ifcwi^.jtf:.; 
tht JSTame ^. J^yi^ v 'another ju^giiigi map a^ldp^ , 
later for it;; , Aod;aj^d placing his Religionr^^ , 
putting .off his Hat ty »one > and .fo like si cpp- . 
pany of J^ysthat Wow Bubbles put of a WalJ-niit.^ 

ih5eH:i ievery.one.rupsrfterhisV^b^ andca\]sj[t 
Religion}, and. every one meafiire§ tihe ^R^igipn or. 
Ifrellgion of another , by their agreeing or diflent . 
tii^ with , them in:thefe or the like mattersi \ and ^t 
bfft ^ while . we fci;^rable, and i^rig^e ?bqut ^time- 
pieces of the .Sb^i,, i^c Kgrnei .is either. Ipft > . or 
gotten % ibme that ao not prize aby^oi their Con- 

:Belkve it. Religion is. oui^;c another thing froni, 
al} thefe Matters v ij? that tears the lx))rd of Heaven 
andg^rth.^ ^wjjfks humbly.before l^im., thankfully 
lap's holci of the Meflage of,|Ccdcmption by Chrijft; . 

D Jefus, 
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JeOis y ftr^a io €k^B Iiii iHiilfltiitttlll' ^ #(^ 
Sincerity of his Obedience , is fbrry Wltlt ill M4- 
f0»(#heitfie ediil€s ffiort«f M^Dtiiyv ^tte^t^ 
falfy in thecfe^l f^ftiMftlf^ diMi hoMHiffr c«li^ 
mm^ triih »ijr LtHI df' Mndnfe dbt tf'fie ili# 
in tite kaft i»i6ifiir» is ttlHjg&ti8^ h^lteiK MSde JSlV- 
Peace by tme Rtpenliinc^, ii^ ti^ ^ Itf 9 i^c^HS^ 
jnft m liis Aai()iisr Chifitim^ Miih»t>Mt-,-: msnc^ 
in his DbratiStM, tbat firiti fiM^ tf €ii6#it«F)^^^f:' 
hbnolirGoa, t}ibil|h witfr ^e;^f)iai(f{^<{itftFlfyi'«!f ^ 
idipaiiiiy \ that fctb Ms Mj^ ig-ift»af<reri ^ iTnd fiii 
GdnV(>r&ti«n in £U^«<nto, ttet^tkftid iii6« 4it>lifilii^- 
'ya&f£t tikrttgft ne^d» i& tttft^ ^ llH>i aaVaB«lig6$ 
aid &n tfHs bii^tife be fiei tiidl tkU Is ^Wm f 
aid ftars faimliiieatdfe h&idi^ hdfi, thm ftMFft^ 
ii\«IIS!)rlH9so6atali6L^liisgfat!tt&^ SKl^ai!iiay 

JttdeftmlM^ iog to Jn^s^^^i- miethat he #ti^ 
a^iRiflr/K^, orweai^nbne'^ Vlihfthcf^ fife ki*^/ d»^j^ 
othekrshdhe^ Whethct hfc i{nfiie}s.«ft thti G»iMMk)ifoi^ 
of for Cemfcidj&^fee jf^<fr4r-fft!j ; hfc haflH IRfc 
Lfe<fRH^ ill M», and that Life iSs JttSftfei 
and kia c6nfbrhi hi^ fBtil tb th« htk^i^Vi^Wm-y 




r€hU, ...... 

Qnlhe other fide^ ff^ h*» j%*»*/ mUte'StA^ 
Cbd, tiares commit sihy On i^ith >pi^nlt^i<»h, -d^ 
dririk cxceiGwiy , T#e* taiftiy <Jr ftifty, idnl8ift 
Adtrfteryj Lye, Cbieh, Ghidft,'%i(<Ei*Wsft«»i- 
fes, live loofely,' though he pradtife every Cei^ 
rabny nerct fo curioufly, or is ftabbouAV'Slipofe 
them; thoogh Itc cry down BifliqM , or ery «Wii 
Presbytery ; though he be re'baqpriied fev*y 4kf^ 
or thotrghhed^lautt agairdl k asliettfie j ^lee^ 

he 
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J^ f aft j»^ file IriMtf or Feajt? out of preteow of 
.;^To«iu|fi Si«)frftitiea^ yet ijotw^blkadiBg theff, 
and a thouuii^ f^^ff ijcteroal Coiiifornjitk*^* (jjr 
^kUB Qpf!pg|:i<9i96 of ^f m » he wants t% tli: of 
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0//Ae Chrijiiaj^ Religion ^ the Suprfif^im 
' ' ufonit ^ 4hiAmmofii^riiiontthe^:;..^ ] •'. 

?TWE ChrilKjiiJUIj^ .and Oo^rific W»s fey 
A tbc <fOod»fe.«ad Wif^m i)f God d^ji4 
to betbecortiifi#itt«p*8»<J m€tho4i:o briiife.jyj^jsh 
kind to their Chief Ejid ^ rmH^yi .to I^v\^f/ ?04; tlii 
iiitc^ Md <>tey, ftwiglorifif -, pJm qverfiftijigjiy to 
ifljojr AlAigfaty God tlie Chi«6j|t Oood- 
, And to tliat ehd it. wM giveft oiit with aU jtH 
^jkitanefs lind Pdrfidcuity , wich pll Evid^ipc^md. 
<;eitaiE(t7 ( ia Do^kvWa^ Region contai{ii}igJPr.&*. 
cppts of all Hoitine& and Pmkjy of a)} Kightc^fnefsi 
aiMl HoAc&jr, fif all iiOsgantmity , BeQig^iipy^ aiid> 

Qiatlenofs, SsBrfotncfi^ Mcdwfefev ajad Chf^rif y i* 
of jil Atodchttioii aiid Pkieti^, ,of a^l Sot»riety ^\ 
Jemtid^aDoe $ iubSrief * it isr a Religion tii^t x% 
^jd»irfl(bly aad.^lii^deiitly ci^i^kiu:ed to i;nal^ a 
ipa« y what itateoi he flwuld fee ^ l>iou$ tov^^rds^ 
Qod, Juft aad Beae^qeot towards Miefl, and torn*- 
pe^ate iahiiHi^^^iitted f^ a lifeof Piety, HonoAyr 
Jviftice^ aid Guooidatf s 9 and Happifiefs hereafiucr* 
Sttcb is the Gfahitian Ilf^ioii^ wA. fuch the, men ^ 
niuft /te that are tiidy: costbraiabiid to it ^ apd ^ H 
atqrai^ prafeffing CliriStiapity^be jaot fuch a ma«,ic . 
L D 2 is 



j5 A bifsowfc 

is becaofe he comes fo much fhort of his dae 
formity to Chriftian Religion , and the moft ex« 
cellent Doctrine aod Precepts tbertof. 

The Profeflion of this Religion is that which i^ 
and for many Ages hath been , commonly made by 
a very confiderable part of the known World , as 
the only true Religion giren to the World by 
Almighty God i d^oogh his Son Jefus Chrift 9 
wherein and whereby tney may expert ererlaftiqg 
Salvation. ^ . 

But yet together with this Chriftian Religion^ 
the ProfelTors thereof have in feveral Ages aiKl 
Places chofen to themfelves various advemitiotu 
kccidental SsfferfiruiHons^ jidinions^ Ofitdgfis^ Mbiks , 
and 7ra£hccs , which they have as it were incor- 
porated into the Chriftian Religion by them pro^ 
ibfled, or appendicated unto it. 

And thefe Superftrudionsor Appendixes of Chri- 
ftian Religion nave been introduced and entertain- 
ed by varlbus Means, and by various Defigns, and 
to various Ends: Some by the jiuthori^ rfjP'^^ 
Namts ; ibme by infenfibU gradations or long cnfoms^ 
ibme by a fitffofed conffrnity or incongrimy j ibme for 
Order or Decency : Some for Difcrimnatim of y<ir- 
tksr^ feme for Political Ends ^ appearii\g in them- 
felves , or fccretly carryed on j lome upon emer'- 
gem occafionsy either continuing or now ceaiing^; 
fome by Civil, fome by Ecclefiaftieal SanStkns^. 
fome by traditional Obfctvations, . either continued, 
or interrupted and revived j fome for Ornament, i 
fome for Vfe ; ibme as fuppofed neceilary confe-^ 
^ents upon the Chriftian Doftrine^ fbmc ,to be^ 
qnafi fefta & ntunimennta doSrina & reUgionis Evau^ 
gelica , as the JewKh Traditions were &ppodBbd . 
to be the Sepmenta Le^s\ Ibme for one end , and 

fome 
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Ibme for an(>(lier : And although theie are not trul yt 
an<J el^tially parts of the Chriftian Religion, yet 
as jthc huniours in the body aire foine good , forac 
noxious , fome innocent , though ihey are no part 
of 1^ true vital Blood , yet they mingle with it ^ 
^nd run along in it ; fo thefe Superftrudtions, and 
dccafions , and Additions , have in various^ Ages ^ 
Succeffions, and Pla(¥s,mingled with the true radical 
Vital Doftrine and JJ^eiirion pf thrift, i^j mens 
Opinions, andPraftices^ and Profej^ons. 

And yet it is vifiblc to any man that will but at- 
tentively obferve the Courfes of men profeffing 
Chriftian Religion , that the greateft fejrvour and 
animofity of the Profeflbrs, of Chriftian Religion 
is not fo much with refpeft to the fubftantials of. 
Chriftian Religion, either in thinjgs to be believed 
cr pradifed, as touchhig thefe jiMtions and Sh^ 
pprjtTftlims i fome as fervently contending for them, 
as if the life of Chriftianity confiftcd in them , 
ibme as bitferly and Severely contefting againft; 
them , as if the life and foul of Chriftian Religion 
wejre iiot poflTibly confifting with them. 

And by thefe means thefe unhappy Confequen- 
ces follow. 

I. That whereas the main of Chriftian Religion 
confifts in the true belief of the Gofpcl of Chrift' 
Jefus, and the Pradice of thpfe Chriftian Virtues 
that he Jeft unto his Difciples and Followers, both by 
his Example and Precept , namely love of God , 
Hoiinefs and Purity of lire , Humility and Lpwli- 
liefs of mind. Patience, Meeknefs, Gentiencfs, 
Charity , a low and eafie Value of the World , 
Contentation of Mind , fiibmiffion to the \\f ill of 
God, Dependance upon him, Refigngtion unto him, : 
and other excellent Evangelical Virtues, thatpet- 
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feft and tedlifie the Soui; and lit it for ati hnmble 
Comraunion mth Almighty God Itt this life, an4' 
^ biefied fruition of his Preftncein the life to cbrac j 
the Chriiflian Religion Is not fo mUcHja^ced iti^ 
thefe , as in an entrfe Conformity to Modes imi Cir- 
cumfimces ^ ot m extteam Avcrfion from then).^' 
And according tp the various tnterefts cJr Inclin^-^ 
rion§ of Piarties, |:lipfe are iTiade the Magnate of 
Chriftiah Reli^^wn^ $p4 fuch' a§ givQ the only' Ch^y 
rafter or Difcrimtnative Inclication of tlie Chrilti^ 
Religibn. 

1. And conf^qu^ntly all the grwteft mrj; qftiiai;, 
ftrefs ^X)ii fermitr of mind , which uioilla be employ- 
^ in ihofe gre^t w^igbt^ Subftantials of Chriftia- 
ijity, runs out and fpends \t felf in thc^ littk CpT- 
laterals , and Sup^rftruAions , and Additaments > 
foiTie plaeingthe gr'eateft carneftiieB afl<J intentiojiU' 
cttnt?ntion of naind to have theqi ^ aq^ fom? j:ila- 
(Jiig the inteflfion arid fervour of tneir mind tq W 
without them J not uplikc thofe old Goutcntionji. 
betwen the tafi^m and W$fiirh Churches 'touch- 
ing t&&^tiDa^ of the Pafctel Obiervatioxi, one Party 
excQ^^uhicating the other for their diffeWi as ii^ 
the j^hipie weight a»d ftrefs of the Cbi:i(tlaii Reli- 
gion Uy in thofe littk Additamfents. ' 

J. And hereupon there arife Schifois^ Faftioos , 
ajid Jfefibnal Ami^fities^DiftTimiflatloflcrf'Paittcs^ 
Cenfor ioufnefsj , 'and ftudled feftr?ndngs of Frofet 
fbrs 01 GhriAianhy^ ofteituiics one Party decllnibg. 
thofe Practices which arc good and tbmmend^blc in 
the other ^ to keqp their diflances tBe molrfe \tX^] 
cbncilpbje ^ a^d j^ach P^rty efpOufipg fdftJe oSd 
Difcriminsitiflj^ Halfits> Modfe; and fometinw^ alfO 
by Opiaiohs, lu e^H^rs of Kcligiw ., that may 
cilrange and difcrimii^at^ theni each from the bthef ; 




Iff. ^«^'<«r. - J9 

^l^Ofirndfii ilnug^ of Ijttl^ n^ooi^ or cop. 
_ «;9ice <i; sta;^ be ^hetber tnie or £^) are ad- 
r^*c# j!9 vm ^ittl^ Jiife jchia Articles of F^iph , 





^^, _^ „ :~„XTTT~ WJ?eF*er f wy oc ailented 
H^ ^ «]9t« «» \^:o^Kim.Yy ^ l^e li^t^ <^ f o 

Off iSj^ i^« u ^ojEi^f) betweep tf^ ^ofeflpre^f 
^ j^ lilb^p^ ip Cbj-iftja^jr, b^ t%€-;$ 
IRpllJt ^rclii^iily «»»f h mire $e*»r||5f,.an4 Mem«9t 

j^fvoiir!) ito merraiae, apd ftfiplapjt, aiid 4»'- 

pill^a^t^rs, raor^fcorjtti ap^yUifyingj a^ 

pich , #nd ip^cil^e ope tow^ fi^W*" .¥» 

vjritoiisofa^jr^nfi^gp, tton t|M^ei$;tif- 

||¥^ j^i^ <>f CbrilM?pty, .i?nd ^aea of tl^e 
fDQU loofe aixl prpfane lives , between Ort^odojc 
;%qd ^f^ispuksi ^ lietpiir^ Cbri^^ip ^d Turks 

Cr A94 ^om 1^ 4w^ <an&tjQ a moi^ fruitnit 
^##|ii(liiie!i^u4ij)e^i^^ At^eif^i and con- 

J^jiffSBf-^^ ^4ig^> ui «^y of t^e4^pea:atOrs i|f 
^s <#iMie jusq^ Vfo^umts, fit ti)e Qtriitian {le- 
ligion , iand tj^ ,^p^ Jt^e |t;if o ^coi^nts : ft'uir 
-i^ttir*. h^oj^wi^-^ey liq^'^at^^a^ d^are 
ias ^ i^ if 4«h^y ^^Bd?»rfitru4) in ^cax^ 
fQ9IV mil WrifHqfis ,. -titw tl^e ppCtrjne «Mf Clir^- 
ilto^y iHWiJ^ ,<WirtW i^ 9 , Cofldj^ceniipa .,, 
K:^bacitjr.» ftsntlepefs, AJk»kaeis> ?upd yet fo little 
.pmfiilicd ^ fM^m P^ities, .fliea ?rc ant tp 
QBOKhfiiif.t 4^ ^li^,,tbefe perfons do fiot be|^e 
«teCoGMy ftriSf^ l^^f re^it a^dpobUIh, of i:l»t 
..,'>.- D 4 vae 



4o 4 Diftourft 

tifie Doftrinc of Ckriftidnity*^^#is a Notion and 

Speculation, ''and -never ititcnAed aaf a 'ncccflSrfy 

Rule* of Prtftke , fincc "the fereatdl: Prcteiiders to 

the Religion pf Chrift praSitefolittieof it^ ^ ''■' 

- 2. Bccaufe whentnen fce'that thofc little Supeir- 

ftrnfticns and ^Additions are by the one fide fro/r- 

cmtd^'^iM on the *other iMe *rr^ withasfnueh 

animofity, feivour and f^eritics, as'-thie mcft 

'; Weighty and injportant Ttuths and Precepts oi 

' ESrangclical Faith' Snd Obedience, Speftat^rs aid 

By-ftander$ think jthat they are aH -of the fanic 

value ; and when they fee that thefe things Whi^ 

every fober tohfiderate mai mutt needs cdxKlude 

little,'^ and pf no nibment, are rated at fo great 

' ttVdueby the conteftirig Parties of each fide^ Truths 

' then are doubted of in relation to thefe: It makes 

men call irrqueftion^reat matters, when they fie 

fiicb finall things ptirfued or declined with * no l€& 

Fervour and Aniniofity thart if they were of tiie 

greateft. - • . . « . ( 

' ^Afid confidering thefe nrihappy Confequerices of 
.thefe Fervours of minds touching thefe finall Ap- 
pendixes and Superftrnftions, even more thin a- 
bout , or concerning the very weighty thii^s of the ^ 
Cofpcli I have e ndcatoufed to^fcarcb out th« Rea- 
fon now this llrong Diftenjper cemes ito* pafs 5 > and 
there feems to be thefe Caufes thereof. 

I. Ordinarily a man is more fond of, and con- 
cerned for^fomcthing'that is hkimn ythzxi for that 
whichis<?/<7o^j as we are tranfportcd with a love 
to oor y^/x^ex , fo we are tranfported v?itfe a- love 
and admiration of what is <>Mr opn: And hence it is 
that the weightier and mofre importaidt Dntie$ \tt^ 
joyncd by Chrift i partake lefs of our zeal, or cxxi^ 
ra^e,-or intention of mind, than our own UnkFanta^ 
'ftimSi Inventions, i- - ' 2.Pride^ 
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%. ThfMt^ CrtJ&ty and Mefntmon^ are cotBmonl7 
bgajged in ^either Party in the tbin^s Vontefted ^ 
?vhea they ^ zx€ once coc^efted ; and tbdr<: are vio- 
lent and preffing Interefts and Motions. - 

'- 3, The^ldifiefi Trmh and Pmry of Religion is 
a thing liMfAdompk^^ to' the Cnrid- 

iStyand Appetite^f MJen;- they are always fond of 
£aiiiethin^ Annexed o^: Appendicated to HeUgicm 
to make It pleafing to their Appetite. A certain 
SawiDe that may entertain their Fancy, after which 
it may ran > and wherein it niay pleafe it felf . An4 
tfiefeSawces to Religion are various^ and varioufly 
{dealing , aconrding to the varidtis Inclinations of 
Men : Molt ordinarily the Fancies of Men affed: 
ienie things Splendid^and Senfible to be Superadded 
' to. Religion; the 7/r^/>fe/ would needs liave gods 
thamiight go before thenr ; and incomplyance with 
^us Huinour, moit ot the Strange Modfes andQefti- 
culaticm^ antong the Heathens > and moft ojf tl|ie 
Superftitions 9 Ceremonies and Rites among tte 
Papifts, were invented. ' - .- 

Again> Sometimes the Humour of the^People rims 
in the otkerBxtreme, either they will have nothing 
of Form >or Order, or all fuch Forms or Orders as 
are extremely cq^polite to what others ufe, and 
place their delight andxonlplacency therein: And 
bytbismeansortentimesitcomestopafs, that men 
are carried with greater earneftnefs and vehemence 
after tho&Placemia ^ the entertainments of their 
fancies, than to the true Subftance of Religion it 

iaf. 

4. Oftentimes it comes to rafs that there are 

two very jeakw Comnis ;^ and impatient of any 

. jCorrival , .that are ingaged each iagainft other in 

tiiefe difl^enfr and diflenting Praftices, relating 

to 
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Md 'Amhoi4$f is wry teiider of its own lattitft ^ 
Qfid jealoQi of a CMtxpem o s wrSlnk: Oxk tba o- 

ther fide, fmifdaicf mi fnf^i^fi^:^^^ irftjie 
« JH^w^pty. or ^fdm^iimfs of aiijr cMfig-^ Js. rery 
fealDils , <>r iearfiiil, altid fitfj^doos of aiqr tlug 
:titia:^migk iniare hi And tvii^dipr tW .€^-r 
Icicfioe be bjftaJcm or wt\ yet & loiig;» «ft jiier- 
fi^cufou^ that is pm^ts^ojti fi^ r^aaofew^ami^s:^ 
pcirvdtts, thi^ jeakmik itili Aiii pxvgai aoliriiMkcl^ip 
imd it iiuiay limes Alls oot dot Jmh^rk^. m iiic 
iMt hand is iiiqpMieiitv or j| hsalt fcakw i|^ i)|^ 
foAtkm^ and CMjfSiEmf cxi^^t^ luji^ iicfiisfs 

5. Aqd tiiediScidtf is io miidi tji¥ ^matxr^ bc- 
cai^e ittdh Ibpvis m 4eriv« tldr oUii^wg iMitfaoritfr 
from Gad ( titt Mag^isfie nooediia^ God Ai- 

tiitsPowtcrv aiidd)eC«B£xo(xiip|B^^ 

6. But that which zdisdxakAf koops up dadk 
^ifer e iw s ^ is chat mw «a od^ ikfe^ deal not 
ifmt »kk -matiMv tdifdy^^ Bpapthe&ca^ 
lMS4iif <die «hiiigg ^ acupon a x:ne IM7 lof fttofi^ 
9aiig«) Ddbadag, and Ai*giniig of thiii^'^ or pn|« 
iftott Conidcitttons (fiat inight ipviOB TJuodiflg on 
iChe one Ude, <0r ikoommimAaaom i>f theixher , but 
4»di Party Climes waAL chafe £k>^^ Af^ 
-ftantes^ tamd Adwaatages^ t^at axK^mmdY acomr 
^aisqr tite>w»ft4f CoflCendDns. 

For inftance , i . Extremity of P^<ki and Jar 
di^aatMi, i;. ITikiteai^aad&ticiwfijoflW^itjjigs 
W Speedhies, 9 / fiacl^ «ap^ i^adcMg '^ odio: 
16 odiras and ridjodotts as 4s poffibte t 4^ i&ot^og^ 
|0ifHig:, ^ptii&ni^ceMiiofls: $;. Artifices. add 

Dcfigns 



I3d!gi» caHi^ to catch ^M tindcrnnAe' tN ^er ? 
I «. ^J^tt ipdcffitiotii dnd wiffing t*Hf-im:erpf etatton f>f 
€^fc others Words , Writiflg^ i ^nd Aftions -^ andf 
J«fing them to odiou* Ifrfcreijoes and Confequeik:dI 
beyond wjiatthcy were meant, or really ^nd tllily 

withont thofe ordinary Reme<Jics that might be 
dBoWcdt by comf^aying'of othcf parts of their Wri- 

Theie jincl the like Aniillarics are on each mr% 
t^ea into thefe Yefitaticms bctwecff Chriftians^ 
aJQd in relation tp t|iings contended for or agaiidr 
hi ttjefc piricrdfites^ vrhcteas tiie veholp tenour o^ 
the tSoftrine of ChriftianityV 4s it was delivered 




BacjL-bitinig^ Slandtts, Reproaches, Names and jEpi- 
thct? or Scorns, l^r^ft^ and Subtilty ; yet afl thefe 
Mack Legions d^fe cafled, yfei^ and imptoyed ija the 
Management of that Canfe, which each Party prc^ 
tcncls tg bethg Caufeof Chrift V 3s if Fiendte, and 
Rjfks^ and WgioRS of i^iiM w?re tfiought fit 
Mxill&rics on ^ch Part? , wherein both pretend 

tlieMer«ftofOtiftji^s^ ' 

And ifet this is fo, tet a»iy man but read tholfe 
fiooks i^hlch \wi^ flown abfoad from.ekhetr Party, 
he will fixA ix evident in all the Contentions of this 
natflr^: Wi|;iKfspti the 6|lc part iMJirf^^^^ 
the O^Hf CenK^i^s put oqt b]f Mr. Wbkt in the 

htgiwiing cStia^ Lopg ?>atliament , the frequent 
Iiiv«^iv^5 aj^pdions^^thetsijv'en to the Litiir$y» 

StHeKDjWps, Conforming pn^ftefs^ i?nd to tn» 
iur(?h of ^Arjci«»^itftfif, as Aotichriftian, Idob- 

ttQi«, JSdhfynip , .^4 A tnot^au^ ftch Names ai4 
^Mr' • ' • " - ^ -' — 

'^ And 



hsA rajtlys t^er fide'^ti;^ hav^ been many t^t^ 
liave vck been behind hand wi^h bitter Inveftives j * 
Sc/Mnn&l and mocking Expreflions a^d Appellatio]9s> 
odious Refledtions, unneceiFar y to be jep^tted. B/ ^ 
aU which thcfetwp tilings are evident i '" 

1. That thefe TranQijDrts of either fide conic 
not from that Spirit which Chrift brought with' 
fiipi jinto che!Wor^., 'abd which he comm^idedL 
and left to his Difbiplesand Followers; namely^ 
a Spirit of Love, of Charity, of Gentlehcfe i 
Patience , Kindnefi , and Sw^etsefi; of dl^^- 
*tion.. . ' , . ' .- /•/ 

2. That if men %o about to jqftifie this, becaule 
firft provoked by the adyerfe Party^ and fo jpftifie 
it by tji& Law of Ta^atw>n , theijb men do not re- 
member,' that as pn'the one hand the C^ty of Chri« 
ftians is Self-denial,Hoderation, and Pea'ceablenefs ^ 
on the other fide, that a Spirit of Revenge, an Eye.! * 
for an Eye , a Tooth for a Tooth , is as much a- 
gainit the DoArineof Chrift, as any thmginthi^ 
World. ' , , / > 

Therefore certainly k becomes tljofe of eifher 
Part j^ eithpr to caJhip;r thefe blackAuxillarip of their 
Wars, arid Contentions bf this kuKL orotherwifc. 
fpr the fake and honour of Chrift aild t6e Chrift^ 
Religion, plainly declare th^t be is not concerned 
ih the Conteft , but that the Cohtelt is a Copteft of 
Jnterefi and t^din-Xjlory^ 6f Pride and Ambittofi^ and 
Jtepmmorty znddefire off^iStary : Or if they Vjiiil hot; . 
declare fo much to the^^ World, yet tjley mult give 
leave to the Speftators to judge of it fo; ' 

: Now thefe bitternefles and virulentiieflcs of either [ 
SScy have bedi conimbiily of two kind^ : Firft, fuch ; 
a? tefleft, if not altogether, yet ihoft of all, upoit 
the PiffoM of their Adverftrics: ■ z. Or fuch 2^ 

r .* ' rcfl( ^ 



TtibEtosiy xspqn i^cMattirxiA differ Att\^^ 
-tbem V hcik were fod enough ^ and fuch asferve I9» 
make the Diffei^ences aiid Breaches wider. 
< Bat of late dxnies, I know not by what unhappy 
S^r i there -hath prevailed mor^ than fermerly ^ 
certain Invtaftrres that have gone much fapiber, 
:CTen,toth0rendti|)gdf.i^#/ifio^^jfyi//, zxAScr^rm^e 
JE^fj^j: ridiculous , and pieces of railkry f and 
I^ could ha(f e vwifhed that Ibme iate Books , put due 
itoder the; fa^Bmn of .Diabffses , and ibdiis othef 
iBooks of that kind ^^ had not been tbo Guilty of this 

i I do remeiaiber when Jen* Jubttfon rttaidejm f^laj 
of the AkhyMfl: ^ wherem he bnngs in. JnattMi in 
derifiba of the. perfbns then>called Fkritans , with 
itiany of tfaeiir Phraies in ui!e among them, tatoen out 
of. the Scriptures, witL a <de(ip: to render^ t\xait 
fort of perfote^ridiailous ^ ahd:to gain apjdaufeio 
ius.wit andiifancy; . But altWgh tlu>fe perfc^^^ 
were not in irery good efteent among tii&Gffeat 
Ones a^nd. Gallants 9 yetthePlaywasaiflikcd, and 
indeed abhqrred , becanfe it feemed to . reproach 
Religion kjfclf) ihoughr mtend^ only to render 
the Puritan^ ricUculcms. That which was. uncomely 
and un&emlyiin a Poet 9 wh&:made it his bufinei's 
to. .make J Plays ^ : certainly v is much .more fulfgm 
and unfavonry in another(/j^^)»iallytf the Author 
be a C/^/)f-^4^y a^i fiippc^ct beis : For of all men in 
the WorM it becomes fuch fto/pcer^ Ismari RHigmk 
Ckrifimfdy I and ndt torrendtf it ridiciilous and 
cdotemptibte^ by raillery and fcurrilous jeaft- 
ing. 

. • '. • .. • ■ 

^ And 



4d :4£iifsdurf^ 

Aod yee i dojl^fifld in all j^^ 

pctition$tif Scriplv^tt PlinSei.vs^ 
wdl WjDiimical imkattor» ati4 difiiaiof ul ittockbgs 
of Cbm FecfiaDs^: md ititat {tety wHom Jib 4efigtf 
tOidilp^$ge: Scarce it i^lage but ftllirtilihaiid&^ 
neoibJiM the ^i^^ iiad£'/?i^airil;^ii^ tml 
S^wtf I akl fame fiortptint f^xpiieffioQS :. Aqd i^ M 
flttll bf ^ tharifesbdi rit biit o^viq ekjiriib^ 

totnnbfficois^ and; itk iM 'with iaiji^ tb liopmdt 
the Scripture or thofe Phrafcs that are defatwl 
lnlttitJ,bQtto (MiT th«^boUi»rs Eiid>imft^i bf 

. I aAfwer^ iTbafc'tbde Mifiipt)iKBtkm andifiooil^ 
ideiitte.llie&iif Sarij^ie^fhrsIbiUy tisau, thoiigU 
ttbf )idEtiy.r^an}hii^ iydtitJs,fietr.ii]qpi^toatrB^ 
bfe ia b^ Tb$\i^i thdurl imihadgB»>tm€i wtadt 
imd &^li^ ^ . yist lAtt^iVftie. y?rxki> Inbthbfii Terfi 
iiiijhke&f teitthk]iKixMuflTOutF-'anddd%^ 
Aiaked tfai.JEAm^ ^iknteiiiptiistei 

1^ Ti^^ Abailbtaf SctipMres m4 ^Siari^ii^ 
fiswiM Qdt at all|dfti&it^ iikib Hi^biW^ tfougKi 
m. imothcn: kM , aiid tbUnoii^ 
btre kiifMd: ta j&mevs^^iikid Hbhe fiillgil i aaii 
fiderateixfe of thttiiotbeti^iaiid not ^ti'iiiiksplied) 




tba^ £m» the Ajpofttttrorf ache^si^ The mii^ 
Copsr^ that i kitow bf *4ty id the^ ':^^' pd |h<»^ik 
he feems a man of Wit and Leariiing, and poflibjf 
would be fome body in the World, I dare fey they 
that chcrifh him in the main of his defign are a- 
fliam'd of his fcflrrility, and wj/U it had been fparcd^' 

and 



1;. ffidt k itaabtt' Dtif&feitts i^tecDndlsdMk^ 
Wfaen DifiaDeixlti Ci^ft or iiikSeAkat. m fni§^ 

mildnefs, and perfoml refpeftfulnefs qul«t tiM^ 
failfam mod &ftm ii£ tke arfm& E»7,^ gan 
BjipnlM^ gitr;«iiUa Umi aid wbeipdie prtfaii 
isi thvi WD% ibid ovhr-mauht&iMktaSvmtflils^s^ 

irnnd ^ ndrfivafiixA arid i»|iiinents grw^ pMii^ ; 
lear ^ ceiti^ wkkchviir iiil£««|^ ^ att oiitaataiiied 

Heaupoqibfe larltsrttMtt uSui t><K mm tmsm.tMf ^ 
man converted by an angry, paflionate^ raiilfag:&dU 
VAsfaryv Sk fiich Idbl m bcbaviour |tt«(cat]i]fr m. 
f€tiim.difeiidMet&i^y tfteMtepyEffinModpre^odiiar; 
aaft iiBdidi thd DiftantB gimiter and thefklionft 
beB% iqgasBdb bi tlie quarrct ^ tbt jaigB9qnis^c€ 
botblUcSLaiiielefti Mbttiidied^ orfitn^wHifc^fte 
daft and ijHpife .rf jpaffimiate d^gtoiiattipiis^; ta^ iii^ 
d^ eM)i4nritig toir a fp g w ut ly anderkUmff Ibdi 
kind of deaibig bttirccA' SiftBtti^ I'rsdeti^ ^eoiiiHr 
pafinci ainoft bn{KiflW ; ,s^ yea oblfarvl^g/boir 
mmdi thill/ t)bQ£GboifTevii^ 
nnnnalj^ ail ;aictt as aacfatftjanfLtoigik^^ 
pxflDflifef Itzkqqsbi: dKLt ia Wfibetn aistaludcfiga 
ta colder tacit Sbity c>dtolia-a»d.iir])eaMicit^ to 
thetAliet^ jyBi;tl» hofiotrf laoiiipgfagdc^watg : 
¥qt iviiOM^ast; cuqd ts^flA. diat «af ataat^ or any 
fortDfintiiy ftbttU be dvtei].avar »tl^'Bart;y 
thacfl[att]t^ldty Mk b\mimi»-fi€k^ tLfaU^ftfy, 
hyfBcmtypMtkki and a broi^^£8:l& Sbwnfol A^ 
pdlatioas^ or that/mbi v^.be ea£Iy drainB to re- 

linquilh 



4« _ Abifmife: 

lipqiiilk lOiore Opimons 4>r Peifwafions when UAf 
inuft thereby in effeft fttbibribe tx> fuch Epithetfs 
and Appellations bef<^ all the World; a^ of all: 
things in the World men can with the kait patience 
bear refleftionilpon theirintelleftualS) and ate moil 
ipreconcilable to them that traduce or abufc than 
therein* . • r - ' 

/ 2 • It greatly difadvantageth the Canfe; as well.a§ 
the Per/^j;Qf thofi tha( Jdfi this method amongft 
foberimlifieitnt Ob^fenrers, who. will tie rtody to 
copclude them a patcei of ^ple tranfpc^ed by 
t^aiOons, weak, and prtjncQcated ; andloo]|[qpoa 
fuch a Canfe as is, mamtamed by railing y fcoi£ng » 
tatUery and unproved Galumiiiesy.as.weak., and * 
fianding in nera of fuch itedeneiies to fopport and 
malntainit. . , < » >'•' .. ^ ^ ' • 

-i- It expdi^th .Religipn.it (ielf to the deri^on of - 
A^eiib^ and confirms them in their Atfaeifin, and 
g^ins then} too m^ny Pix>if litest and th2^.|)rincin .. 
rally Qpontbefe Reafi^ns,' i. B6caufitbey find that 
Qdgf^tmido tell them in the Palmts , that Chriit i 
lubfelf an^ his Apoftle&condemsed railihg^ fcanda^ 
loQS Aj^ellatittis, b^Rmcoj wAfoolyEw^fyiii^gj 
fopl^jtsftmry Mildt^ygiinimr ^ . thisjiity^ellmen, . 
and they tdS them, tn^y,,- and jet thefoTcryindt* 
that call themieivesMinil^ersof .C'httfty MdKfigo:^ 
of the Gp^l of Peace, take that admkabk liberty i 
of reptioadlu]^, ico&^ and deridmg.^>ne another i 
in thar pubiickPhamphletsandpifoiBdes, that 
can..fcarce be exampkd amqi^ the.mofl: weCtive ; 
Ranks of Perfons, whofe trade it i&tb be.Satyrix:al^ i 
and render people ridicnloos : Nay fofar hath this . 
Excellent manage prevailed among . Clergy-men;^ t 
that their.Scx)i!sand Reproaches are not ierelled a^ 
the Perfons. or Perfimal Defeats of Difienters^ but 

rather 
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tether than want fupports fortheit Party, will 
have ugly flings at Religion it felf , at Scripture- 
expreflions; and when men fee fucha courfe of 
Ptaftice among the Preachers and Glefgy-mcn, they 
are ready to conclude , thiat furely they believe not 
themfelVfes what they preach to others j therefore 
think they have a fair pretence not to believe them. 
2. But principUy thefe great Animofities and 
tranfports of diflenting Clergy-men, confirms and 
promotes Atheifrnj upon this accbunt,that the thingi 
about which this wonderful hate is ftrucken between 
thefe Parties , are fuch as both Parties agree to be 
none of the Fundamentals of the Religion profefled 
by both, but Accclfaries aifd Acceffions , and fuch 
indeed as By-ftanders think are of very fmall mo^ 
mentj and yet when men fee fo much heat and 
paflion , fo much fervour and contention , fuch re- 
proaches and revilings , fuch exaff?€ratiom of jiutho- 
rity on either Party, fuch mutual Pfofecutions one 
of another, that more could not poflibly be done 
between Diflenters in thofe points which both agree 
to be Fundamental , Atheiftieai fpirits are apt to 
toncludc , that probably thofe points , that both 
lides luppofed to be of greater moment , are tjufdcm 
farin<Cj with thofe inConteft, fince they are not^ 
nor cannot be profccuted with greater fervour, than 
thefe, which all men take to be fmall and inconfide- 
rable, and that it is Interelt, Vainglory, and Ap- 
plaufe^ or fome other -Temporal Concern , that 
gives this Fervour and Zeal in Matters of Religion^ 
more than the true Concerns of it felf. The Con- 
clulion therefore is , That mea for their own fakes^ 
and for the fake and honour of the Ghriftian RelH 
gion, would ufe more Temperance, Prudeiice, and 
' Aloderation^ in Contefls about Circumltantials; 
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ADsfe care for the KtUefofthe Pooi^itM 
M^y i^of grut Pk$y tawAfds Atmightf 
Gody who requires it of us : He hdth kft 
the Poor as his Pupils^ and the Rich as his 
Stewards to provide for them : // is cm of thofe 
great Tributes that hejujtfy requires from the rep 
of Mankind ; which ^ becAufe th^ cannot pay t& 
him^ he hath fcattered the Poot ansongft the rtfi 
of Mankind as his Subfiitutes and Riceiwrs. 

2. It is an a£t ofgreatejt Humanity among men^ 
Mercy and Benignity is due to the very Beafis tha$ 
ferve us^ much more to thofe that are partakers of 
the fame common n^ure with us. 

I. h ft asi J£f of great Civil Prude^ife and 
Political Wifdcm t for Poverty in it f elf is apt t6 
Emafcnlate the minds of mat ^ or at leajt it uifakes 
men tumultuous and unquiet. Whert there are 
many very Poor ^ the Ri^h cannot long ot 
Jafely cotttinue fuch ; * Neceffity renders men of 
Phkgmatick and dull natures fiuf id andiitdifcipli* 
nahU i And men dfmorefitry or aSfive onfiitutions 
rapacious and defperate^ 

Ad At 



1 

ThePfpface. 

'■-jdtthhday itfzam tofitettjAt the EnglifliA^- 
"tim is more defci0t in their priieLent provijionfor 
the Poor th4» afpfcftket CHlti{vated and Chripart 
State', at kdfit^ kifvejb mat^y offortunitits and 
AdUb ant agtst^fuffly them ^ 

fhjontts'i^l^r C^ntrm i'Bf^ar is a farefight\ 
'ihfi tBkt 4fe ftnahk h maitntain themfehes by 
■ ^g^ or. /IfjfOftmef artlKelieved.^., Andthofe that are 
, «^/e to ftf»lytbtir wantsh their Labour are fur- 
*aflf^wm Impl^Mis fut&Ut iother condition. 
. ■ And-^ by this, means thire is not only a gbod and 
^deriy Edkcatim and a decent face of th^ fMick ; 
^¥f *h mr^pofttlotts tJ}? Sute or Country is, the 
^i^herattdtkemoraiweahhyitis. 

:^ nitkm inE^lajaAfor Symt of a due rt^u- 
mt^ftftkft^S the more P options wi are thePoorer 
^,*re. ifo thdtytkat mhtrein the Strength and 
WeiUh of. ^. Kingdom con fifts, renders ns the 
neaker and$h?foorer.. 

' :4»^ n^jiehis yetworfe, Pior Families which 
^ffkf f^tifly. in the Kjngdomfor want of a 
ifte order for their JmpJoymem in an hone ft courfe 
of lifeyflfheretiy 'iheyimay gain fttbjift^ncefor them 
And their Children^dounavoidMy bring up their 
Childrtu either i»4tTrade ^Begging or Stealing, 
crfncb tnhiy l^coivjefshith again they propagate 
t<> fbeir Childnn^ndfjxtheri isutfucceffhe multi^- 
p Ucation of hwtfitl or at' le4ft /^profitable people 
ftetrhtf €apabl6 of Difcipline nor kneftcial Iml ' 



The Preface!' ' 

It is true we tjAve very fever e Lam dgMnfi Beg^ 
gingythe very giver being inforik^ f^^ A^jV^ ?^ ^ 
fendty by the Statute, dfi.jic. qap. 1 7.- But it 
takes little Effe^. jij$d in^e'das the cafe fianis 
mth us^it is no reafon itjbouU: for what n^an 
that is of ability cm» have the confcience to deny m 
Alms^ or to bring a Wanderer to the puni(hme»( 
■directed by that Ststute^dnd the Statut^ of^ $I.E liz.! 
pben he cannot: choofe but know'thdt'^thisre is noj^ 
thsi due conrfe^roviskdy or at leajl nfiu^ that per ^ 
fans neceffitoHS^ andabU to wotk may haj/e it \. in^ 
deed were there a clear means prdB^ifed for iheif^^ 
floytng foorferfons^ it were an unckaritdbk difh;f 
to relieve thjsm in a courft of Idkhefs. But wbeta 
I do not know there isfuch a Provtfiony l[ 4are 
not deny my reli^y be^aufi I know not wk^fher 
mthont it he may bejlarved with hunger ^, w.twfiMf 
his own default. . 

, We have' 'alfo very Jevere haws' a^ismP 
^^^y^ i t^^h ^^^e fevere than .mofi- other 
Nations , ye^^ and than the Offence in. it &(f 
fi^fly confidtred deferves ; And there is little to^^ 
fatd fn the.dtftpce bfthefever.ity of the L^i^ hfre^ « 
yn^but the multitude [of the Ojfetfders and iH^iUr 
fign oftheLaxv rather ^to terrify than tppun/fh\ 
\it ^metus in omnes,pcKna in pa.ucos : 'Uut if is 

moff apparent that the Lav is frufirated^ oftt4 

\defign therein \fbr ahhojigh viorefuffer aion^ Sfffi^ 

o»s At Newgate for Stealing and Breaking up 

hbuftSy and Picking of 'Pdcktis^ ahifuch other 

t ' ^ 3 . Lar^ 



The Preface. 

LdTcemes put of th froteHioH of Ckrgjf^ thaf$ 
fuffhr h fame other Countries for 4S offemes /> 
fmreeytarsyyet the JayisdrenfvertheEm^kr : 
JSfeceffity^ and Poverty y dnl tpdBt of iL due rrpvi- 
fionfgr the Imfloymentoflmiig^ntferfops^nd tb} 
cuftom of a loofe 4^4 idle /«?, d^ify fuf^ky vfifh 
fuLvantAge the number ofthefe who 4re tuen offhy 
the Sentence of the L^w : anddouit/efs as the mulr 
titude of Poory and nec^tou^y and uneducated 
terfonsjncrea/ejhe multitude of Makfd^ors will 
fncreafey notwithji4ndin0 the Examples of Sever ity» 
So that ufonthe lyhole ac^unt the frudenae of 
prevention^ dsifis, more ChrijUoMj fo it will bf 
mere effect u4 thasf the prudence of remedy : Xh 
f revelation of poverty^ iJikp^fs ]/m^ 0^ Me wd dip 
orderly ^duc^tidn^^ even of poor ChiUrenyW0ul4 
do more good to th^s KJ^ngdpm than all the Cihkts^ 
*4nd Cauterizations y andW'hipping Pofis^ndjiffis 
in this ^ingdom90nd tvauld renaer theje kinAs of 
^ifciplineslefs necejftry and hfs fretpuettt. 
^' .^But hitherto lamingenerdSy rifhich rarely pror 
Jhcr intp Jcfion or ConviSlion i J therefore fisfl 
conifer principally ik^fe things : 
* I J What Provifions there are alre4dy fettled fy 
fie Lam in for^e for the Relief and Impkyment ^ 
the Poor. 

^2. Wherein the Defers are yin relatione to ^ofi, 
Laws or Provifions^and the confefiemes thereiof: , 
^ J . What may be thought a convenient Supply of^ 
thcfe defeli'^^ndtheConfe^ueh(tes^fu$hluppli€s^ 

A 
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Cha p. 1. 

T(WcJ5>J»j f^ I'tn'f <rt ^e/CTif in force fo^ the 
^eiiefand Imployment of the Toor* 

TfeLaws relating tothe Poorat^'of two 
kinds^i^r I .SBch as concern the relief of 
the Aged) and Impotent, that are not 
abk by their kboor to maintaiii them- 
ftlves. 1. Such as coneeni the imployoEient and fettkig 
df work) of filch as 2u:c able* And this laitter as 
ihall be fi^wnis the more comprehenihreandbenefidal 
charity> akhou^ botkase necefary andberomeusf 

both 



^ ^roVtfion \ 

both as men and as Chriftians i much more touching \ 
the fofmefof thefej^t7i^rtKeYeliefo^ 
Poor, the laws bff^f^/?^ havc'pr6vI3eJa double ■ 
remedy. Firft, by giving^reat encouragement to ^ 
voluntary undertakings oT good and liberal mmds in 1 
tjjij kin4^ 2>by C^mnuli^y mepsupop all. ^ ,# . 

Again as touchiip ae fl^rn^r of ^efc^tne Statute of 
^gEliz.Cap. 5: have^given''agi^ incoutagcment to ' 
fuch as (hall Eredt Hpft)italsJ[^Quf^ of Correftion and 
Mtifonsde Dieii. AndtheSfcatdtesof 39. EHz..Cap.6. 
ofid 4.3 , Eliz.. Cap, 4rhav^4a^en fpecial (jare fpr the 
due iSHploymient of ^s tdchafitalAelifcs.: 'And. cer- 
tainly Kich voluntary Aflignations argue an Excellent 
and Charitable mind in tbofejii^. fliall fo voluntarily 
give y And the Statute's liave given a fair Incourage- 
ment tgthe Charitia^^of men in jJfi^mA. But d^is 
provifioii doth hgt litflb in ord6^ to rtjlief : For 1 . 
iprtfce^ftpartlftch^fpitalse)h;Md^:^^ a fe^ 
aged Perfons limite3'to fome par ticifeTow n, unlels 
it be in the large Holpitals, in London^ where thereis 
fbpir provifion mon; EAieiifiv e iffrefpett both" of 
number and age, as S^. 7?|^;wi«^o^ital, Chrifi Church 
Holpita}, and fome others. 2. But1)efides this thoft arc 
t?ut; Yoluntary ^pd ii^tvqpnjpulfary \ althopgh^th^re- 
tn^y be fonje thiat^ niay be cK^ritably miijded, yet for 
the moflfp^tmen a.feM**:v^ai^iriWch-kspf^^ 
Self love, CovetoufriefSjdiftruft of the Truth and Pro- 
vidence of God ke?p5 sipft frQm;f)vej:flowing Charity, 
or Building or Ei^vviqgHqfpjtals. 

,2. .Therefore there ^^z%^_z Cpmpulfary laid upon 
m^ {pr t|\e relief pf f 6e;?o0r, ^vithin tb^ refpeftive 
ParifcBs^^^f^ th?Si^tWje^f;43..£/i^.G^*2>. being th«5 
^rft cwnpulfary Law x^l jTemembWTOtthat kind ; s 
And indeedi ituowbecanae/iecellarytobedone by a 

ga^puMaryaifaiiswiuch Wpre. that time was left. 

* more 



forth foot; % 

i^ore ^rbitr^ry, beciaafe the Kingdom becdme tfen 
much more Populous than in former timesy and witb 
it the Popr alfo greatly increafcd, and bpfidesmany of 
th ofe methods <m their voliimtary relief^was then mudr 
abated , which Statptc EnaWes the ChiirchrWardaas. 
and Overfeers, e^<?.K to do thQfe thiogsl : : 

!• To tak^ ortterforfettingto.wbrfctheChiklrca 
of thofe whoft Parrots are not abieto^maintaia: 
their Childrem. :i .: i .; 

i^TotakiBorder to fet thofe tp work as having 
no mi^ms to matntain tbemfelve^v Vufe no ordinary, 
trade. Sot provides wt fqfiicient Compiil&riesta 

m^kethwiwork/ r^ : > , ::: 

3- To raife vjeckly by Taxation a conveni^t 
ftock of Flax^ H?mp, c^c. to fet ihe PooDOfuworkX 
But no means at firft) before tfaetetuirnQf the Manu^ 
faAure to pay them w;^ges ine^prgfs words, but i$» 
fupplyed by the faster general cl^uft.i . ^^d to do mJk 

Execute all other things^as well for the diffofing of the [aid 
Stock^or otherwife cqncerf9$ng the fremifej as to thpnjhalt 
feem convenient J , 

4. To raife competent fums of Money for theim-. 
potcntPOornc|?ibJetow(Drk. . . 

5. Aifp for theputtirig of Poor CtiildrepApprcn^ 
tice§ but no Compul^ry fot any to receive t hern, 

Among all thefePflovifioiw^thc 4fh concerns the relief 
ofthePooi-by Taxation, and Contributes to fucha$' 
ar^ impotent, the four other particulars concern their > 
Impioyment, ^doffdchasareabletowork, which 
is the far greater numb^*, And altiiough the relief of. 
the IrapptentPoor feems to be aCharity ofrnpre imme-r 
ditate Exigence yet the Imployment of the Poor is ai 
Charity of greater Extent, and^ofvepy great and im-; 
pprtant Confequence to the publique Wealth^and 
Pesce of iheKipgdcm as alfo to the Benefit and Advan^ 
tagepf the Poor. ' I 



4 ^r^nifkn 

rtharefixecometothat fecond Baf^idiftladng to 
IliB SooT) tM. the fetting the Poor on work. 

Tte Laws that ccMiomi that Boiaefs ^^ 
«Mi of the PoOT areof two kinds \ vix.. that which 
OQDtaifis aGomptti&ry mcafisof pit>viding work for 
the Poor,i¥hich is the Statute (^43 SHx.. And feomdlf 
tiiofe Laws which are in ibme kind<kmipulfary to 
faNrceperfonB to work i and theft areof two kinds^t^^. 

1 • Thofe that concern Children and the binding df 
^Mxn Apprentices, wC* the cl&ufe of theSts^ate43. 
MH^ oJf. 4* before mendoncd, and the Statute 7. ^^^r. 
CMf. I • whiph makes fair Prerrifiofi for the t^fkig of 
Money to bind them, and diredtsthe mam^er of its 
AmtojFment/ But as before is obftrred, hath not any 
ftficient Compidfary for perfoes 10 take them, and 
perchance it aught be fit to have fomefuch qualifi- 
cations in that Dnnpalfary which might iK>t^ leave it 
too arUtrary in the Juftices of the Peace to compel! 
whom tbey pieafe, to teke whom they pleafe: Bnt 
AisisnotthebttfuM* ldriveat,per€hance the general 
ProYifion which I defign may make this at leaft not fa 

6equently neceflar y « 

2. InreferencetoRogpesi Vlag^kbttibandldkand 

difcrderly pei*)HS, the Statute 7. y^r, Cof.^. gites 
power,i.tothe )ttfticcs of the Peace to ftfld them ta 
vat Ho«& of Correftion, wfecb they are thereby re- 
cjairedtocaufctobeErefted* 2. Power to the Matter 
of Inch Honfe of Corrcftion to keep them to work. 

Bat even in this particular there aredefefts. 1. It 
is not general for aUperfons, but at moft Idle and diC^ 
orderly perfons. 2. That deferipticHi is very uncertain 
k reference to &ch perfons, and leaves the JufticeS' 
either too great or too little power, g. For want dl 
a convenient Stock to be raifed for fuch Houfes of 
Gorreftion, and advaBtageous ways for fuch work, it 

either. 



for thf foot. 5 

either Icw^fudi as are ftntwidwutanlmplayiiiieDty 
or renders their Imploymeot ungrateful iaroqpeftef 
the fifoaln^ <^tbe wag^ and raiter makes People 
hate Imploynient as a heU than to Entertain it as a 
means cf comfortable fupport ; which tfaoogb it maf 
be well enough as a pmifhoicnt lor diiqiiderly perfoiis 
that refufe to work y yet it is not amlicaUe to thofe 
that are only idle., it may be, Iiecaufe they have no 
work : 4. It is a £ffiailt thing to detmnuae who 
ihaUbefaidanidkltefon^ it is a reafonahle anfwer 

to that, they are idle for want of fmch work as thcjr 
are able to do, or for want of ifach wag^ as migfac 
give them a reafonabk fufqport ; for there b no 
power given, nor is it reaionable itfhould, tocom* 
pel PenoQS, to fet them on work, or to let them 
on work at convenient wages: 5. And iaftl;^, it is 
pot univerial^ many Perfons sgpe not witmn that 
law which wouffl work if they might: or if they 
might at reafonable rates, whereby they nught live. 
There is need, thensfore of fqme fiicb (itro^ 
might be as ample as the occafion, and witliout whic]i 
-indeed all the Laws already made are either weak 
and ineffedtual to their Ends , and the generality of 
the Poor le& del^itnte of a convesient fupport aad 
provifion. 
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Chap, II 

Touching the Tower hy the Law fitted for tbf 

gemr4 frolnfiunfor the Tm , 4ni ihtk 
defeSis* 

.4 ^ 

UPon the coniideration of the St^tqfo^ fff tbc 
Foot, tte 9l»Iy S^atjute ^t ppovi4es iinj>er- 

fa% 



\6 Troyifion 

MLf is that of 43 * Etiz.. which generaljyinakes two 
Prtvifions. ' 

I . For the Impotent nx)r that are not able to work : 
iAnd it is true is agood andESediial Provificm for fuch^ 
^if duely Executod. But as I faid before, the Plaifter 
, is not ib large asttheibre, there are many poor that 
are able to work if they haul it^ and had it at reafo- 
cnable wages, whereby tiiey might . iiipport themfelves 
f andtheir Families, which oftentlm^are many* Thefe 
-are not within the Pnwifion of the Law and if they 
*come for Exhibitions^they are delayed, or at leaft hav% 
but. very fmaU, and fuchas cannot fupportthem and 
itheir Families.. And indeed if they fhould have 
fufficioit Exfaibttibn for the fupport of them and 
jthcSr Families^ t^iteilhes where they live were not 
;able to. fu^ply jJtem: in a proportion anfwerable 
to .their neceffities^ at anlweriable to that fiifrpiy 
whicli a full Imployment wpuKl afford them ; 
.ForJnftance, a Poor Man and his Wife though 
^-ablcr.to work, may have fonrChikireji,twoof thciri 
(pofllbl^ able to work, tnfo notaUe : The Father and 
:tl»s Mother are not able ta maintain themfelves and 
tbeh: Family. iiiMeati Drink, Cloothing andHoufe 
jrent under, ten ShilUngsf er Week, and fo much they 
might probable get if imployedj This amounts to 
Tt^Lf^r^jimrnoLy if there wercfcrty fuch Families ini 
great Parilh, and^they lived uw)n^his exhibition col- 
leiftod by rates, it would ariie to above 800/. fer 
^fAmmy which i» manyParif^s.^xcecds the yearly 
value ,6f their Lands or Rents^ yet wlien thefe perfons 
wekgpt on work tiiusiHueh.muft beaten by tl\iem, 
and without a fupply Equivalent to this they nauft^live 
by Begging, or Stealing, or..St«:ye: tlierefore the 

fe<tond ProviGon is, 

- 2. FcrthofePobrthatare^abletoworkjand in re- 

\ . ferencc 
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. ference to them it gives power "lo :.raife Stocks by 
rating the Parilhoners,and fating the Poor on work*' 

: The defeds of tl)is Provifion asie, ' 

: 1. In the Execution of the Law already made i for 
let any man look over moft of thcTopulous Pariflies in- 
tn^and^ Indeed there are rates madefor ttie relief of 
the Impotent Poor, arid it may be the fame relief is alia 
given in a narrow meafureunto fome others, that 
have great Families^and upon this they live miferably 
and at belt frorai hand to mouth, and if they cannot 
eet work to make out.their livelyhoodth^y and their 
Children fet up a trade of Begging at belt. But it is 
rare to fee any Provi^nofaStock ija any Parifli for 
thereliefof the Poor.' And the reafbns principally 
arethefe: i. The Gedferality of the people that are 
ableare yet unwilling to Exceed the prefent neceffary 
charge, they do chufe to live for an hour rather than 
projeft for the future j and although poflibly trebling 
their Exhibition in one grofifupi at the beginning of 
the year, to raife a Stpck,might in all probability ren- 
der their future yearly payments for feven years toge- 
ther lefs by half or two thirds, than what mull be 
without it ^yet they had rather OMtinuc on their yearly 
Payments, year after yedr,thoughitExhauftthemin 
time> and make the Poor nothing the better at the 
ytersEiid. 2 . fiiecaufethofe places, where there are 
moft, Poor^coitifift for the, moft partofTrad?f-men, 
whofeEftates ly principally in their Stpcks,which they 
i/^iil not endure to be fearch(^ into to make them con- , 
tiribuary to raife any conCSiapEWe ftock for the Poor, 
nor indeed fo much as to thft'otdinary Contributions: 
But they lay all tw rates to the Poor upon the Rents 
of Lands and Houfes, whick alone without thehelp of 
the Stocks are not able to raife a Stock for the poor, 
althoogh it is veryplain that Stocks are as weU by 

Law 
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Ssockfor thePol»r« 3 .Becttofe the €hurch^Wat(kn& 
andOverfeers, to wfaom thb power is giren, are Inha- 
Utants of the lame Piarifi^9 and are either imwill^ to 
charge themfelves or difpkafe their Neighbours in 
Charging more ^an they needs muft towards the 
Poor: And although it were tobewifhedandhoped^ 
that the Juftice^ of Peace would be forwardly to En- 
force them if they might, though.it njay concern thent 
alfo in point rfprefent profit,y et if they would do any 
thing herein, they are notimpowered to compel the ^ 
Chiirch-Waraei» and Overfcers to doit, whomoft ' 
certainly will never go aboB» it to burthen, as they 
think, themfelves,and<Ufplea^ their Neighbours^ un- 
lefs fome Compulfary power were not only lodged 
by Law, but aifoesrecuted in fome that may have a 
tower over them to inforce it, or to do it, itthey do 
It not, and to do it effeftually, if they do it either par- 
tially c» too fparingly: 4. Becaufe people do not con- 
iider theinconvenience that will in time grow to them- 
ftives by this ncgkft, and the benefit that would in a 
little time accrue to tliKsm by putting it in pradice if 
they would hare but a little patience, as (bail be ihewn 
hereafter. 

2. The fccondDefcftisintheLawit felfj which 
tpetheie« 

1. No power in thejuftitcsof thePeacc,or fome Su- 

perintendent power to compell the raifingof a Stock 

. where the Church- Wardens and Overfeers ncgle(i it* 

i« The adt chargeth cveryParifli apart where it may 
be they are able todolittlc towards it,neither would it 
befoefFeftualasifthree,four,fiveormore contiguous 
f ariihes did contribute towards the railing of a Stock 
proportionable to their Poor rcfpcdtively . 

3f. There is no power for hiring or cfrefting a 

common 
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<:tamifiOQj3dttle» wjplace. for their commoa Workf 
Hixiic^whi^iiiaywinlbmerefpe^ zsd upon ioili^ 



Ghap. III. 

The Q^euudy fropounded. 

I. npHat the Jtiftices of the Peace at the Quarter 
X Seflions'do fet out and diitribute the Pariihei 
in their feveral Counties into feyeral f)ivifiohs,in each 
of which there may be a Wo|l5:-Honfe for the commoa 
ufe of the refpedtivc Divifions, wherein they are re- 
Ipedlively placed, viz.. one, two^tliree, four,five or fix , 
Pariflies toa work-Houfe^accordingtothegreatnefior 
imakefs,and accommodation of the feveral Parilhes . 

, 2. That at that^SefEonsd^Qiurdi-Wardens ai4 
Overfeers of the Poor of the refpeftive Parilhes, bring 
in their feveral rates for the relief of their reftcftive 
Poor upon Oath. And that thcfaidjufticesdoafleft 
three, four or five yearly Paj^ to belevyed and coUeft- 
ed at one or two intirefumswithinthe time prefixed 
by them for the raifing of aStock to let the Poor withifi 
tbofe pr ecinds on work, and to build or procure a con- 
venient Work-Houfe for imploying the Poor, if need 
be, in it, and for lodging M aterials>aixi for inltruftii\g 
Children in the Trade or Work, 

i . That there be yearly chofe by the laid Juftices ' d 
Maimer for eachWork-Houfe,with a convenient Salary 
out of the faid Stock or the proceed thereof, to 
continue for 3 years, and two Overfeers to fee the 
IlTuing and return of the faid Stock, and totakathe 
accounts qtarterly or monthly of the Mafter,a$ they 
Mil.thinkfit. 

4>That the Stock be delivered to the Overlecrs,and^ 

by; 
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1>ythdMftfciStt6thcMafte^ occafion* 

' knd that' tliBy alio from time to tim^ rec eive the pro-^ 
cccdofthefaid Stock aiori the accotnpts for the tame. 
-. 5, That at the end of every year the Matter aud 
Overfeers give up their accounts to the two nex jt Jufti- 
ces of thePeace at tim^ by tliem prefixed^and publick* 
ly HOtifyed'to'tbe Inhabitants of each Prccinft^ to the 
£nd that they may take any Exceptions tofuch ac- 
counts, if there be caufe. 

d.That the Ma|lfer andOverfeersof every refpeftive 
Work-Hoiife ftand, and be incorporate by the n^me of 
Mafter and Overfeers pf their refpedtivePrecinfts,and 
capable to takein Succeffion by will or otherwifeLands, 
Goods,pr Money , or other Legacies or gifts for the Be- 
liefit of the Poor^' within their refpeftive Precinfts. 

7. That they alfo be accountable as well to their re- 
Ipedlive SilcCeflors^and alfo to the Juftices of the Peace 
at theirQuarter Seflions for the benefit and proceed and 
Imployment of fuch Gifts and Bequefts. 

8. That they be dilabled to grant any Lands to them 
jgivcn or bequeathed ror any longer term thanone 
Year, and at an improved Rent . 

' ' 9. That if any perfon that is able to worK^and not 
able to mainti^in himfelf,fhall refufe to do fo,he may be 
forced thereunto by Warrant of two Juftices of Peace 
by Imprifbnment, and moderate corredtion in fuch 
Work-houfe. 

; 10. If any perfon imployed by the matter fliall im- 
ik^ifl or wilfully prejudice, or fpoil his work, he Ihall 
upon complaint and proof thereof by the party grie- 
vec! to'any Juftice of Peace, and by Warrant from him 
receive Iniptifonment or moderate correftion by War- 
rant of fuch Juftice, • 

Thefe be the heads of that Provifion,! could wifli fpf 
nie fetting the Poor on work,which isbut an Eflay and 
may receiv^lterations or Addtions uponconfideration. 
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. The ieaefits^ that woUld (;ome by this Method^ 
^ould be very many ai^d great : 1 fhall fct down 
tome of them that occur to me. 

1. BylncorpomtingofthcfeWotlc-Hoiifcs, which 
aire the beft kind of Hofpitals, chariuble- minded 
Pcrfons would have as it were a Pillar whcrruntp 
to faften their Charity, which would prevent ma- 
liy Difficulties in the £iithful Adminiflration there- 
of^ and would invite Benefa£tors. 

2. Whereas Hofpitals provide for fomc few Poor 
Impotent Peoplc^this would prcyfht Poycrty^and in z 
little trad of time bring up hundreds to be able to 
gain their Livelihoods. , ^ 

^. Whereas in that State that things are, our Po- 
puloufnefs, which is the greateft blefling a King- 
dom can have^ beconies die burden of the King- 
dom, by breeding up whole Raceis arid ftimilicsj 
and fucceffive fenerations, in a mere Trade oi Idlc- 
nefs^Thievin^ Pegging, and a baroarous kind of lifc^ 
which muft m time prodigtoufly ihcre^fe and over- 
[COW the whole face of the Kingdom, and cat put the 
leart of it 2 , This courfe within one (even Years alters 
the whole flate of this t)iforafcr,and brings People and 
theirChildren after them intoa^egularjOrderlVaandi 
tnduflrious courfe of life^ which will be as natural to 
them as nqw Idlenefs. and Begging, and Thieving is. 

For. no Peirfon will have need to Bei or Steal, be-, 
caufe he may gain his living better by Working* 

And no man will be fo vain, and indeed hurtful tb 
the Publique as to give to fuch as Beg, and thereby to 
encourage themy when he is ftire they rnay gain their^ 
living by Worlcing. And all the Laws agajnft Va- 
grants,. B^gersand Wandercrs,will be then Effeftual- 
Jy put ifi tatecution^ when we may tc fure they may 
he implcgred if they will : Biit tlH that the inter divking 
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and punifliing of the Beggars arid Gfvers^fcems to tnc 
a moft unrcalonablc piece of Impirudence as well as' 
Uncharitableners* 

4. By this means the Wealth of the Nation willbe 
increafedj Manufaftures advanced^ and every Body 
pur into a capacity of eating his own Bread; for u^ 
what imaginable account can we thPnk^thatf Wefbotild 
not be as able to improve our Popifloiifhdrs to our' 
Wealth, as well as Ho/land^ zadF landers^ and tdrba- 
does^ if we had but their Induffry atnd orderly Ma- 
nagement ? If it be faid, their Difpofition is more indu- 
flnous than ours 5 it is true, in that condition that mat- 
ters arc ordered 5 but. if we had the fame itiduflrious 
Education, we fliould have the fame induflrious DiC- 
pofition: let a man, one that hath been bred up In 
the Trade of Begging, he Will never,unlefecompfclIed, 
fall to Induflry; and on the other fide^ it ]s a woh- 
dcrful Neceffiry indeed that fhall bring one bred up in 
Civility and Indurtry^ to beg; as is eafily obfervablc 
in many poor Places and FamiKes. 

And were there no other Benefit to theKingdotn 
in general, nor to the particular Places where fucK 
Work-houfes fhall be fctled but this, although the 
Stock were wholly lofl m four Years, it would be an 
abundant Recomp'ence, by the accuftoming the poor 
fort to a civil and induftrious courfe of Life, thereby 
they would foon become not only not burdenfbm.but 
profitable to the Kinc;dom and Places where they live- 

5. By this means there would fbon be an improve- 
ment of the feveral Manufadhires of tlie Kingdonr, 
both for the necciTary Confumprion of the Kingdom, 
and for Exportation, whereby our Trade Oiitwara 
Would exceed our Trade Inward, which Outward 
Trade, as it is the Bafis and Foundation of all bur 
Trade Inward, and the Excefs aad Over-ballance of 

our 
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oui: Trade Ouiward to our Tr^de l/iwaidis the only 
means doc ooljr to keep cue Money at home, but to 
gaia an inoeaie of Money ^.and fo.advancech the true 
iDcrinfique Wealth of the Kingdcra.; iot as. of our 
Hand, if our Ttade OuOKard exceed our Trade In- 
if ard^ the ex^ieij^ociufl: ol neceifity be returned in Mo- 
ney or Bullion 5. li^ if our Tiade Inward exceed our 
Trade Oi\tmiAy the e^c^fe muft be made good from 
hence in Money, which muft needs infenlSly impo- 
yeriflicbel^ioj^oiik; and Experience makes us knoitf 
it to be truei Now? the advance of our Manufactures 
would be bt this means plaihly evident; for. Wool- 
len Manu£a£bres, or Cloath} the Staple Commodity 
of thi^in^om, would be more, and thefe other 
Woollen MaiQufa^'ess asKerfics,Serges, Bai2;e,which 
though now<on&iedtorevcralpartsoi the Kingdom^ 
as TShmfhitty MxBlk^ Calchefien would be by this 
means dM over t& wbok Klagd^na, and thofc 
places which have Hole of Woollen Manu£i£h]re, as 
tincoifffkire^ Nmhamfton^te^ and other Counties^ 
would foon^fall iitfo it; i^ Iikeil7ilic knitdbg oi Stock- 
higs, Caps,jWia^^C(£ics^ 4nd the like. 2. Our Linhea 
Nmuia&ures, ais linnen Cloath, JLaceS of alt rorts,r 
Nets, Sailsych:. would become Native, andfopply the 
want of theKin^om, and prevent the necb% of 
Importation of Linnen Cloath from^ Holland sivi 
Fravce^ of Laoes from Flanders: and as th^ Trade is 
in fome degree ufed in ,Lanca(hirej Leicefierfhire^ and 
(bme other places, lb it would be comimunicatcd to^ 
other places of the Kingdom: and it is very confide- 
iablc the numbers of Poor that would be by this means 
imployed in drcfling of Henip and Rax^pinningj 
Wcavmg, Whitening, and the like. Andllf any (hall 
^y» ^c want the Materials, and we want thofe that 
ftoiild ihilru<9t ehc Poor in the ordering of them, the 
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Anfwcr is at hand; If once the Manufafture wetc be- 
gun to be put into a method by this way, all men 
would quickly fow Hemp and Flax in feme parcels of 
their Tillage, and poffibly fome Lands that weretioc 
fo fit for other Tillage, would be imploycd in this : 
two Acres of Hemp and Flax in every Parilh would 
imploy multitudes, which now People neglcft to fow 
becauie they have no way to vent or imploy it. And 
for Inflmftors, when once the alarum is abroad of fuch 
a deficn, it will draw over Workmen from other^Fo- 
reign Parts; and by this means we gained, orat leaft 
recovered the skill of making Woollen Cloath from 
other parts, as appears by undeniable Evidence. And 
if it. fhall be faid that this will defraud and (Ir^jten us 
of Labourers in our Woollen Manufaftures, there can 
be no fear of that ; for we have Poor enbugh to be im- 
ployed in both : and it is moft certain, that the Popu- 
loufneft of the Kingdom ftill inaoifetb, ftotwithfland- 
ing its great Exhauflings by Waft and Plagues, and 
Foreign Plantations, and confequendy the Poor will 
be proportionably increafed, fo that we may reafon- 
ably fuppofe, that in one fevcn Years, by the blefling 
of God, the very Proceeds that will be able and fit to 
work, of poor Families, will be more than double to 
what they are no*, which will continually increafe in 
a kind or Geometrical Progreflion, whereby thfte will 
be enbugh for double the Imployment that is now 
for them. 

6. By themeansofthefc Work-Houfes, there will 
be an opporwnity for one or two Perfons, skilled in 
any Manufafture, to inflruft twenty in the Trades Jby 
common refort, meeting, and dally refidence of Chil- 
dren and ^ung People there; and there nuy be op- 
portunity to teach Children to read, without any In- 
terruption in the Imployments of them that arc abte 
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ta teach thcm^ or of them that are able to work. 

7. By this means the yearly Contributions for the 
NecJclTary relief of Poor, that are able to work, and 
their Families, and thofe kind of Contributions which 
in time will be impolfible to fupport the Poor, will be 
changed into a fupply every way more eafie for them 
that are to pay, though at firft it may require a more 
liberal affiftance for the raifing of the Stocks, and 
Every way more beneficial and advantageous- for 
the Poor ; Firft, Becaufe they will hereby be educated 
and inured to a way of Civility and Induftry. a. They 
will gain a Trade, which will go along with them, 
as the conftant fupport of their fives. 3. The Wa- 
ges that they will cain will be a greater and bet- 
ter fupport than they can have by any Contri- 
butions that are able to be afTeffed for them, for they 
may be able to gain. Two, Three^ Four, Five and 
Six fliillings a Week, for every Perlon able to work, 
which is five times more than their weekly c«: yearly 
Contributions do or can amount unto, without £x« 
haufting more than the Revenues of the PariflieSj 
wherein thefe Poor are in many places ; and this Ihall 
be demonfttatcd to the Eye of any that will confider 
this inftance, which I have Exaftly tryed,and Examin-. 
cd^nd found to be true. 

. The ordinary Procefi and time^ and charge of ma- 
king a commm courfe medfy Cloth erf our Gloucefier(hit e 
Wool at this day is 5 

I . In every fuch Cloath of about ^1 yards long there 
is Ninety Pounds of WoQl,which will coft at this day at 
tid.per pound 4 1. 10 s. w«.cM:din^ in a gray Qoath. 

54 1. of Abb. — ^ 

~ — ; ^ 41. lOS. 
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i. The Charge of making this Cloath : 
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1 Parting arid'Pickmg ^ -o 3 q 

2 G)louring r o 16 o 

3 Breaking and Spinning the Abb^ at two ? 

grnce fanhing/^pr /. ' • > ^79 
. reakincandSpinningtheWarpat5.d.l ^ o ^ 
perl^ : : _j^o 18 (5 

5 CarcjsandOyl -r: — ^--;; f o Q 

6 Weaving, Spooling and Warping -r— • 11 3 

7 Milling and Burling o n Q 

8 Shearing and Preffing • o 18 o 

9 Drawing — o I <5 

10 Carriage and' Fa^hiragc ^— o 7 o 

So the whole* Charge comes to • — ti 15 q 

Out of which deducing the Materials of Wool and 

Cards, and Oyl^ viz. 5 1- los. 

Their Remains entirely for the Expencc of Work, 
amount to 6 1. 5 s. 

ft is true^ at this day this Cloath yields not above 
12 1. to be fold, which is only 5 s* profit; but when 
Trade is quicker ic ttiay yield 13 I. or more. 

3 • The People that arc impk>yed in bringing about 
this Cloath to be ready,* arc fourteen, viz. tntcc Wea- 
vers and Spoolers, two Breakers, fix Spinners^ one Ful- 
ler and Burler, one Sheer-maft, one Parter arid Picker : 
The Weavers fuppiy the officeof Spooler and Warper. 
\ 4. Thefe will bring about the firft Qoath in about 
two months fpace: But being continued in' a conftant 
traft, the Cloath will be brought about in thre^ weeks 
time; for all the other Workmen are ac work, and fit 
the Cloath tor the Weaver in chat Ipacethathc is wea- 
ving the firft Cloath. - 
'5. Cofifcquenrhr thij one Loom thus imployedall 
the Year tound^ allowmg two months to Ac firft doath, 
and three Weeks to every other, will make fourteen 
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Kturnstbc firft year of Cloath ready forfale, and fix- 
teen raurns every Year after. 

6. C9nfequendy that which this yields ioi bare 
Wagcs^to thcfc 14 poor Workmen for the ficft year is 
.Eighty Tev^nToundscenSliillings^ and for thetollow- 
ing V ears is Ninety feven pounds^ and by this Com- 
putation it is eafie to fee what every Work-man can 
^gain a Week Ixing fully imployed. 
' 7. About one hundred Pounds flock will for ever 
keep this Lc)oms work going, and maintain thefe four- 
teen Workmen^ and confequently a Stock ot four 
hundred Pounds will keep oii foot four Looms work, 
and keep on Work 56 Perfbns, and he able to abide 
.the ordinary delays of file incident to the Markets. 

8. But if it could be fuppofed that the Cloath could 
. be fold as fbon as made f which is not I conlefs realbh- 
ably to^ expcQ:ed ) then a ftock of four and twen- 
ty pounds would by its continual return provide Ma- 
. terials, and. pay the Workmen for one Looms work 
in perpetuity : But bccaufe the returns by fale cannot 
. be as*fpccdy as the work is done.tl!ie Stockmuft be near 
100 1. to aolde the delay of a Month, two, three, four 
or n;iore, in point of fale, and likewife to buy Wool 
;feafoDably for Work. And by this it appears that 
. altboueh one hundred pounds Stock by \v^ 16 returns 
..yields out an inconfiderable advantage to tlie Mafter, 
at five, (hillings fer Cloath, vi% but four pounds in the 
. year, yet ityiclds aconfiderabfc advantage to the poor 
Worka'Sj viz. near one hundred pounds jer annum }, 
, and conicqoently a Stock of four hundred pounds 
. yields near four hundred pounds per annum. And 
. confequently thefe fifty fix poor People that are kept 
. pt\ work with this Stock of four hundred Pounds could 
, not live better, if the Parilh were at the yearly penfion 
..of foar hundred Pounds/^ annum^ to relieve them, 
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Dor indeed {o welL confidering they arc by this means 
keptina way oflmploymentand honeftlnduftryUnd 
yet without fomc fupply cither by Wages or Corjtri- 
Dution^ thofe 56 poor People being dcftitutc of Wages j 
or Contributions to this value or near it, rquft live by 
ftealinR, or begging, or ftarve. 

Analet it be alio confidercd, that this Stock thus 
raifed and fct going, niaintains it felf by a perpetual 
Circulation and Vigiffitudc, without any confidcrablc 
help by an jr farther Supply, and yet perpetually coun- 
tervails a Contribution 01 near loiir hundred Pounds 
fer ann. for the relief of thefe fifty fix poor Perfons. 

By air which it will appear, that the advantage of 
a Stock imploycd, and once fct on foot, doth couriccr- 
vail a great G)nti!ibution, and indeed, greater than 
can be raifed and yearly coptinued by moft places an^ 
will at lad in time render thoTe yearly conitaht Cpn- 
tributions lower and lefs needful. 

p. But yet farther, by this means there will be a rca- 
fonable gage fct to Wages of Workmcti : It is not un- 
known how that fomc covetous Mafl:crs in hard timcs,if 
they are well (locked and of Abilities, will fet on work 
ixiany Poor,' but they muft take fuch Wages as they 
are not able to liveupon,and that alfo many times {aid 
in Com,Wool,Chcefe,arid other things, at rates high 
enough : and indeed,if they will work upon thefe terncis 
they may, but if not, they turn them bflf^ or not im- 
j)loy them, and thereu J)on the poor Workmen not be- 
ing able to live without Work,and having no place to 
fefort for any, are pnder a neteffity of working to them 
at inconfiderable Rates. And fiich Ntafters makegrcat- 
cr advantage by thiis meanis when Trade is low than 
when it isopen : but by this means there would be a re* 
fuge for the Poor to be imploy ed at reafonable Wages 5 . 
and the reafbh is evident, becaufe this being butan Ex- 
pedient, 
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:, not (b much fac' gain to the Maftpr^ asior im- 
ployment ibr the Poor, ^s long as the &ock makes but 
^ood it felf, or be managed without confiderable lois. 
It attaitis its End, and therefore may give competent 
Wages. But on the other band the Tiading- Matter 
lool^ for his Profit, and if his Stock turns not to him 
for Gain, he gives oyer, or reduceth the Wprk-m^n to 
inconfiderable Wages, that his own Gain may be ;hc 
greater. And although it may be there be fome hcxiett 
minded and charitable Mailters that will be content 
for fome time to imploy their Stock though without 
Gain, yet they are but rare to be found, and fuch as 
commonly hold not out long unle(s they find Profit, 
though porhance they fuffer no lois. 

Thefe be fome of thofe Confiderations that (hew the 
ufefulne(s of this Expedient : I ihall now confider fome 
. of the ObjeBions that may be made againft it. 

I Obj. It is a great Bufineis to i^e for the purpoie 
four Yeais Pay at once to make up a Stock, and 
yearly Contributions ace more eafie. 

I anfwer. It is true, and yet the advants^e even to 
the Objc6tors themfelves is even to their Senfe appa- 
rently great: If a man had a Rent of Inheritance iUu- 
ing out of his Land, he would not think much of giving 
£xteen years purchafe to buy it in :And the charge dia t 

foes out for the Poor, as it is as much and as certain a 
Charge as a Rent^ fo it is evident to us that it hath in- 
ereafed yearly, and of neceifi^, the longer things are 
continued in tnis caielels way, it mutt increafe in an ex- 
ceifive Propordon, and to give four Yeats Purchafe to 
abate it, or if it were but to keep it at a (by, were good 
husbandry, a. Befides this, let a nun confider what p- 
ther Lofies do accrue by the want of a due Provifion of 
Work, and an induftrious Education for the Poor, in 
thieving and tte^iliqg, and fending iuch Maleiafbbr; to 
(Soals at the charges of the Pariih, in profecuring 

them 



tjiem at A£zes acid&ffions^ kiciiadng and defirmiqg 
^i0f Woods^ pulling of^Hcdgcs, and trefpaffcs taCom 
catidGtaisthereby, in Alms giving at the door ; theTc 
-would bd, if not dtaogethcr prevented, yet, in a great 
iineaiure cbey would, when^tbat xaofk unchriftian and 
^indeed inhunune way of Living among moft oidina- 
-ry i^digen^Pcople is remedied by convenient Impby- 
ment and Wages* 

a 0^\ But there are a fort of idle People that will 
rather beg than work, though they .may be employ- 
ed; and fa that Trade of. Bagging and Idleneis would 
'^beftillcoatioued. 

^I Ahiwer^ I . That we do lurmife a oompuUary Law 
to inforce Idle Pedbns to work ; which would prevent 
it. ^. By tliismeans, the benefitot Working would ex- 
ceed the beri^t of ^Begging, which would caufe Per- 
fons to leave it. 3-^ By tfic edUrcating of. Children in a 
way df'Induftry there would be gtafJually. a Difaccu- 
-fiomednefsto that-way, which would in timequite re- 
move it. But 4.-Wheamcawcre once-aflurod by, a 
clear Evidefice, that the Poor might Iiavc Work up- 
on reafonable terms, no man would give ; ^ die Laws 
agaioft Wanderers that weteabk to.work, aod againft 
r the Relievers of fiich, would be chearfially put in Ex- 
ception, which now men even upon the account of 
•xpmmon Gbarity cannot brbg.themfelves ta 

7 ^.But'Whatconfiderable advantage WGOildfuch 

^ aStocK gs-^ir bundled Pounds^do when perchance 

in a time of Trading four or &vc thoufand Pounds im- 

doyed by Maders in a Padfli Is but enough to iet their 

- Poor on wcMrk,' where it may be there are two or thccc 

^^ndred perfons tha&ace thu^ imployed. 

I anfwer,- It would be a great hdpio the Pxx)K in a 
^ time.c^fijardty ofwork, atthbugh itiihould iie ftill itji 
^ ^ tkneof plcnty;OiJW<)ckr;^^ of Wprk,.for a 
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JEBonth, ortwQ, orchrcCj in a Year, when Traders 
for advantage givcovcr, keeps Induftry on the wheels, 
and yields a con£uierable Supply. 2. Jn good times, 
when there is no need otic, it is as capable of Increaie 
fjind improvement, being imployed as private mens 
Stocks; arc, which would inlarge it, or at leaft inable 
it to beat Tome lo&in times of lowncfe of Trade. 3 . if 
once fuch a Stotk KWcre:going. it would not only in- 
: erode by it fdf, but it would nave continual acceflion 
by diaritable Gifts, which would do five times the 
-good thus imployed, than imployed as they are in 
'Doles ajidlittlctycarly Peofions, which confume and 
; coma to nothing, .but are fwallowed up in the preient 
(Neccffity of the Poor, and leave but (mall figns of ad- 
vantage behind them : i^hereas the following of the 
method now propounded will ac leaft leave the perfons 
'to whom it is applyed, the advantage of an induftri- 
ous Education aod Profeflion, which will abide by 
them. 

, {4 (%'. Bat men that are concerned for their own 
.benefit in the pcofecucion of their Tradp,as for iriftance, 
of Goddiing, and confequently more careful than 
I Pcrfons imployed for others, yet do lofe by their tra- 
' <}mg, md many times impair their Stocks ; and thore- 
. fore this, that csmtict be expected to be neither fo i n- 
: duftrionjQy nor facc^foUy managed, may be inthe 
rfuneGotidition. 

I lanfWer, i . in general In this way there muft needs 
' be one of tnefa Events : 

I. Either there will be Gain^ and then it doth im- 
prove the Soock^ and kiys up an Advantage that may 
compeniate a farmer lob, and enable the bearing of 
:a fbmre fofs. And 1 know no reafon but that in this 
^^nagemen t there may be fon^ietunes at lead: of ad- 
* yaatageja?;wclliu in private osiding- The Times are 

not 



not always at a (land in Trade, but fometttnes, and 
mod ordinarily there is Ibme gains in it, though 
not (o much as at other times ; and then the good 
times make amends for the bad. 

a. Or elfe, though there be no gain^ there will be no 
lofs^ but it (lands at a ftay, and if it dodi £d this defign 
attains its End. which is theimpkiymentof the Poor. 
Though it yields not the Mafter or Trader any gain, 
yet it yields the Poor a fubfiftence in their Wi^es 
and Woik. It is true a private Tradefman looks to gata 
fo much as may at lead maintain himfelf and his Fa- 
mily. And if he doth not he ^[ivcs over his Trading 
as nomnfwering his end; and it may be in fome cafes 
reafonable to do fb : But though here be litde oc no 
gain, yet the end is attained, bccaufe the Poor are im- 
ployed and paid though the Stock inaeafe not. 

3- Or elfe ther^ is Lofs: To this I fay ; i . If there 
be Lois, yet it is but gradual, notaltogether. Suppofe 
it be twenty, rhiny, or forty pounds in a Year, in 
a Stock of four hundred Pounds, and by that account^ 
y«t this Stock will not be wholly exhaufted in five or 
fix Years ; and if it (hould be to, yet the Lofs to the 
Parilh would not be more than it would be if its old 
courfe of contribution at the height that it would have 
during the fpending of that Stock which is theiebv, 
as before is obferved, in a great meafure remediea : 
1. Thefe decays may poflGbly be repaired by charitable 
Gifts and Bequcfts. 3. But if it were not, yet fuch gra- 
dual decays may be fupplyed by the Parifhcs with the 
fame Eafe that their contribution would have been, 
all things confidered, and poffibly better times ot 
Trade may happen at leafl once in two or three Years 
which may repair the lo(s, or at leafl keep the Stock at 
its full ga^e witH fmall helps : 4. But fuppofe the worft, 
and that in the Compa& of three or four Yean; the 

whole 
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whdcStckk were wholly drawndrvj I (ay confidently, 
that the advantage the Country would have by a courfc 
of induftrious Education of the Poor continued but one 
thirec or four Vear% will more then countervail the 
lofe of a very conudcrablc Stock, in preventing that 
Trade oif Idleneis which grows up in ooor Families, 
which will daily Infinitely increato, and will receive z 
very great check, and polSbly fuch as will for ever 
prevent the return of fuch a courfe of life by the inter- 
ruption of a tra£t of three or four Years of Imploy- 
itaebt, and will put thouiands in that trad of time into 
a courfc of trade and livelyhood which they will carry 
with themall their livesafter. 5. And befidesallth^ 
it is not likely the Trade will foffcr a perpetual inter- 
ruption, but even while this Stock is in this wane and 
d^natioii, private tncn will be Trading, and thea 
in this decay and declination of the Stock fif it (hould 
be unfupphed j there will be Work at private hands, 
ddd Penbns inflftuded and' fitted and able to do it^ 
which may prevent a total interruption of an indufhi* 
OQs Education, and may give fome intervals of relax- 
ation of the imployment of the common Stock, at 
ieaft in that fulnefs as formerly till it be recruited by 
new fupplics. 6* But yet farther, the Method erf the 
ptopofcd Imployment, though it be principally bot- 
tomed upon the trade of WooUen Cloathing,yet it will 
have other fupplies, as is propounded, as making of 
Kerfeys, Baize, Knitting of Stockings^ dreffing and 
ordering of Hempand Flax,and fpinning andWeaving 
it* And though there were no other but the Woolkn 
Manufa£hire,yet if it fhouldpleafeourSuperiours toin^ 
tadiGt the wearing of forein Manufadures, our own 
. confumption at home and the neceffity that the^faav^ 
in forein Parts of our Woollen ManufafhiFes, would 
double the Trade of Woollen Manufactures. 
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5. O^j. The pDor have, Work aJicadjeif'tbciy wilt 
work, antWic fetting up fuch a pubJiiwcr lFiaafi:\»ifl:i 
but make Workmen the moue indcpcQiicnti,. aiKi.<fc^ • 
4ine the Imployment of private Tcatiers^w^bi^'ilHU 
tend to the decay ot Trade. - ;; . . 

lAnfw^r I. Ici ttiie5whenTrading'i$quick.pc®- 
bly they may have Work enoughi^but i*pon any. ch«cfe 
in Trade they arc oftentimes ttirncd off! unl^s> th^ 
will work at extream Ibw Wagcs^and itt paid? %i Whftt 
work is fo plenteous at private hands^f here may be. w^ 
incermiffion or rdaxation of the Itoi^lofmem ojtf. th^ 
conMnon Stock : Efpeciallv if they caa baMC biett^t 
Wages at private hands y4x, itwill be cndwghfoi ?tu» 
tabe fuj^cmcnul o£ die defefls-of work at: Qlher» 
bands, and it ' fuffiiiently arcaia'^ its End iikwsiXf^^ 
be a refuge at the time of noed &>r.th6fc thai wooki 
work and cannot get it^ aiad an Expcdfeor. to force 
thole to work that can aad will not ; . 

6 Oijeiti0n. Foot that do. their woifk well, sind 
ate bonefl and induftrioiiS) cannoc ycant wodc ^i^tir 
any is to be had in cbe Country, aod thofc thai are 
notimpfoyed are ekher fuch as will hot work, ;or caa- 
not tell how toworkpr will.ftealor purloinxhfcirwock i 
Thefe will undoc the Wot fc-houfei . 

I aniwer 1 . Sometimes there are^whcn the: honeSefl 
Workmen cannot get Work, and this will be a rc- 
fcrve {xx them. 2. But as for odiets^hcre will be an Ex- 
Jjedient to teach them to work that cannot,^ and td 
<:ompell them to Work that can^^ and to puniih theo* 
that are difhoneft in their Wok. ^ And if there 
were no punifliment, yet when a Work-iloufe and 
Stock is once fettlol, that would be fofficient to make 
them Work : For when every man were once fiirc 
that they tlmt would hopeftly work might have it, 
and readable Wi^cs^ every Wanderer and Begger' 

would 



would be efteenji^d ftich a Perfon as mil not work^ or 
\<nll be diCbioneft in it. and not fit cor be relieved, buo 
the llaWs to be kvetdy put in Execution againft mem« 
7 Otj. But wheM ftall we have men that will under- 
take the imployment, and be faithful and truftyinit? 
J anfWft, I. Th«fe be many ^om kbdhorieft men, 
who tor a- fmall Suhty and a Kcf&Dik or two tb worl^ 
and lodge in thfe Work-Houfe^ would be fie enough 
to undertake the iMpioyraent of a Mafter, and yet hd 
would have no great Ttiift upon hina, for the Stocfe 
*ould be lodged in the hands of the Overfeers, ind 
they to deliver it out, And take weekly or monthly 
Accounts : which Ovenecfs ma)^ be fobftanrial men 
and.at bo grcit trodbk^ and ehgiblfc cither by the Jm 
fliccis of pG3Ltc or Parifhioliers. yearly, <yt dhcc in ttaco 
ftBTSy and their tirouble Would be t)o greater than tht 
trouble of Qverfecrs of tht Poosr, or Church- Wdrdeas 
in any Parifh. ^' -^ 

Arid thus 1 have haftily ktid eurforily gone thr6ttgh 
the Method •- Rfcafons^ artd Obje^ftions of this Propo- 
^ k]y which lam-fure, if it can be brought to a du(f 
Accomplilhment, is> 

I. A Work of great Humanity, and fuch as we 
owe to thofe of our own Nature, as we are men. The 
wife God did tell his ancient people, that the Poor 
fhould be always among them ; which wasj, i .Toex- 
erctfe their Liberality and Charity in fupplying the 
Wants of fome by tnc Abundance of others. And a. 
To exercife theit Difcretiori and Induftry to think of 
and fet on foot fuch means as might put them in a 
courfe of honefl Imployment, and encourage them in 
it : they that are rich are Stewards of their Wealth, 
and they that are wife are Stewards of their Wifdom^ 
urit6 that great Mafler of the Family of Heaven and 
Earth, to whom they mufl give an account of both 5 

and! 
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and bncy I atxl liire, of the bed Accounts they cin givci 
of both, is to coiploy them in the Kefoniution and. 
Relief of thofe that want both or either. Am I my 
Brother's Keeper^ was the Anlwer of one of the worft 
of men. 

1. AWorkthataswellbeootriesaChriftianasany, 
Chriftianity recommending Charity as one of (he prin- 
cipal Chriftian Vertues. And indeccL the ill provifioa 
for the Poor in Engiand^ is one oi the greatcft Rc- 
proaclies to uj in relation to our Ghriftian Profeffion. . 

3.. A Work for i good Engiifh inap • The want p£ a 
due Provifioo for EducationdMid Relief of the Poot" 
iq a way of Induftrjr, is that which iills the Goals with 
Nlakfai^Drs, and nljs the Kingdom with idle and. un«. 
profitable Perfoiss^ t.ha( eonfume the 3tock of the King-; 
com without improving it^and that will daily ificreafc 
cveh to a D^olacion in time * And this Error in the 
firft Conco6):ion is never remediable but by Gibbets 
and Whippings ' But there tiilfft Be 2^ idiind^ pmdent,* 
and refolved Metbcki for <in induftrious Education dk 
the Poor, an^ that.i^^iU give better Rempdy againft 
thefe Corruptions than the after gain of Penalties can. 
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I Thank God Itathe well id farringtoit 
this <r4^«r^ abdut Five of the ClocJc^ 
and becaiile I have {bme leifnfe time at 
my Inn, i could not fpeiid that time 
hmt to iiiy own COnteiitntient ^ and yotrf 
benefit, ijianby my Letter to give vou alt 
^6od Counfel : The SubjeC^ whei^eot arthis 
time Jhalt be ;eonceroing Speech 9 becati{< 
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2 Sir Matthew Hale'i Letter 

much of the good Or evil that befalls perfbns, 
4loth occaiionally happen by the well ar4U 
maiiaging of that part of humane Coaver* 
iation : I fhall as I have leifure and oppor- 
tunity at other times give you my dire^ions 
concerning other Subjefls. 

And herein I fhall advife you firft, how 
you are to eiatertain the Speeches x)f others, 
according to the divers varieties thereof: 
Secondly, how you are to manage and order 
your own. Speech. 

Firft, as. concerning the former, obferve 
thefe directions: i. Obferve and mark as 
well as you may , what is the temper 
and diipofition of thofe perlbns , whole 
Speeches you hear, whether they be grave , 
lerious^ iober, wife, difcreet perfons, if they 
be liich , their Speeches commonly are like 
themfelves, and well deferve your Attention 
and Obfervatipn, But if they be light, im- 
pertinent , vain , paflipnate perfons , their 
Speech is for the moft part according , and 
the befl: advantage that you will gain by 
their Speech, is but thereby to leafa their 
difpofitions, to difcern their failings , anjd to 
niake your lelves the more cautious both in 
your converlation with the.ra , and in your 
own Speech and , deportment , for in the 
uhfeemlinefs of their Speech you may ^ 
better difcern and avoid the like in your : 
felves. '' ' "^ ' * 2 . If 
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ta his Children concerjung Speech. ^ 

2. If any perfbn, that you do not very Veil 
know to be a perfbn of truth , fobriety and 
weight , relate Arrange ftories , be not too 
rieaoy or eafie to believe them , nor report 
them after him: And yet (unlefs he be one 
,of your familiar acquaintance) be not too for- 
ward to Contradid him ; or if the neceflity 
of the occafion require you to declare your 
opinion of what is lb reported , let it be mo- 
"deftly and gendy ,not too bluntly or courlely ; 
by this meansy on the one fide you fliall avoid 
being abiifed by your too much credulity ; 
on tne other fide ^ you fhall av6id quarrels 
and diftafte. 

J. If any man fpeak any thing to the diG 
advantage or reproach of one that is abfent, 
be not too ready to believe it, only obferve 
and remember it , for it may be it is not true, 
or it is not all true, or fbme other circum- 
ftances were mingled with it, wliicli might 
give the bufineft reported a juftificatiori j or 
at leaft an allay, an extenuation or a reafb- 
nable exciilc : In liioft aftions, if that which 
is bad alone, or feems to be fo, be reported, 
omitting that which is good, or the circum- 
ftancesthat accompany it, any aftion may be 
cafily mifi-eprefented ; be not too hafty there- 
fore to believe a reproach, 'till you know the 
truth, and the whole truth. 

. ' A 5 4. If -- 



4. If aiiy perlon report unto ycni fbme 
injurv done to you by another ^ either k| 
worils or deeds, do not be ov^ hafty in 
IpeKevina it / nor iuddehiy itngry W^th thte 
pRvtoa w accui^d ; for ^llibfe it tsay bip 
hiC^OTmiM&Xf and how un&esUy 4(^1^ 
wiUk be^ when youjrctedttlity and p^^ 
ihaH petchance carry you tipon a Hippoftfll 
tnjury to do wrpng to him that luult dow 
you noap ; or at leaft, when t^ bqttom and 
tT}itk of the accu&tion is Imown , you will 
be afhaio'd of your p;i(fioa ; believe not a. re^ 
port ?till the party accufed be heard ;. and 
if the report be true, yet be not traflipotsed 
either with paifion, hafty anger or revei^e> 
tor that will be your own torment and per«j 
^urbation: Ever when a perCbn is accufed oe 
Reported to have injuc'd you» before yaii 
give your lelf leave to be ai^ry, think widi 
yourfelf» why Ihould I be angry before I 
^ aoi certain it i§ true ? Or if it be truc,how can 
I tell how niuch I ihould be angry !till I 
know the whole mi^er ? Though it maybe 
^ hath done me wrong , yet pofilbly it is 
hot To much as it is repre&ittod j qr it was 
done by miftdke^ 'go: it cbay be he isSxrj:. 
|br it : I will not be angry \iU I know tfaett^ 
he catife^ and if there b^caufe^ yet I will not^ 
pe angry ^till I know the whqfc caufib ', fo^ 
|i$]l then , ( if I muft be angry at alO yet 
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t» his ^hHdf'en csncfi^'tn^ Sffack ^ 

Ifciiow nm ^Wjimcb to be angrv, |t .mav 
•be' itJks.aot wQfJtb my, sag/st , ot ifjtjbe^ 
pay be ifi 4eArve» but a.fitfle.: . fbis wi 
Ife^ jfc^ MiEid aad Carruige vpon fuch oi^. 
:Cji0!()ct» ia afd^ifc; temper and joorder ; go^vf'^ 
^^&ifpiim ia4kkm Cr bfikiops T?^beft4 

; ^. If 91909 whole. iat^niy^yoQ d^ fio$ 
very weUioipw', .fri^e^yoi^ great and eat* 
tniorctibnry prpfe^io05 2^ .ffogaifc^ ,. f iVd 
^m^si^tfja tb2M}li» a^ in^y be^ but give noft 
I9ueb Credit to.it: Csift itxpt witlt youf 
leBP wteac mxf he tli« re^Ioft <^ t^$ wonder^ 
hi (indnds-) it is twenty t0 oftebtt you' wiU 
^adibmething that he ^m$ al^, b^i^e» jatid*. 
nefi to-^<^ : It riHaybe bp b2t& iboiediii^ 
i& beg of buy of youf or ^.feU to you, psc 
Ibme fiiih biEtvgaia thai ipeaks out sit lafi^ 
];isr o^ ad^aimgp^ and nbt you^s.: And ^ 
fieienre his (mrn i%on ydvi, or. if he bt dii^^ 
appoiiitcd> hid Irin^efs wiiU grow pooK 

' A- If a auksr £bcter and fomsnend you t^f 
)iionr &CGf ot- td^.doe that he t^Iiiatis will tetf 
yoirof iti- kisratlloja&idtooiie, either be 
Itsthr deceived 3iidrabfi{ed. you (ome way, or . 
mahs to dor ^::^ Remtidnber the Fable ol the 
FoK , commending: tk)$ fiti^ing<of the Crckw, . 
when ibe had ibmewhat in her moiith that 
the Fox liked. 

A 4 7. If 
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7. If a perfbii be Gholerick, Paffionate^ and 
give you ill language, remember^ i. Rather 
to bity him, than to be mov'd into anger 
ana paflion with him, for moft certainly that 
bianis in a diftemper and difbfder, obierve 
him Calmly and you ihall fee in hiia i(b much 
perturbation and difturbance, that you will 
^afilv believe he is not a pattern to be mu- 
tated by you , and, therefiure retura not 
Chdler , nor Anger, for angry words ; for 
you do biit put your (elf into a kind of frenzy, 
becaufe yoii fee him fo : 2f Be fure you re- 
turn hot railing reproaching, or reviling for 
reviling , for it doth biit kiridle more heat, 
and you will find filence, or at leaft very 
gentle words , the moft Exquifite Re^ 
yen^tof Reproaches that can be, for either 
it ^vill curt the diftemper in the other, and 
make hiiti fee and be lorry for his paffidn , 
lor it will torment bini with more perturba- 
tion and difturbance. But howfbever ic: 
keeps your innocence, gives you a deferved 
reputation of Wifdoim and Moderation, and 
keeps up the Serenity and Compofiire of your ' 
Mind : Whereas paffion and anger do make 
p: man unfit for any thing that becomes hiii| 
a^ ^ Man , pr as a Chriftiaji. ^ 
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8. Some men are excellent in knowledge 
of Husbandry , fbme. of Planting , feme of 
iGardening, fome in the Mathematicks, fbnje 
in one kind y ibme in another : In all your 
Converfation^learn as near as you can wuero* 
in the skill and excellence of any perfbn lies'^ 
9nd put Iiim upon talk of that Sub)e£l^ and 
obferve it,and keep it in Memory or Writing; 
by this means you will glean up the ^orth 
and ©sx:€lleiice :of every perfon yoii meet 
M^ith, and at an eafie rate put together 
that which may be for your ufe upon all oc- 
cafions. 

9. Converle not with a Iyer or a fwcarer, 
or a man of ob&ene or wanton Language ; 
for either he will corrupt you, or at leaft it 
will haziard your Reputation to be ope of 
tb^ like making : And if it doth neither, yet 
it will fill your memory with fiich difcburies, 
timt; will be troublefbm to you in aftertime, 
and the returns of the remembrance of the 
paifages which you long finpe heard of this 
nature will haunt you when your thoughts 
fliould be better impfoyed, 

H> ^dow as concerning your own Speech , 
and how you are to manage it ; (bmething 
xxjay be Col^eS^d out of what goes before , 
|)i)t I fh^ll add ibmt things el(c, . 
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'i* Let ^OBf Sf^tech be trae, oBve^^ak 
taf tUng fo( a ti^ucb , wMch: y<nr ^ne^ tar 
hwttt €0 be &lie : tc is a gtctb: fia a^xinft 
<3od, tiiat^gave jnou a fettgi^ to (^\l yaot 
flaind ) aoa iKR: to; fpeak a iy^ : Icisagmt 
flSuiis' i^kift hamanity k fi^^ fo^ vbefe 
•here Is no tiraeby tlteyeoan benoiMfejibdosi^ 
taiisiiadtf matt and ilfiaa::; Ami' Jois aii ii^^ 
Ikrdw lifter y fbr Befidcs ^ bafe dti&ejpQ^ 
tathm it cafti^ agon hioi ^ it <Mb in cnne. 
farsdig^a: tiu»3 to tkat balenefs of ifattfd , tHsie 
br can fierce ttflliiow to tdEtyath of? id av^eil) 
lying , even when he hath no colour of itoi 
ceffinr f^if k ; a»d iik timtrlie ixane^ cb lech 
a jMHiy that «d anocber man catinoc bdiatre 
lietdii »tnith, Ibhefanm&tficai^cekfidW)^ 
trfaeo' Iw tdls a fye : Aild'ds(ertMt it, a lye 
«v]arr MtUfflsi ttrhh' difoiy^eirjr antt fliaihe ao 

2« M yov tnoft be cartltft not-tb-lye^ fii 
fdn tsuaSt avoid oomdog nsa? it , yoor aila# 
flot:6quivi0eat$^ yow tM^jahi ^eak cfiacr 
^d^fi^body wlntlt yv» faavef bocibj^ faeaxi^ 
or relation , you KAx3%.tmifyeik^iAai9^^VD^ 
ov&koarffXtS^^ wiiidi yoK:]iB7efetRrb^ic£Ea> 
isftricoorojSj^oiToal^. * or? * . 

J. lee youf ^ociirra be Bc^.^cetpediattjr 
when your betters^ or dranodiisijof M^li JOp 
raore experience , or underftanding, are in 
ffedCji lor you do your felf at once two 

great 



lirtat foUchie^ : i / You h^ttt^ ^ni difeofct 
youi' Qvirn WjUikpai^ a^d lolly : is^. You xc^ 
your feil Qf diat; c^iportUQitK Avhich fo^. 
|night btberwijli; h»v9 to gsti^ Kiiowl«<^6 « 

t^t you fii^^ fy ]^(E)ur tm(|oma«( uUtr 

4. Be ^ (^fef-«aenaft, lowd, ^ v^olmt iq 
talkingi for k is uq(f dinl^i and ^atneA and 
^twd (aUuQE i«a^ you laver Hiost and loff 
y<our bufiwii^j) whsa you fbould tHtconfi- 
dork^ a«d poaderu^ your tbou^^ts , and 
liOTT to^ exp^. tibiem fignificaatly , und to 
tho pui^le ,. you axe Ariving to JEeep youf 
Tongue gfin^) and to filence aa oppooeut ^ 
ooc with reak)j3, but with noiic. 
' 5. Be ^^eful not to imarrupt another ia 
^ taU^ , bear him out,c you wiU undcrftaod 
bun the better , aod be a^k to give him th& 
bottler ai^wier , it ^lay ht if you will f^ve 
bid) kiave be wiU iay fckaewh^t moro thaot 
you tttve yet beard, or well undeiSood, or 
time which, you did not eenped^* 

6. Allways before you (peak, eipccially 
>^hf re tb<^ b^ne& w of moment , , confid^ 
bi^ofe hadd^ weigh the ifence of your mhad 
wbicbyou i^f nd to utter, thinK upon th& 
gv^ilifDOS yot| intind to uie, that thiy be 
ugoificantft, pectiae&t^ ^hd unofiennve ; and 
whercta it y th^ ordinary courfe of incon^ 
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fidcratc jpcrfbns to fpeafc their words ^ and 
then to thinkjOr not to think ^till they (peak, 
think iirft and fpeak after , if it be in any 
{natter of moment or lerioiifhcfs. 

7. Be willing to fpeak well of the abfent , 
if you do not know tney deferve ill : By this 
means you fhall make your ielf many friends, 
and ibmetimes an undeferved commendation 
is not loft tO' thie Party to whom it is given , 
I have known fome men that have met with 
ahiiodcfcrved Goinmendation, outof fhame 
of being worfethan they have been reported, 
fecretly to take up praftifes anfwerable to 
Iheir Commendation, and fb to make them- 
felves as good as they are reported, 

8. Be fiire you give not an ill report to any 
that you are not fure deferves it : And in 
moft Cafes though a man deferves ill, yet 
you IhouW be fparing to report him lb ; in 
ibme Cafes •indeed you are bound, in Ho- 
nefty and Juftice, to give that account con- 
cerning the demerit or default of a per- 
fbn that he deferves ; as namely , when 
you are called to give Teftimony for -the 
ending of a Controverfie , or when the 
Concealing of it may harden and Encourage 
a perfbn in an evil way, or bring another 
into danger ; in fuch Cafes the very duty of 
Charity binds you to fpeak your knowledge, 
pay your probable fear, or fuipition of fiich a 

perfbn 
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perfbn^ fo it be done for prevention of grea- 
ter inconvenience, and in love, andefpecially 
if the difcovery be made to a peribn that hath 
a fiiperintendence. Care, or Authority over 
the pcrfon complained of ; for this is an afl; of 
Love and Duty. But for any peribn * ma- 
licioufly,bu(ily, and with intent t^ fcandatize 
another, to be Mrhilpering Tales and Stories 
to the prejudice of another , this is a fault ; 
If you know any good of any perfbn, i5)eak 
it as you have opportunity ; if you know 
any evil, fpeak it, if it be really and prudently 
done for the gQod of him, and the iafety oC 
others; other wife rather chule to fay no^ 
thing, than to lay any thing reproachfully^ 
maliciouOy , or officioufly , to his preju* 
dice. 

9. Avoid Swearing in your ordinary Com- 
munication , unlets called to it by the Ma-^ 
giflrate , and not only the grpfler Oaths ^^ 
but the leiTer ; and.not only Oaths, but im« 
precations , earnefl and deep proteflations : 
As you have the commendable Example of 
good men to juftify a fblcmn Oath before a; 
Magiflrate , fo you have the Precept of our 
Saviour forbidding it other wife. 

10. Avoid fcpffing, and bitter, and bite- 
ing jeering , and jefling , efpecially at your . 
friends Condition, credit, deforniity or na- 
tural defeds of any perfoa^ for thefe leave 
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ifljaftiee ; ftjr ?vew you fo iiftd, yttu would 
take it iawtrcllf afid ittil% suid many tf m^^ 

Ittcfk aft- <njur)r ^o^s 4 cnan dtat ^ mim h6 
HttleiMiiksOT it. 

n. Be very taj^eftfli, that ytjii givir itijf 
r^voac^n j pitter ^ tDeti^cifig dr ipghtfui 
words n> any perfbn, nay not tb Servants, 
or other jJerfens of ao iriferioiur CojjditiOij, 
atnd diat upon thde coilflderations : i i Thero 
is «oe. the oieaneft perfbti but you may ftand 
fa seod d httn mi one kind , or at ibinetim«; 
or another , good words main frkhis , bkd 
trerdSmafeeettcrtiqs, hr is tfie beftprudfencd 
ia the WoiM to txtiUe as man;^ Uktbk a^ 
honeftly you can. , cQ)ecialIy wheifit tas^ 
be done at fb ealie rate as a goodword^ and^ 
it is the gfeateft fbUjr that can be to make 
an enemy by ilt words , whidi.do iiot at air 
any good », the patty that ofith diem ? 
2. iiPwowils provoke 'm words again , and* 
?oinmori!y fiich iH words as are ffiiined by 
ifech^ provocation, cfpeciaJly of an mftriouTi 
ifick clbfer, and wound deeper, than fiich 
a$' eome- ianprorvoked , by ill Language , or 
from.aiT equal: : j.- Where feuits are coitt- 
mittcd', they may and by a fuperioor muft 
bfe reproved, biBtlet it be donr .wittoni re-. 
proacW, or httteriie&, otherwifc it tofedi 
ics due end and ufer, andiaftead of reformings ' 

the' 
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$bf 4)^AC6, i9ufgw^titht.eSuukr., and 
tj^Ue» him WQT&y ttid »Ves him tJieCudgd 
^ ttrike again , becauiie it dUi^verSr )fl(uir 
f)wa w^jtifoisis when you art rap^mmntt 

youju^'o^. fiO'hS 
yotir oxm bitt :&farii«i 
acuil td^fteemftd ; I pn}& itbis tho ra^irar , 
fctPAufe moft ipirdiiiaritp UlTjngnagb isiite 
^ly bf-Cbildron, aod (u<Mfsak aiibd paffiomtf 

' s^. If ttusre be osoifion for yoato fibeak 
tn any Cqinpaoy , always; bscarfBilftfyoa 
^eak at aU^ to Q^eak'Jaceft , fllpboaiiy if 
^%|igir^arftkkCofnpai^,iQr b^^ means 

jm will h^^^t^ advantage cif JEBDwiog 
^lM>Jisic(» judgnv«ot, twxf&y andielaeiona 
«iMlW^ lyltiieh may be a. great Ugbtand 
bs^to youiib ordering! ypw Speetb, ^a^ 
you will better know the Xncllnation of 
t^C^pAo^y ao^ l^k witk nun^adiran- 
t^gfi aad:a(x;dptiatipri»dA^wi;tlin|QBelecunit:]|i 

^^Sfuo^giiVlRg^oi^QCf^;. : .. . . . ' 

. 1^ ^iGarwiiltbst^toQQOioisinidiiiotytotii? 
mmi, ii:.i$.th^ moft tmoiieful and mgcsie&ik 
^Mflg cM^^M be t Yqu JGbiQuld avoid Fbtto^ 
^rom Qtj^csi butt QQ>ecie%.dict^FIiuaic3i^. 
of 3f9vr ^lli^««> J$hai%i,yow R^itationisi 
^ml «9dMti9& i£)!Oilr i^WAToogueaimiiiit 
b^ }^iic i=la(t6sci!$^ on £0(QaiieodQis» alod ic- 
is a fiillom and unpleafing thing for otha».to. 

fiwrit. ' 14- Ai^ 
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14. Abhor altfcml, unclean andobfced^ 
Speeches , it is^ a figti that the heart? is Cor^ 
rupt, and fiichkind of Speeches will tnikt 
it WOTfe, it: wiU; Taint and Corrupt your 
ielves and tbolei that hear its &nd brings 
^frepiitation to dhiofe that uie it. 

15* Ne^J^r ufe dny prophane Speeches « 
dbr naake )eft$ of Scripture-exprelHons ; when 
yjG^iiie the nanxesof God or of Cbrift , oi; 
any pafTages or words of the holy Scripture, 
ufe them with reverence and ierioufhei^, and 
not lightly, vainly at fcurriloufly, for it is a 
takihjg of the name of God in vain«> - 

16*: If yoiii hear of any unfeemly Exf*c£ 
fions o&d in Religious £xefci(es ^ yovi mufi[ 
be careful to forget and. not to bublifh th^n/ 
or if.youat all mention them, let itbe witl^ 
pity and fbrrow^, oot with derifion or re- 
proach* ^^ - 
• .ij. p6 tiOt upbbicj ariy, W <l$ride afl^ 
man ftir a. pious ^ ftf ift , or religious Con-* 
v'erlation ; for if he be fincere, you diflionour- 
God;aHd'injure him : If he be an Hypocrite^ 
yetitis mere than you know, oi-if you lino W 
him to be (uch yy&i his etterflat piety and 
fhi^nefst is not hisfault:, but hisDii^uIa-K 
tion aind Hy poor ifie, and though his Hypof 
crifk:I% to be detefted^ his etterii^ Piesy and 
Religion is to be Cotittnended^ lidf De« 
ridedr ... 
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, i8. HfW as littk converfation as is pofli- 
i)je jyith gWlmate ticreticks, or perfbns^ ob^ 
^aa^ely perverted in matters of Religlfon , 
;is,.i'ap^fts V C^ Anabaptifts, Antino- 

pbnyerft fl\j>t jvitn them m roattef s of Relu 
^ioa ; foe iriftead of Convcrtinjg thenl-bjr 
your perJRvalGbhs to the tyiith, y6u.fKiIl but 
l^dcn the^ the tjftoro^ . anH,^cndahg€r your 
Icif :/They are to beVdca^It with all Jn, thele 
fnattersj paly, hy perfpas of great Abilities : 
fpr a Peryeff ^^/Corru^^^ lObftinat© 

Spirit, ca'rr iips?)h it a Coatagion, as iafe^ipus 
and much mpce dangerous than the Plague 
in the B^yj^l^ere their opinions meet with 
^ ypujigjlna AVcak opponent. ^ 
' . And[ thfiSjX^ildren^ asthc time and my 
iemeoi^a^ce; would ^ive'me leave^ J have 
fet down {p^hf r6b!fcrvati^^ concerhirig tnji 
5lub)e6j, ;fol^,your direftion and pra<5Hfe, wbat 
Is watitirie Vow may abundantly fifpply by 
^apwg.the \yne Councels ot Solomon^ m his 
^ok '%iFfovcrhs : Read thefp ,my d^re^igns 
ofteri> tjimt'of them j^eriouily, aqd praftift 
theoi diii^ently , though,tljey . fcein put dry 
and brcTmarj^ mirigs, yet you will find ihem 
|iU!fuI iniy^^y (ponverlation^ which wiU be 
every day iriore eviden^^^^ as your 

^|udgmen^9.r und^ and experience in^ 



• I tiaVtf butjittle imfdiXf Wite Hi tfis^ftif , 
n4y€H fo ut)<! ft^ p/at Jmtts, ttad flifi 

^tft]^ ytt* ftiwb? ttiii ro fe^^&gjjW^f 

l^fe.: m the iSirtsttfee cite brflrehttifin 

%ferit at TOeS»-MM, ariiii wHdnifef fcwt 

nreli ^uetmt^ni mav be bbaltim ^i^ ^ 
feilfthii^fe, ' hi ybti afl icind'kfid Ibvifirg tart 







ral'tbaf!, beikY my 'i^b 





'always and in all places beholds you , '^pm) 

^now§ 
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knows ypur hearts and (lidughcs t Study to 
requite tlie Lpvp, and C^ure, and ^n^i^icf 
pf your Father ffyc ypu, wkb diitifum^» 
obiervance and obedience to him ; And ac- 
count it an honour, that God hath given you 
an ppjportunity in my abfeocey by ypur Care^ 
iFaitlmilneis and Induftry, to Wf ibme patt 
of tiiat^ebt, th^t by tl)e laws pfNature ioi 
{Gratitude you owe untp me : Bf fyxgfd ia 
my Family i but let there be np want : Pro- 
vide cpnyefiiently fpr the Poor , ths^t come 
to my door. And I pray God to fill ail your 
hearts with his Grace , Fear find Lpve ; and 
fQ let ypu fee ^he advantage ;^nd cqmfort of 
ferving him , and that: his Sleffing, and prt* 
fence, and cpmfort, and diredioo, and pro* 
videncej t>f \i^ith fou, and oyer ypu aO. 

four ev?r Ltivitt^ Father . 

Matthew Hale, 
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ALthtftigh by fcifoH (tf the Godti- 
§iouf nefs of your Difeaie; aAdthff 
liiafiy xfependente I ha^ve upon 
me , I f hdughr it not coii venienc 
to come Ddto you aariiig y&ttt fieUnefsi 
yet I bsiVt not been wtrittm mttty earn^ 
Ptayers.to Almighty God tor you, nor ia 
ufittg the heft m'eails I coulcl for fciik reco- 
^'©fy. 
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It hath pleafed God to hear my Prayers 
for you , and above means and 4iopes now 
16 reftdre you t6 a Competenr degree of 
With , for which I, return unto him my 
humble and hearty thanks, and now you 
ajrealmoft reac^^to come abr9ad again^ 
therefore I have ihougnt ht to": write this 
litclfeBoCk^toyoiiyfor thele reafons. 

s riot yet feafbnable for 

yo«'tOiCorne to.me , in relpe^ pf,thefe fame 
reafons^ above mentioned^ which hitherto 
h^e reftrained my Goming to you. 

2. Becaufe at; i^oor qomiqg abroad, you 
will be fubjefl: to Temptations, by youngf 
And imonfidefite J(^ompany^^ which inftead 
of feri^s Thafiljftlnels to Gm for hjs mercy 
to yctos i*ight pa*hance pjelrfuade y€U to a 
yain^ and light jollity: And I thought fit 
to jfendT you tnefeXInes to prevent fuch in- 
tonfiderate impreflions, and to meet you jiifl: 
atr^jour coming ^ibroady to.feafonyou with 
md^e; ^ife and Terious principles^ , 

j..:I3ecaufe you- arc even now come oiijt 
o( ^ gc^t and fore Vifitotion,t ani tlierefore,- 
iq all probability., in the fitteft terjipex.to, 
rec^i^fe tlje ipipr^t^ffions of a^ ferioijs Epiftle . 
firOm your Fatiiei:* > ^. . , \ . ' 

1 Ajpd I have chofen to put it Into this little 
Volume, becaule It is fom-awKat" too long. 
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for a* Letter ; and may be better prclerved 
for your future ufe and memory. 
: Ood Almighty hath brought you to thjj 
very Gates of l>eath , and fliewed you the 
Xerrour, and Danger of it^ and after th^t 
1^ Had ihewn^ you this Spefliacle of your 
owp Mortality^ he hath marvelloufly refcaed 
and deli veered ' you from that danger v and 
given you life^ even, from the dead , . fo. tliat- 
you are ajsanuo now Born intp the Worlds 
or returned to Life again, which nov4^ you 
fcem as it were to begin : You have pajQTed 
through thole two g;reat Difbenfations of. 
the Divine Providence , thole two great 
Experiments^ that God is plcafed fbnae* 
times to ufe towards the Children of men % 
namely, Correction and Deliverance, his; 
Rod and his Staff: And therefore inVall rea- 
fbnable conjecture, this is the moft fraibna- 
ble time to give you a Lecture upon both > 
and thK)fe admonitions which may be, render 
the one , and the other prc^table unto you r - 
And this I fliall endeavour to do in thefc 
following Lines* 

' Firft , you fhall not need to fear that I 
intend fo upbraid you witk the errors of 
your Youth , or to expoftulate with you 
totiching them : For I do aflure you , I; dor 
from my heart forgive* you all your follies ^ 
^nd mifcarriages : And I do aflure my felf, 

As that 
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that you have rqiented of th«m , and re- 
ibived againft dieni for the time to cooie ^ 
aod that thereupon God^alm^hty hath al(b 
fiilfy^ foraiven what 1$ paft : And this »« 
;rcat o^ance i^reof ix> me , in that h^ 
AhfbwonderfaUyrefloredyou, aadgivett 
yon as it were a nenr Life, whereiii you may 
obey and f«rve him |>etter than euer yon 
yet did' : And thprefiue if in this Z^etter^ 
thepe be any tooches conosfniag Swam, 
vanhies, aiTuie your filf, they are not aogry 
repeiriiiions , but onfy neceffi^ Caittiona 
for jftKir fixture ordering of your Life, 

Th^ bufiae& of th^ie papffi, is prfiBd{^ 
to commend uotoyoii, two general Remem* 
branees^ and certain RHJaksandColie^ictfis , 
that ariie from them ^ th^ are alt ^^fboa- 
bfe for y6ar prefent Condition , and will he 
pf fingnlar uie and benefit to yosu ^ in the 
whole enduing Courle of your Life. 

Fit#, i would have you as Icogas yott Uve^ 
remember youi* late Sicknefi iii all its Ctiv 
cnmfhnces ^ and tbele plain and proBtaUe 
inferences, and advices, that axife ffcan it* 

SisdtfidJ^, i would have yoia reixionbtr 
as long as ycMx live , your greatddiveraiawM, 
and the fevei^al Cirqutoniiiaiifies di hy 2^ 
(bote n^ceSry dutite rimt ane inctimbeiK 
upon you^ in relation tliercumsa 
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It is evttieat to daiiv efeperiende^ thtt 
wIu2e.Affli£tiatt atttrota.us^ ai^.wfaife 
deUvvtances are intiQi > iX0rcc»nnuiiIv iunie 
iome good efie& a^nos ; 
iHO looier iouc xif 'ike Akv tet it qoKJEl^ 
niuiiiistoitsoidisldfie^a^diniitdndft; » 
when ils& AM^n or DeUveraooe is ^y 
wp ufialty Itwga cheoi y ooiult themicooik- 
jnoD things ) anrftute ^nt/ni> Meancs and 
iccoad Canfes: And ib -tfai good that Mm- 
load iliouid ^efoer itoift tbem vaoiAi, add 
men grow q|ttickfy to be but irliai: tfaejr ymxt 
before they^-came ; their fidc49ed proouj&s 
are forgot , fMito the fickneft is over. 

And the^fottt I &ali gi^ you an aocoBst 
of your fictoeft j and of your recovery : 
AiKi let dieffl flcver be foi^ctea by you , 
» often as thole ^X)ts and marks in your 
Face are itfle^ed to ybor view from the 
0»&j as 40^ Aft th^ paper comes inyoiw 
fight y nay «& often as yoa open your Eye^ 
frmntleep, Ivhich were once doled, pnd 
iikely never to open i^aiii ; id often, and 
tiore often remember your ficknefs,and yoa« 
reoovety, and the admonitions that thif 
paper lend| you ^oip thf^ CottQders^tioa of 

A 4 Firftj 



/ 



:^ A Letter frm Sir M.Hi\ey 

Firii , therefore touching your late ficfc 
pefi) I wou}d haye'yoB TCTiember thefe 
paurticulars : ji. Tlbe Difeaie it felf, in irs 
town nature^' is now bet^on^e ordinarily very 
<Mortkl / eipeoially |» thoft jof you^ Age : 
X6okapon!^eveo.tfae laft ^ye9t$ ^General Bill 
0f Mortaiit^y you will Bmin^ir Two Jbim^ 
iSuKl dead o£that Dileafe the laft ^ and 
bad not God been very merdful to you/^ 
you <niight have beeQ one dPthait nuaniber; 
with as great likelyhood as any of them 
that Dyed of that Difeafe : 2. It was 4 
Contajgious Dileafe ^ that iedud^ the ac- 
cds otyqvtr neafreft Relatipbs t ^^ .Your fickf 
nefs fiirprifed you upon a.i^daifi , ^heq 
you ieemed to bein yout foU ftrcngth : 4. 
Your ficknefs rendred you Noyldm to your 
ielf, and atl that were about you, and k 
ipcfitacle fuH of deformity, ^ tnc excels of 
}'our Diieale beyond moil that ate iick there- 
of: 5» It was a £erceaod violent fickne^, 
it did nbt only takq aw^y: the common 
fiipplies of nature, as digeftion, deep, 
firei^thy but it took awaytyoui: 'tatmi3(ry; 
your underftanding, and toe v^y lence of 
yoiir own Condition,or of WhaJtsai^t be con- 
Suable to your good : AU tliatypli could do 
was only to make your Condition Qiore 
defperate, in Cafe they that were about 
ymi^ had not prevf need if ^ and taken more 
:• ^' ■ Care 
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:jGare for yod , than you did or coiild for 
your felf: 6, Your ficknefe was delperate;, 
in fomuch ^ that your Symptoms , and the 
.violence of your diftemper, ^¥ere without 
jBica^nple; and you were in the very next 
jd^ee to aUblute Rottenilels> Pntrefadion > 
and Death it Jelf, 

Look upon the foregoing Defcription, and 
jr^member that fuch was your Condition-, 
you were a? fad a Pi6kure of Mortality, and 
Corruptipn , as any thing but Death it fetf 
could make: Remember i|:: And Remember 
^Ifb y theie enfuiiig loftrudions , th^t snay 
make that Remembrance profitable and ule- 
ful to you. 

Firft , Remember, that Afl^iStipn cometh not 
forth of thfi dufi , nor doth trouhltffring out of 
the ground^ Job 5. 6. But this terrible vifi? 
fation, was fen t to you from the^wife overrUr 
|ing Providence of God : It is he that bringetH 
down to the prave^ and bringeth up again. It 
is true, that this Difeafe may feem common, 
but you may and mufl: know^ that there wa$ 
more than the common hand c^God in fending 
It upon you, in fuch a manner, and fucha mea? 
fure, and at fuch a feafbn, when you were 
grown up to s^ Cqmpetent Ag§, and degree of 
underflanding,to make a due ufe of it,tnat yoo 
might fee his juftlce in Af&i£iing you, and Ihs 
gqodnefs in delivering you fromliich a danger^ 

Secondly, 
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Secondly > Remember that Aimig^ty GoA 
is of inoft infinite WiCdom , Joftke aod 
Mercy ^ be hath excellent ends in all his di(l 
{wb&tions of his providences : He never 
lends an A^^ion, but it brings a nsefl^^ 
with it, his Rod ha^a voices a voice Com* 
mandingus, to (earch and try our ways, 
and toexamin our I^Iycs whetlKr there h^h 
oiot heca Ibtkie great Cm agaiiift him^ or 
oegled of duty to him ; a vcHce Gotnoii&d- 
ing i^ to repent of what is a mils ^ to humb^ 
our ielves under his mighty hanc^ to€uni to 
him that ftriketh us , to feck to him by 
Prayer for deliverance ^ to depend upon 
him by Faith, in his mercy and power; to 
amend what is a mils, to be more watchful, 
circumlpeft , and obedient to him , in tt» 
future courfe of our lives, to fear to o&nd 
him : And if a man hear this voice , God 
hath his end of mercy and goodnels, and 
inan hath the fruit , benefit, and advantage 
of his Affliftion, and commonly a Comibr- 
table iffue of it : Read cAen and attentively 
the J jth. Chapter of ^fe?*, from the beginning 
totbeend. v 

Thirdly, Remember how uncertain, and 
frail a Creature man is , even in his feeming 
ftrongeft Age , and ConftituticHi of health ; 
even then a peftilential Air, lome evil- 
iHimpur in his blood, (bme obftru6:ion it may 

hie 
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be <^ a little vein or art«ry , a litde meat 
ilMig^ed, and a thouiiuid iinall occurxeor 
ces may upon a fuddaia , wkbout any CoO'* 
iQdersme warning;, ptui^ a maa mtbadeipe* 
rati^aod iiiort;ai/K:Kne(s , and bliiig a man to 
the grave. Hcvoember this terrible ficknoft 
leised upon you fuddenlv, pulled 6own your 
fixQQgth quickly , ami broi^t you to lim 
vcrv brink of ^be <irave : . And though God 
lwd% recovered you, you know not how looo 
ym may be brought into the like Condi*: 
tion. 

: Iiourthly , Remetnber thereibre, that you 
iwubeaod keep your peace with Cod, and 
waiik in h|s iear in the days of health ; 
diptctally a^et Q> great a. deliverance » and 
that &r very ouuiy realbos : i. You kaow 
not whether vou may not be overtaken with 
faddea Deato , and then it will be impoCK- 
ble for yo^ to bog^ time work : a. U you 
have {icknels to give you warning of the 
apfurosch. d Peatt^ , yet you know not 
whether that ficknei$ may not Ibddenly take 
anvay your ledes* nD«nk>ry,. or underftand- 
in0 » wlxreby you loay be di&bled to make 
your peace with God , or to exercife any 
fcmini thoi^gbts ooncerning it : i. But if 
thatMotiigiVe yoKj^ir warning, and take 
pQt4»way jHwriiBOCrftandiog, yet your own 

^)ipcofiiM» cikooot^yie but. let you know. 
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dl^t pain, and weaknefs, and diftradion of 
mkid, and impatience, and unquietneft, aro 
the common attendants of a fick bed , and- 
render that (eaibn at leaft very difficult ^^ 
then to begin that* greateft and foiemnefs^- 
aiidmoftimportantbufinefsofci mans Lifh^- 
4. BjK if yqur ficknefs be not fb fliarp , but- 
that it leaves you patience, and attention of 
mind for that great bufiiiefs, how do y&uf- 
know whether your heart Ihali be inciined'^ 
to it ? Repentance and^Converfion to God! 
is his gift, though it muft be our endeavour : - 
And though the merciful God, nevfer refuieth 
a repenting, returning offender; yet hoM^* 
can a man that all the time of ius health 
bath negledted Almighty God , refuled his^ 
invitations , aaid ferved his lufl?s and his fin , 
cxpeft reafbnably , that God in the time of 
(Icknefs , when the man ca?n»fervc his fins 
no longer, will give him the grace of re-# 
pentance? 

What ever you do thei^efore , befureyoii 
make your peace with God , ^fld keep it in 
the days of your health , cfpecially ajftet fo 
great a deliverance from (b cefperate a fick^ 
nefs. ^ : 

Fifthly, Remember that your Condition 
is never fo low , but that God hath power 
to deliver you , and therefom' traft^in him : : 
But remember withal! , that y<A» Condidon 

is 
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ts.never fb £ife and lecure, but you are witbia 
the reach of his power to bring you down : 
You are now by the mercy of God recovered 
jrom a terrible iickneis, think not with your 
ielf that your turn is now ferved , and that 
you fhall have ho. more need of him , and 
therefore that you may live, as you lift , and 
never regard your duty to him ; deceive not 
your felt herein I remem|>«r: that this* iick- 
nefs, within, two or threie days brought you 
upon your isnec$, cvQn&oga a leeming ftate 
01 health : The Cafe is the fame ftiU , nay 
much worfe , if this Afflidion make you 
not better ; Ajipfiighty God called you to 
iove,) and ferve, and obey him, by the ftili 
TOice of his . yrprd , by. the perfwafion of 
your Friends , |;)y the advifes and reproofs 
o^your Father J and when thefc were not lb, 
effe&ualv (as I know younOw^wifli they 
had bee%) He lent a melTenger that ^ake 
lowder, that would be heard, even this t&r-^i 
rible ficknels; ahdmoft certainly, if you^ 
have heard the voices of this Rod, (as I am 
hopeful you have) and thereupon entirely r 
turn to your duty to God in all fincerity [ 
and obedience , it is the happieft providence - 
that; ever befell you , and you will, upoa ; 
found CopviQion , conclude with the pro- 
phet , it was ^ok for mc that I was JffliSied : 
^m m the otJiieriBde, if notwithftandiqgthis^ 

voice 
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¥6k6 dt the Rod, you fliafl after youf n»- 
WHsf wtn again to fof?y^ and vddty, and 
«X€e6, afid wttds/tt your (eif againft this 
mdfefi^ ; ftnow for certain yotrarewidtift 
A» ^reaoi ai the Divine Jtiftk:e and Poiver : 
>M i^/M n^j/i^ toiHrary to him , Ae iryi? wgHe 
tmfrMiy t& ftUt ^ md fittfifb fi» yetfevtn tmes 

fir yow yfitf , Levit jtf . t4i 1. thsttSott gif e 
yoa that Cotiofel, dbtt oat L6rd ^ve tomtk 
tiMt he had heated, ^ehU thorn *rt mtie teSoUy 
^ihyw^f itnAft$m nmt^ k^ * tunft thing 
btfdUktt. There \i tio coriteffifig wifh A^ 
Aifj^fy Gb#, he is rea^ artd ca^^ to he te^ 
cdncited ttt the M'wft oF wrtft, iipcw huifn- 
fiation and n^oe reperttanee )' hot ht i9 invf 

ttybe MadcrcJd or p5nqUere<f by ohftnttcv' 
imJ OfW^ficidiT : Who hsih h»itneA hiitifaf 
ili^umfihimmdfrtfpttd^ Job,9i 4. 

SixtWy , I wtwid have foia RemeiiibertI 
ik^nefi as weHas death dot^ dhddcctVer |f I 
fend, and fhews' them where tfieir trtie- 
WlBom fie* : When a yotmff rtw^r, eQied-. 
iafy", fe in. the foH career of nis vanftf ami' 
plesfor^, he tfaifllrs that "Rel^tohv and the 
tbxt 0f God, M walking aceofrdiiig tb fats 
iif^i arid the fcrioas praflticc of duties (jf 
Bftfiqi^ towanis Obd. ^itayer trnto hitffj. 
fhalin^ orir peace- wrflii hnn , are j^tffcf / 
Jdw, rooKlfr, ami inconfidlsntbte nlktrersf, 
and' ikte fhete that m£Hfc Ihesir, arr a ioirt 




ltf':br^-ikfc^ inekiAehely. uiniteUigHit per. 
fi)M^ chtc wdiat vvk or bnedtng^ aod lUfe 
^Btftiwd fi€t Theml^es m the Wotid ; 
th^i'^y are: iM«ri6 cosily, fiuidcs and inia* 
gflMHOOS > wfattf^in^ pnyitamfta » and I 
Wv not wbst: elie : Buton fifaa other (tde, 
t)M^ tbtnii they aictbe brave men that liva 
^fhaS^y deny thecnfibes, no PieaAsc* 
<M&Dtu«, and koaC) and Whm^ andDe* 
ImmcIi^ and wear the neweft EafluoBfi; ic 
ipby be, this Calknt « Wiftnaaii comsr 
tp^oe ta&dn witba fiti>rfioinia&, that tsUa 
Hm he fOttft clye» Death, k ac tiae door, hts 
Oiii^is alflMft nm^ aad bnta. frwfiods left 
ip k : And the« t^ muK hauxiks quite ol 
anecber judgnent, hcraicsqyaoffab^mei^ 
fMAIihoeii,. JKrfiadsbkpkafiamiandiftteini- 
partiaee aad capcsft, asis not oal^r pacfiefk 
nittics, bitt itiadnefs-, vemtjeb^ toraneat;;^ 
a«vii iUUgkui and Psayer toKSod , and Bi» 
v«ti(QB and Pcinee wkbGod, ibor aee mwriil 
rctjcicft* andnowioofching bncctodanationa 
affMift tbo6 Cfluries, which in hb heakk 
hat^QiaAtbtoaly Widoia^ aodnotfang 
fai]|ifinMnHes«f acnoidmenc, and tefibcmatioia 
cSLikfaad DevotiofttoGod^ ibfkkiae&hafik 
ujukcaiveditomaii^tmdgiiren ktaatBiic;aadBi 
ra^afied ^K^ant.coQccrmng WifikMn,^ and: 
,FqU§r ^ -qwtt (MiBtar|s w vihathe h a dihafi a rft 
'Ebormis;! Hcmkl ham jniii. tps^ieGt jxuat 

fclf, 
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fclfji (and if'tbfc violence of your l!)ileafir 
left you at any time the ufe of your reaibil y 
jbethink your ielf what opinion you then had 
ofinteoiperancer^ : wafting of tkne , unlaw- 
ful luft^ or any of thof^ fins that formeriy. 
pleaied you in your health, ^^di^ither they diu 
n9t appear to -you in your jficknefs ^ - very 
yain^ foolilh y vexing things^, fuch as you^ 
wiffaed never to have been committed; aad' 
oil the othei^ fide , what opinion you bad iff 
your ficknefs touching Piety towards Q^d/ 
teiaring of ^liisiword, calling upon hi's iisaike/ 
ledeeming nb time , modefty, temperaiiee }*• 
Whether 4:hofea£^ions of y<mr life paflv tbk 
&vourqd ofrtiicft y were dot Comf<»taU0| 
^nd Conteiidiig/to you ' in your fickn^s; 
whether yourpurpoles ^ atid promifes , ^k^A 
rei0hitions:o6 your fick-bed^^^^i^norfbllx^ 
£idi thoughts: as thele : If it ^leaie God tor 
recbver me^ I will nevcr^ 1^ fiich a fobr^s 
l:have . beeen>^' I .wiU never -^ink to le&osfs, 
mifpend my tinie, I will fldvt^ k^pr ft[<:h 
evil Con^any as I have done; 1 will be more 
devout to wards God, mweobbdient to his 
woird , more oblervairt of good Counlel , 
and the like : Arid if you: find it tx> be l(b , 
I muft ddire you to remember thatafflidionif 
is the School of Wiidom, it redifies iXKns 
judgments; and I muft^ again defire you^ 
to&ecp your jui^ment right ftiU', and (et not 

the 
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the recovery of your bealth become the 
lols of your wits ; but in your health re- 
. tain that Wifclom your ficknfefs taught you, 
. and pradice what you then promifed : Re- 
memkr he is the mfejt man that ftovides for his 
Imtr end: JDeutr ^2. ig. 

Seventhly, Rertiember by y Our former 
iickneis, how pitiful ah inconsiderable thing 
the Body of man is ; how ioon is the ftrength 
of it turned to faihtnefs ^ and weaknefs^ the 
beauty of it to uglinefs and deformity, the 
conliftency of it to putrefaftion and rotten- 
nels ; and then remember how foolifh k 
thing it is , to be proud of fu<Sh a Carcafs , 
to fpend all, or the greateft part of our ^;ime 
. in triraing and adorning it, in'ftudying taevt' 
Falhions , and new Pofturcs ^ and new De* 
vices, to fet it out : In fpending our time 
and provifions in pampering it , ^in pleafing 
the Appetite \ and yet this is the chief bufr 
nefs of moft young mett of this Age 1 Leatii 
therefore Humility and Lowlihels,; lejrn to 
fumifih . thy Noble and immortal part, thy 
Soul^ with Religion , Grace , Kriowledge^^ 
.VirtJ^f, GbodneK, for that ViU retain ft 
, IQ, eternity : How mil^rabltf is that mans 
GDnditioil , that whiles fickrfels hath tnacfc> 
Ins Body a deformed, weak, loathfom thing, 
. fin hath made his Soul as ugly, ^nd deforflied; 

thc^avc will heal or to\^er the deformity 
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of the former , but the Sod wifl xJatf y its 
Ulcers and Deformity (u4t?hout^cpecrtfaftce) 
iiito t*hc next World : Learn and remetttber 
therefore^ to have ihy -greateft <3atte Tor 
thy Nobleft f)aft , furmfli it wiA "Piety , 
Grace, Knowledge, tire Feat -anfl l.ove of 
God , Faith inChrlft : And as for thy Body, 
tile it Decently, 'Soberly and Comely , ttett 
it -may Ve a "fit Ihftramijrft forxhy Sod to ufe 
la this Life, but be not pronti of 4t, rttfr 
iTiake it thy cl^iefeft care and bnfineisto a- 
5orn», much lefs cfefile it. 

EightliJy., Remefhbtfr to atord intempe- 
rance aad firifurLufts : It is trne ^c^nefi 
andHifea^s, and ^finitty death, are by the 
Laws and Conftitutions of our nature inci- 
dent to all 'Mankind : Bqt intemperance , 
cxcefi of bating and Drrnkmg, Druhfcefi- 
^iiefs , Whotein^ , tlnclfeartn^ and difbrder 
fcrihg^oiore dileafes , efpecralty upcm yomig 
ihen, an3 cJeftroy more young, fcrOnrg, 
l^eattriy ihen, tfiaii .the l-lague, or i3ther na- 
turaFdr accidental diftefripers: . They Weaken 
*thc Brain , Corrupt fhe Wood , decay and 
dift^iiiper thp ^Spirit, diforder and •potrefic 
rihe 'hiimoiii^ , iaiid make the •body a irtttjr 
l)a|; *fi^ of ^puirefa i9:ion t Some difarfes ^i^ 
!as It u'efeiCpectfKal^and appropri 
Vices, oflher difeafes are comoijofniy occafiottcd 
-hyiiiQtnlby&iw iiiflammaticWand potriferfK- 

OB 
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m ^^e Blood mi hjifaoms : ^4M I>ifea^ 

^j^yOtttlioft thftt aric EpideniqaijKsktural ^r 

. Q^iml^^ 9xex§ndi^bytk^^P yicesfar j^fKore 

j6w:p, Igfting , jinftUgflaw ?knd wcura^le , 

|)y4tet flock cif CQm*pM lOatt^r^ tll)cy lodg^ 
. jp ti^?4;>Q4yjto f«ed ^Ijoip Pifea^, *nd tfeat 

i^inpoc^icy thftt chqie vices brii^ itpcMiHatuire 
1(0 j^fift them .: Thewfore if yqu.over .f5?pc!^ 
'HP hayie a$ avell ja fbund body > as a }lbund 
. ipind^ ^carefully ai0[oi4 iotecnfieira^e gfid de^i 
tbauc|iery : Jm mofl toi^pgrate syid fobor 
.per^as^efubjed tOtCoknefsi, woaloiiels apd 
;Pijfeafcs , but the intqi5|»erate ca^ iAcver bfi 
■j^qg wichouttbeiPtt. 

Aod thysl-have dOfte jvith ^e F^oQ)eSt 
p^ ^fiur Djffeaffe, add at)leaft cnany of thefe 
•pcofttable ufcs you may gatber iftotti M^ re- 
iPtJOibcanceof it. 

. U. rl lhailjjow.ia,tbe:(ecpad j>laq.e, pi;it you 
iacRsmembiaocftof yourMivetJMife, toucb- 
ing si^iiieb, you inuft wm^tftb^ : ,1. Tibati 
«:i!Kai8a:gncat,-cmiijcqt, aild ^$i;^ordinary. 
Deliverance, you need (K>.other,e.vJideB(te of 
it, ithanby lookup bade upop tbe.gre^^pels 
»fjd leyerity of your Piieafe be^re-tnen^ 
tioved ; a. It was a delivetance by tlie i^i-* 
vasdiaui pwef and.mercy of t^c Ood, ib^c 
i^c you tlie Vifitaik)^ 

If fou had beed^dellveredkytbe :i0U|^iat« 
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cfticacy of means, yet you are blind if you 
fee nqt^that th* efficacy of means depends 
upon the providence of God, it is he thit 

Erovides it, and that makes means efie6):uaK 
ut in this deliverance God hath pleafed to 
hedge up (as it were) your v^^ay from attri- 
buting it to means , and hath given you an 
indication, that it was done by his own im- 
mediate power, and that he delivered you 
•above , and beyond means : Ic is true, you 
had a very able and careful Phyfitian , and 
very great attendance and care was ufed a- 
bout you : But when your Phyfitian and all 
that were about you, began to defpair of your 
' recovery, when means proved jneffeftual, 
when the ftrength of Nature was exhaufted 
and baffled by your Difeafe, God Almighty 
upon a fiiddain, and beyond expeftation, re* 
lieved you , and as it were by his own hind 
brought you back from the ^very threfholci 
of the Grave : And this he did;, that you and 
all about you, and all yourRdations might 
take notice of it, that it was he that did it. 

And thus Almighty God hath exercifed 
towards you, two great Experiments , the 
iirft of his feverity, the fecond of his mercy ; 
And as your Sicknefs and Rod had its voice, 
(a lowd and fliarp voice)fbyour recovery and 
dfeliverailce hath its voic^^tfo^a fweet,g€ntle, 
and(Ibope)efte£l;ual voice; a|tdl will as fliort- 
Jy as i cin tell you what it is. Firft, 
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Firfl: , Remember this benefit , remecpber 
it was reached out unto you, from the mere 
power, goodnefs, and mercy of God: Re-- 
meiiiber evermore in your Heart and Soul , 
to be thankful to him for it : Remember as 
long as you live upon all occafions to ac- 
knowledge it ; daily to return upon youc 
ktttGs humble thanks for it , to him thafe^ 
had regard to you , and remembred you in 
your low Eftate , to him that forgave your 
iniquities, and healed yourDifeale, to him 
that did this for you when all means failed, 
that did it for you, when you had not the 
underftanding to call upon him for it ; to 
him that did it for you, that deferved it not, 
for you that had provoked him, and neg- 
le£tcd him too much in the time of your 
health. This God it was , thit thus deli- 
vered you; Read often the 10 j ^/^/w at- 
tentively , and apply it to your own Con^ 
dition, it will do you good. 

2. Remember to acknowledge this good- 
neftofGod with all humility; your delive- 
rance was not the purchafe of your own 
power, nor of your own delert , it was an 
AQ: of the free and undeferved goodnefs of 
God; what Almighty God faid by Mofes^ 
unto the Jfraelites , Dcut. 9. 4, 6. I fhall fay 
to you with fome variation; underftancj 
therefore that the Lord thy God hath not; 

B 5 given 
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givdtr th^ this detiverance fiw iUy Righte-. 
buiheft : No it k xht tittre dTcQ df his oKvri 
goodii'^fs , sind td giv* ytfu OpfKfl^turift^ to 
praifp hird, aftcf fei^ve hith, bett^ tUsctk ^m 
f'Dii dfid befpre, 

5. fttfnternSer tkt itfthbif^h gi'tit cfcBi'«?- 
hades, f e<iuire yotir ^eat adcrio^ftf^<iidltt%' 
yet there is fortiewhdt more iet^it65 f 
ffirtielv, a real praftrcal gforifyipg or Gdtf i 
by ordering yOur Conver(a^lcn< airighl , K^ 
fervihghim, pleafittg Mni, Ob<!yifi§ Wrf*,- 
livirisr tb his honbiir ; This Alrttight^ Cfitf 
e)tfJeQ:s as ^ett as {ji-iifts , and ackntiwled^- 
rhencs : As the erid d God in affiiftidtt* 
is to make mert better ^ fb the end of GodI 
in ddiveirance^ is to titi^ke men bettef j. &r|d 
it we are not tlid better nierf by bdtk di^pt^rl^ 
fatioris , wq do as ihadi ats rri tis lies difap?- 
FointAlniighty (Sod irililsdefign, ^ftddlB 
appDiht out rtlVb^ bf the benefit and adVirtf 
t:age intended in both, and eafify tpb^ giiitedf 
by both. This therefore is the Volte of tftis 
cTeliVGrance, it calls fweetly, and geritly ilr- 
deed , but earnelily and cfFeflruaTly fot 2I* 
fncndment of life : And that upGd two gtcfdt 
^nd rnpving arguments : j. Yoiir recbVaj^ 
and gfeat cfeiiypj-ance calls for this from ybu^ 
ppoh th^'accotnpt of comnioli ingenuity Jtrtd 
g^cidtlA^urp, ivhich (Jbligeth a ttidn tb bfe - 
pbfervant irid dutifiij tp hr? betiefaQ# : 

Cod 
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CfiA Aloiigbty is the gr($9i(eft Bexi€fa£l;or,aQci 
Iia^tb mapi7eft^4 i^i^lf iw;Ii to you^ upon 
a viiibk ami «0U0ent account ; this is eagE^eT 
nieni; «9pugl> upoo tlie account of cocaoioa 
itumanity^ to be dutiful and ob^eot to iutn : 
When toer^ore you are at ai^y time by tliQ 
Xwptttioa of your owo Cofruptioaj or by 
.tb^&Mkutation of evU perfpqs^ ioU^t^d tQ 
<!Vil A9;iQ»s; CQufnler thus wkh your ielf ^ 
Is this a bccon^ii^ return to that God , tluc 
l»lltb tluis wonderfully delivered me ? Is this 
ttQ re^kal that I (hall makQ to him foriii^ 
iD^rcy r Shall I pleaf? a vain LiUr , or a vain 
Compaoioq , am dlfbieafe the great God of 
Heav<;n aod Earth ^ tnat bath thus delivcrecl 
me and doo^ me more good , than alt the 
World cpukj cvpr do ote^ or than I can ever 
recommence ? Dtjte ihm rewife the l,ord^ 

J» fmfif Pei^pfe ^ 4W UM^Jfe ? Is not he thy 
Fsthtr tbst kii$b keitgk thee ? H^th he not 
mi^th^f Mf^iiefiahi^dthee? Deut. 52. 6.. 
?• This mercy calls for your obedience to 
(jod) in an eminent manner upon the accouat 
of common prudence and difcretion ; the- 
benefit of your obedience to him vi^ill be your 
j^wn J yoOf own haippiiiels in this Life, and 
in that to coijje : Tapr^ is np greater mpral 
iecuf ity again^ foture dangers and troubles, 
than ihtwifKt^ and reformation of Life 
upon, great d^iverances received ,, nor i:^ 

.B 4 there 
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there any greater invitation oFnew troubles 
and mifchiefs , than ingratitude , difbbedi- 
ence, and great fins after great mercies and 
deliverances : There is a kind of certain and 
infallible connexion between great fins, after 
great mercies received, and great Judg^ 
ments to follow , Ingentu beneficu y ingentU 
peccdta; ingentid fuppUcia. Again , as I ha?^ 
formerly told you, you do not know how fooif 
ou may ftand in need of the fame mercy, 
nd gpodneft of God , which you have for** 
merly found : Vou are never out of the reich 
of his power, apd the riec^flify of his b^lp J 
what ever yoii dp , therefore never difbblige* 
hip, by whom you Live, and whofe ex- 
traordinary mercy you may ftand in need Of, 
you know not how Ibon : There is nothing 
m the World doth more provoke God, than 
negleft, fbrgetfulnefs, or willful difbbedicnce 
after fignal mercies i Thefc proVoke thie mer- 
cifiil God to a fever ity of the higheft kind , 
becaule the fweeteft and moft obliging call 
pf mercy and deliverance is neglected i 
Read the fjrft Chapter of the Proverbs at- 
|,entivcly. 

And the merciful God hath given us a 
plain Rule and Method , how he may be 
ferved, obeyed^ and pleaffed, he' hath given 
us a plain difcpvery of his will in the Scrips 
|ur(^s pf bofh ^'tpftaments : Read -that ofceg,' 

you 
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you h&vi it by you,, and you need not go 
far to ftridHvhat isyoiur Maker's Wilt, and 
what tittc obedience is , that he requires a$ 
the return of this, and all other his mercies : 
Yet I think it not amx&,to mind you of fbme 
particulars, that may be ufeful for you upon 
this occafibh , and to dired you how par-: 
tieularlylCG improYe Jt , and fo order your 
&tiire:|i£b vin ibme: meafure anfwerable 
to it. 

iJl;tyoutd haver you make it yourfirft 
bufiriefeafer yourperfed: Recovery, to Con- 
fider the courte oF your Life paft , fincc y6u 
cameta'the Ageof^ilcretion, and fee what 
hath been amiis in it ; whether ,you have 
not negleftcd Religion , 9nd the Duties of it 
too much y as Prayer , hearing the Word 
Preached, obferving ihc tordsBay , receiv- 
ing the Sacrament j whether you have 
aot bcenf guilty of intemperance, excels of 
drinking* wantonriels^ uncleanne^, idlenels^ 
mifpending your time ,, and thole fupplies 
which have beeti allowed you for your main- 
tenance ; whether you have not too much 
delighted in vain and linful, and diibrderly 
Companyy vanity .and expence in Apparel : 
And if anyifuch-, pr the iike faults have been, 
repent of thnn , be lorry for them , relblve 
a^inft tb^mi md kt the future courle of 
yoBT.Lif, b, .mended ia rd.upo tb«,u«„ ; 
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I Hti^befeve toU y(»,. tbat your hiaxvAy 
Mier hatb fiHKivea ycn^ zm I have foe^ 
g^^ea yew, ntitoer dal mcntks: tlidit.thii^ 
Id Qpbraid yaa fer tbeni ^ buc that yao: upon 
Che c<mfii4era«ioii of xiinc hath faieii aoiif^ 
tllay be thereby the bettor enabled tn re£bL^ 
attd iet ki order voar fiiture Li6 : If thu 
be doM and ptaailed, i will rccfcon youe 
hite fkkne& and diftcmpev one of die jgentcA 
blellings that ever befel you. 

if. I would have you always In^^ a habit 
tX the fear of God upoa yoor heart ; CoiKi 
Ifder bis preience , order your Life as in his 
fteScoRt f Con(ider that he always {ees yon, 
oehdds , and akes notice of you, and e^ie* 
ctally whether you carry your ielf anfwer-' 
abte to this great deliverance) it is one of 
thofe Talents for which he will expe£fc aa 
Account from vou. 

^. I WJOM ha.vt you freqnendy znA 
|;hankfully confider Of the great Love of 
Gdd in Jefiis Chfift , whom he bath given 
to be tlie Inftru^or, and Govemour, and 
Sacrifice for die Hns ol' you and all Mankind^ 
through whom upon Re^ntanoe you have 
affurance of the remifioa ci y<Air fins and 
eternal Life ; and frequeariy confider how 
great an ingagemei^ tms is upon you , axuk 
aU Mankind, tolive aocordiflgtoitjch a ht^ 
j^nd lucb a mercy. • - - ■ - • - 
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t foruwci the Holf So'ipntfesr^ '<iH ym 
iMt^ rmA tbs Bikte linrnt tbs h^^ui^ cd 

asd attifit&wflfy fit ^xwf ticwt upsti i(^ 
iffd t^ fi ap ki yvoe iiwmcefi sttidt tmh^ 

it thediredion of your life^ k WtKtiMkei'dil 
» tilid tffld a g^d itMO i 1 tuv* b6^n dc. 
(^siated i6(ntwb«fi tirit^ Mcfl afid £o0k»^ 
aild i»9i Had ioflg mp&fieiice kt Lei»tmg^ 
Md to t^Wdrli^ : thm; is do ^db iikt the 
Bi5fe ftr ffitt8(l4n( Ijatnmgi Wi^Ai^ aad 
U(d) ft!d ir is wiM nS utiderftd^iflg ki them, 

9. £vt/y fttctt-Aing ;ifld evtly eVefting ^ 
upon your knees wiw dll fiverflttte atkl &tt 

tttaim df tnitid, rt^am heilfcy fbattks to 
God fo^ bis mercy idyoti, ftfid fiMtfeaUHy. 
fot this ddivef^fite , de(ke bis fkict ta 
eMhlh fiu to tvalk iit IbiAe meAiKnrtf anfure^ 
abl@^ it, bag bii pMVid^iiee to prntBtymy 

his Grace to dircfl: you ^ tt> kft^^ ^Wi ft-ott^ 
evil A£Hbtt5, attd «vil pgrfoii*, Afld evil 
occurrences^ &6g his^rdoii for ydfif fill, and 
tfee cdbtifluattiCe (of hii ftlVtMif > always Coadu- 

diti^ With thi Ldfiels P*ay«. 

• 16. ObferVe toflftJonibly the Lohfe day 
tdktet»it Hdfy^ avoid idle Cotnparty, idid 
bifeteutfe^ Racit«itth9> and fecular impby- 
lAms ttp^ that day j ttfgtt twice that day 

• " ' ' • to 
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to the publick Prayers and Sermon y come 
early to it, be attentive at it^ keep your 
Eyes and Mind from roveing after vain 
thoQghts or objeds ; and fpend the reft of 
that day, that is free fromneceflary ocx:a* 
ilions^in Reading the Scriptures^ or fbme good 
iPooks of Divinity. 

7. Once eyer Term at leaft come prepa-^ 
redly, and reverently to the Holy Com^. 
munion, receive it with great reverence, 
and thankfulnefs, and due Confideration of 
the end of its inftitution : Renew your Co- 
venant with Almighty God that you made 
in Baptifin, and to live Soberly, Righteoufly, 
and Godly before him, and beg his Grace and 
Strength to perform it. 

And as thofe dii:e£tions, before, do more 
ftecially relate to Almighty God, and your 
cieportment immedjijitely towards him; fb 
thefe that follow , more efpecially relate to 
your felf and others, and your moral Con- 
verlation : Therefore , 

8. Be very moderate in Eating and Drink- 
ing, Drunkennefs is the great vice of the 
time , and by Drunkennefs I do mean not 
only grofs Drunkennels , but alfo Tipling , 
Drinking exceflively , and immoderately, 
or more than is convenient or neceflary ; 
avoid thofe Companies that are given to it ; 
come not into thofe places tliat are devoted 

to 
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- to that beaRly Vice 9. namely, Taverns and 
Alehoiifes j avoid and refiife thofe devices 
that are lifed to occafion it , as Drinking 

' and Pledging of Healths : Be refolute agaioK 
it y and when your reiblution is once known, 
you will never be fbllicited toit: The/If- 
cbatites were Commanded by their Father 

* not to drink Wine , and they obeyed it, aiid 
bad a blefling for it ; my Command to you 
is not 0} AriSt , 1 allow you the moderate 

- u(e of W ine and ftrosg Drink at your meals, 
I only forbid you the excels , or unnecefTary 
u(e of it, and thofe Places and Companies^, 
and Artifices that are Temptations to it. 

9. Avoid Wanton andXafcivious A6lions, 
Speeches . and Company c Read Proverbs 2, 
; 5, 6, 7. 9, A Whore himts for the precious 
Life of a man , and that vice brings a ruine 
with it to the Body ^ Soul , and Eftate : If 
you caimctt: Conveniently contain your lelf 
in a fihgleXife, and berc^ Competent healthy 
Marry, hxn^ with the Adrile and Couniel of 
your Father^ while hcf lives. 

I o. Be frugal of your time (it is one of the 
beft Jewels we have);andtai that lend avoid 
Idiener$,^:it conHime^ your time, ; and lays 
you open to worfeinconrfeniencesjt let your 
' Recreations be bealtbyy .a^d .Cre^table>. and 
Moderate , without too much expence of 
time, or money : Go not to Stage.plays,thcy 

are 



sS ALetierfixnit SirKlHale^ 

jmc ^ mn& p99k& wfAki% of tkne^ vsduc 
ttJDe i)j idrat jeftimate we ^woulcji iMbve x>f it^ 
«faaiL ^WG'wajtit ir^ idiac wodd not a fick^^ 
JMQ ^ye tior thofe portion^ of iime 4)f 
iwradMl ^ jdoit he inaii ibon^y afloprcuddetuly 
wafltti?: 

jCjL. &i^ dfligefltia jrow Study a<id Csi** 
ikig; k'i^4iia #^ of idufiy iio Am^^ 
«dhpt«iequiii€sm:, ^a^it wild bp luoar MufdoM 
jBHd thfiiiefit;; lit fwitl ibe a ^ooo ^eecpaoce ^f 
.jdfiN^ la^QiiQfitiQa fomia iiioiiiaadiincoa^ 
tvenkiices laiMl temptations , that ot herwiie 
^'^jsiii ib^ftdl^ ofnan ; it will funnifli ^j6u A^ith 
knou ledge ^acud tuaderftanding ^ giK»s ij/mn 
ftfae advantage and Jtacans 4if a icomfbrtfibk 
c&nd «f)iendiful iiibiifl^iK^f 9 4Ufid/Wake 9^ a 
duppet<(, €birifort:adttibeiitffit tOiyoo^l^rie^ 

ao. t^e ifug^l in ^'^fMi' esipend^s , ilv« 
itiiithiA (the ^Coinpais of ^rtiat ^id^tion ^ 
^iftUSods Pjrovidenceahd ^rour £acii^^iabilfr* 
fticies tOiail rup[:(ly you wkkailL; it as efioi^ 
to maiotain ad lioneftpcontideqtjnflfl^.ian^ 
•dn«im3s^mofe w4»lLnoC>i^<enc(i}gh for a jpro^ 
Ifutfeimiad : A irugsl joma W4ll Jbye Ci>ai^ 
lft(M^taUy aAd Rleiitaf|iUf ivupoa jsl : littie ; 4Kndf 
tijpi^fuieinaii wUI^Uverbefp tiectf^afioufly 

*iie#^ i- ■ ■ 
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J19. intHi jKHir catficaces cbafidftr.lwfore 

kattd ; Cmlaatbt wellfenoiugh wti^iouttMs 

tiuit lam^vboDtcoibay ? Is there ^nAfafeinte 

flec«nky of «t 1? Caol not fcB±«v VnU i«n 

4ft4i»bettelr/Conciitieato raunpidsiic ? Ifiiaq/ 

-or4)9rr€^canIpa^?.tAind W4hei>?.Aiidam:I 

-litre? •mmitdiis<xpenceiMld«at? HowAmU 

I4m^ Hbouttheine&cc Quaccory uar cfaefleae 

y@«r<?; ^f yotmg mea would but faane i^ 

;pfltfello& ^o ooii&fer , and ask itheinfiahres 

'Qu^iDiis^f 'the !like:afaure , k nnouidyvaake 

^-hem Confiderace in :thetr Cspeaces and 

f^oyidetiC'finr tlieifiiture ; aindilleie'Oanfiife- 

rations will in a fpeciadmanner coaccra^oa, 

-in rented of your:Bathers great £x{iences 

^r^you, m4iidh though I have forgtwen, >aad 

^fb^otten, Ifvouldrnve^EoaTemQinberwich 

Gratitude and Caution. 

1-4. The -vanity 'OfYQUii§4m«a;tnclaKttg 
<gneCkNiths,andiaew£afbio]3^) and^vabing 
ilhen)fdv%s by tUsem., ns cbib of ctbe joKut 
Chiidifh pieces of folly ^xbat lean ^ osod 
<t(he €4CEi(bn of great ftx^tifends flod.tiado- 
4ng!^f^o)ifig-in(in : .IvEoidcurtofi^aaadiiaD 
<:tttudli 4tfqf>ea(ivene& on y«ir dLppacel : Jm 

tHioc%t]iKju»oricaftl^$ licisthe Ggp^nl^Simtiui 
^ead:fri<oe, tor betfichifecvverjtinaKDiiaibioo, 
^ifif 'td^'ihiftk 4Umittlf :«hiB lietttsr/ init, sr -idK 

i$. Be 
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15. Be careful what Gompanjfiiyou icon- 
; fort with. ^ ^ and much more cad^l woslt 

Srfbns you grow intimate with i . ehuie 
)er^ wife, learned, honeft, Rdigiotik Com- 
pan]^ ^ you will gain Learning and Wifdonl, 
and improve your felf in Virtue, andl Good- 
nefs, by converfing with tliem ; . fiut avoid 
: debauched^ foolifh^ intemperate^, prodigal , 
' atheifticai^ prophane Company, as ypu would 
avoid a Plague ; they, will Corrupt 8»d un- 
do you, they arc . a iott of the moft pitiful 
: feols in tlie World, and familiar acquaiDtancB 
and converikion with them , will ^ddaoger 
to make you like tfiem. 

16. Weigh and confidet your wjards be- 
ifbre you fpeak them , and do n^t; talk at 

random or at a: venture ; let your words be 
few, and to the piirpofc, be more ready to 

: hear others xban to ^>eak your ielf ; accultom 
your feif to fpeak leiiiircly , and deliberately. 
It will bea means to.make you fpeak warily 

•and coiifiderately. j: . 

17. Be vary carefuhto Tpeafc ttnpk^ and 
beware of lying; as/lytng is difphaGflg to 
God, fb It is omnCmG tb <iQan9 ^^A always 
at the latter end retutni^^a thf repjQ^a^h or 
difad vantage ' of hamtM^uToth it:. i ; tt is api 
cevidenc&'of ia;w«dcaodJut)fftaiPbly nMmi« ^ 

news, and ftrang^ftories> a04J:^.a)W^^.ix^^ 

careful 



tiOni tf his Sons. ^i 

cmrefulrtIlat,you dq^pot^report; thejdb,^t&pi^h[ 
^t; the lecQnd hand, ibt if it prove an un^ 
truth i ( as commonly^ .ftrange ftories prove. 
fpX it brtegs an imputot ion of levity upoa 
Ufa that reports it , ancl poflibfy ioine dii^ 
^dvantag^ tQ others. ,. ^ , . .^ ^ ■ 
; |3* Take heed what you promiiei left 
that it be juft , an4 jjfonefl:, and lawful ^^ 
apd whatis in vpur power, honeiily and cer?- 
tainly to perKfirm : .And when you have 
£o prpmiifed ^ be true to y^ur w%d/ ^ It is 
ijor the mo^ part tjite faffiion of inconfide- 
rate and Ypung^iiien, (efpecially that run ifi 
debt) they will with great afleverationsV 
gnnnife pfccife payment , at, this or ^Bat 
day ; when^ either they ccrtainfy know they, 
G^adt petform > or at leaft have no p'o*' 
kfhle amrmi§ tpzt they can do, It; ancf 
'^Indieir ttu^n is l^ed , they are a$ back- 
ward jn pejformance, sts they were befbt^ 
lij)e»i in t^ir promir^ $tiiQh of {vonu- 
i^s ^nd lying are much of 9 nator? f and 
cominoi]|y^ go together , and are ^rgu- 
allots of ah impot^ ani;! udinkniy 
^nd. . ^ , , ^ : ^ / ., r . 

19. P^war^ of .Qaming^- it Js the, (ud* 
oenneft CpoGin^pjEion of an Mate' that c»nf 
bjeit, and diat yiqe ieklom goes alone ; oom^ 
i^piy d«|i»udbenf , of ^fiiT ktbdi^ acpooiffii-^ 
liiW It : Bcifides Uo^Irs z-ma m a wildL ' 



i 



vaft and unfcttled t^in^J antf^ fiJeli me» 
are imjpatiept of^ a^j^ |ioneft Caftfeg^ w 

dr Money borrowed; We Ci^ntoa* te waiic 
thiiigs (hat are not of aWfefute jteeefity , 
ratjij^r t^ap tib r\fu nppn the ^(»e ; fueh 9 
dian bays ^t the bfter end' a. tmrd pftpfr 
ihoT^th^^ tTiet Principal conjiesta, aad'k 
ill perpetual 1fef ta life €r^ii©»^ 

iffe^ uncon^orta^l^'* fe neeellii^ated^ to irt^ 
crea;re Krs debts ', to ftc» li^ Cre*to» 
liiontfis , ajjir many ti^fWi^afe imo «w^ 
rat^ Coiiri|^. • ' 

^ii/til^cfh^ l<x ail^ ftfaijOfeM^ audi 
Intrmite Vitp ^ few , fee Gwtt^t to y oj*^ 
Iicmf£&ms^ ef^talfy to tko^^ vi4)p tukfe» 
091^, v^r« iiiftm foj" ycWHr geed^ W 

yourl^telSdaiq?^,' afK^ retur a, yo^ llmilAf 

cpft Kjc yonr Rccorpry , e6l yo^ I)eaew- 

to .^0^ 'that attend«f J«du jm fear, 'HcteKB^ 
ta tfitoB that "tbgetfiw'i witb your- FaiftM^ 
often prayed to Ggd for your RecoveMFs 

whole name^ yoft- ftfiJF.»-OTe time 





you 



fffa sbcfith jheanis ; and wlfch nfelns fai- 

a 2. larflyy J flittlt cbndude tilth, one 
advice more, vvitliimt the obfervanfce jt'|l^?- 
of my labour in writing this long Epiftle 
will be p'ltttiabt^f fhridela : Be .riot vHih in 
jrtwr own' rcmoert , this is the mh^pf^ 
error , a^ tsbny tlflMs the ririrte of YW^^ 
men efpecially : They are ufually rafh, 
gidcffr, aadincoiifiderate, «irf.yfet ejftfeamly 
axnftdfent of rfrit which they have baft te?i!? 
job to trcrft, natntly th^ir own nbdef&ind^ 
haE§ , \^hteh renders them* hto^ reierved 
frdn <hem thao: af c billing ahd Wft »bi^ 
ta acfvife theijfi'y irtipatficnt of reprof, lov^ 
tb bi flanttifred, and: fo^ bfec6kro mic^ahtc^ 
offgi^od^andwifcCooritety hilHhtlt M\k^ 
Halvt rcriobid^ them tb fextftahi ftrafts and 
jiicbmneniiiiicei ^ firfpetl therefore youf 
own judgment: Advife often with ypuu 
Father, elbecially in all things of moment j 
be- ^ad 6r his Conned', ctrid be CQrfrented 
afrid ve illing to fo\h\v k, and to guide your 
Liffe abcdfdin^ toitj at lecrfl: 'til J ripcnefs 
of Ag^, Obftrmion, and Experience, baVe 
eflaMed youfljetter to advife yoirr felf : This 
is art ea?lle , and ready, and cheap w^y of 
adcadning' Wifdonf-^j and avoiding of ipfini^3 
iiJGOnverseftdes, 



g4 4 Letter from Sir MMzle^ 

" ' And thus I have in this long Epiftle, gireif 
you the means how you may improve both 
f your fickneft, and recovery^, tp the Glory of 

<jod, and your own benefit* 



..» 



I fliall therefore Conclude ^5dlffa.twp 'Gbii-» 
fiderations , that <may die more ingage^ you 
to this uf0: of both thele difp^n&tq^ns. v 

1. The danger is great, i^ AffliQ:i6ns 
make not a man mote humble and dutiful^ 
and the' danger is yet greater^ if great de- 
liverances and mercies do not make a pan 
more thankful and obedientt to God ; be* 
cauie it -is the mod: obligipg method that 
the Gracious God can ufe towards the Chil- 
dren of men , for that end, ill this Life 2 
And the negleft of that invitiation, adds 
Ingratitude and Contempt to the neglect 
of it. •• ' : ^ 

2. The benefit tfiat you will receive by 
making- a good pfe of thefe two difpenfa-r 
tionsy in improving your dutifulnefs and 
obedience to God ^ will be Angular and 
excellent : r. k will make you % wife man, 
by making you a> Qobd ,• and a Rejigious 
man : Believe it from your Father , whq 
will pot deceive you , nay, believe it from 

a greater thah your Father, the very Spirit 

;■!',..•' ? ^' ^ of 



4 • • 

i)f truth, who' rcanflot deceiyayouj di» 
true fear <^ <^Q(J, j? the pulv: true WifdQDi.; 

/Pr^t I- 7. Py^' 9- 10; pfck/.it^ 1 1, mi 

,ycjry iflaany . raprft ideqlar^^jpjjs, fhere afe. of 
tbi/« great: troth:, 2.; It: willmaicQ yott» 

happy iqaif^ijtiwiU give you the Favow 
a%d: .JLove:9f! .Qfid , which i$<bettcr jdbsiii 
Ji^jle it.^tf; {:YpU: (haU^ haye hjs Mercy. :I<| 
ardon you p ■ his Providence. to proted: mouj 
is Wildom to ^<lired yoq.> ^his Goodae^ tQ 
blefs you^ and to forgive , ; aqd forget wh$t^ 
ipevejr hath heretofore been ()(>ne ami(svbj; 
you : This will make aU Conditions Co$|^ 
for$able to .you , whether ^ Life or D&i^ f 
Sicknefs orife^lth : : 3y thk ineans you mfi^ 
bp a Comfort to your Father., a fupport^fii) 
your Brothers fnd Sifters, an In(trume|i( 
of good to your Country:, and attain: ai| 
Hondl, Credible 9 and Competent Sujth 
Hftence in fhi's World , a;id an evarlaft^ 
ing inh^rit^oce of Glory.. afld ImmcfrtaT 
lity. in rthe ;Wqrid to conie. Thus* I 
I have given y4)u ^ large Letter of fbun4 
and good Coupfel : Set your heart to it , 
i and obferve and remember; it :' We fee how 
I unliable our Ljves are^ you nor I.kno^y 
I not hpw fbon, either or both of us 9iay 
^ie^vp this Wor^d : Jt qay 4>e, this may hie 




- A 



dtt lift piper ef Allrief thifit ywt Fith» 

fiiay ghcyott: tec iM^viBvtf k fiiaH |)ftMd% 

^ ' GAd » ^ #kh f alt or nafc ) totidl^ 

ottr opotitiiiaQee ia cbit World, ytt k!t 

Laraar t tf i ihiilt fiftd thir tHHT? 4k«aidai 

sm «ltteifUUy^bfe^idl« I (haft tPt miK^ 
Stm time to ^idk itCeljr id adkvife ' ^ ^ 

gtetir aibratiw , Hftftt GoJ h^ty ItMbd^tKii 

if I dMfi .&k( tint ]^ m^en n^ cam^ 

Alt^, ttMT ftm mm )}gl}t e(f t&ieni , mn 

l» ^ry for yotf wteft i«it ' l»ii« ;- bM I 
fliaK flde M(My to Jie)!>(^aUI»K i^ g^ aiiy. 
mejc A*>ft«J^ 6^ €<Slinft!k^, #kferc I ftid 
tlie«E-(fer^(l>o^ ii«gl6a!<id. In«hiS'^h(^ 
cKoMi' sttt iWltn^ <hitig!^ oftiftfesdi,' ^mh 
tnt^ have^B<!eft M&ft^r'hm th« c^i 

itip^ tmcifi^ y<Me tMiftt def^': I^ lia\^^ ch<!H 
Ibi 4r^ ia tRis* ffstper to M^idi)^, (u(^ 
JKhHtgs w^TFaiffi lealfiinaBlc foi' yckiupoH 
tm 06cafibA Odd' .^^gtity liath' tm 
h^dtmtmhs to yjMi itt Adnttonitfoh-, Coif- 
' ' ' re^ioq, 



to One of his Sons. 1^ 

region « Mercy , and Delhrerahce ; iidtl)ci^ 
! Iiath your Father been wanting to you in 
Education , Counlel , Care , and Ei^^enoe : 
I pray God Almighty bleu all unto yon* 
This IS the Prayer of. 

Tour IjoVtiig Father ^ 

Matthew Hale, 
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